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cal necessities, and anticipating the wants which 
will evidently come upon them the ensuing sea- 
son. Thatis a reason why Lask, in somewhat an 
mportunate manner, that the undoubted amount 
due them shall be appropriated now, leaving for 
future consideration all that has ever been ques- 
tioned. 

With this brief explanation, arising out of con- 
siderations which were not applicable to the case 
at the last session, I do not consider it necessary 
to zo into the merits of the claim—a kind of dis- 
eussion which is more apt to complicate and mis- 
lead than to enlighten the Senate. Every Senator 


_ made, by which it was agreed that the whole mat- 


knows that what we ask for here, is asked for to | 


be paid in a mode least inconvenient to the Gov- | 


ernment, by which the Choctaws alone lose, and 
itis asked for as an amount that no one ques- 
tions, and no Senator has ever disputed. ‘The 
most strenuous opponents of the claim have al- 
ways admitted that what is asked in the amend- 
ment is strictly and legitimately due. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose it will be of 


no use to raise a question of order on this amend- | 


ment, as the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance [Mr. Hunter] last year did not deem that 


he could do it; and I believe he was in the habit | 
of raising questions of order on every thing which 


he thought did not come strictly within the rules. 
Therefore I shall not attempt to do that; but | wish 


to say, from the little examination—and I admit | 


the somewhat inconsiderable examination [{ have 
given it—I am opposed to paying anything in 
the present state of things, under this Choctaw 
treaty and the subsequent action of the Senate 
thereon. 


| paid over. 
| the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sesastian,] as 
|| chairman of the committee, at the extra session, 
| and there were about a dozen words passed on 
| the subject. 


The Senator from Arkansas says that this | 


amendment only provides for so much as is un- 
disputed. Now, sir, taking theaction of the Senate 


two years ago to have been an understanding, sen- | 


sible action; supposing the Senate ees knew 
what it was about at that time, and did not suffer 
itself, by its own inattention, to be misled into 
professing to do something which it did not do-— 
it might be very true that nebody could object to 
this amount of money being paid. But, sir, last 
year, when the proposition came up, it occasioned 
a very considerable debate, and the debate went 
to the whole matter from the beginning to the end. 
I then said in the debate, after listening to it at- 
tentively throughout, knowing nothing about the 
specific claim, that it was evident to my mind the 


Senate never had understood the question, never | 
had acted understandingly upon itat all,and ought | 


not to be bound by its previous action. I remain 
of that opinion to this day. 
The state of facts is a very simple one. 


There 


were certain treaties made with the Choctaw In- | 


dians, providing for an exchange of territory east 


of the Mississippi river, for certain territory west | 
of the Mississippi river. In 1820 and in 1830, the || 
There were certain res- || 


two treaties were made. 
ervations and certain stipulations on the part of 
the Government with these Indians. be 


It ma 
true, and very probably is true, that some oithens 


stipulations were never performed; and on the 
strength of the non-performance of these individ- 
ual stipulations, the Indians, through their agents, 
whoever they might have been, set up a claim to 
be paid the whole amount of the proceeds of the 
sales of the lands which they had ceded east of 


the Mississippi river, although they had a very 


arge portion of the territory, and a much more 
valuable one west of the Mississippi river ceded 
to them inexchange. Now, sir, I have read these 


treaties carefully, from beginning toend;and I say | 


that lam unable to perceive under them the least 


ceeds of the sales of these lands. If there were 


|| ledge from every one, when it is utterly impossi- | 


anything in these treaties which gave color tothe || 


idea that the Indians are not only te have the 
lands which they received, and which they re- 
ceived in fee if I am rightly informed, west of 
the river, but in addition to that to have all done 
for them that the treaties prescribed, and then to 

ave the proceeds of all the lands which they con- 
veyed east of the river besides, according to their 
pretension—they would be very singufar and re- 
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| in this way, it would go out to pay for damages 


| injuries on account of the non-performance of cer- 
| tain conditions of the treaties. That passed. I was 
I do not presume that || 


that isever brought here? that there is any obliga- | 


| wellas in any other stage. 
shadow of foundation for. the claim to the pro: | 


markable treaties; but that is the ground on 
which it is put. 

Under these circumstances, that being so, and it 
continuing along from 1830to 1855, and there being 
undoubtedly some infractions of the treaty—I do 
not know how great—in 1855 a new treaty was 


ter should be left to the Senate of the United States || 
to settle whether they should receive the amount 
of these sales, as claimed by them, or a gross 


|} amount to be fixed by the Senate in full for | 


whatthey alleged they had suffered by the infrac- 
tion of the treaties. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs brought into the Senate, under that pro- 


| vision, a resolution reciting what had been agreed 


upon, and providing that the amount should be 
It was brought into the Senate by 


My friend from New York [Mr. || 
Kine] inquired what it meant. I have looked 
into the debate. A very short explanation was 
given. It was said by the Senator from Arkansas 
that, in reality, it was taking nothing whatever 
from this Government; because, if it did not go 


which had never been ascertained and never ex- 
amined by anybody in any shape—the claims for 


in the Senate at the time. 
half a dozen members of the Senate knew any- | 
thing about it. We know how these Indian treaties 
pass here, and we know how these provisions | 
under Indian treaties pass here. They come in | 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs; they are | 
stated to be all right, and undoubtedly believed to 
be all right. Had it been stated to me; had I been | 


| given to understand at that time that this matier 


was to be left to me to settle, as one of the arbi- 
trators; to examine, to understand, and to award 
upon it, it would not have passed without my 
giving at least enough attention to it to under- 
stand what | was acting upon; and I will venture 
to say, you may put the question to almost any 
number of Senators, and you will not find that 
there were half a dozen who ever knew or ever 
dreamed that anything of that sort was done, much 
less that so large an amountof money was parted 
with, as it seems was parted with at that time. | 
The question was put to the honorable Senator 

how much it would amount to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Can the Sen- 

ator tell anything about the circumstances of any 
treaty that has been passed and confirmed here, 
and approved, of four years’ standing? I have | 
never heard in my life of such a course of oppo- 
sition taken towards anything as the Senator is 
pursuing now. I would ask him does he recognize 
atall that there is any termination to any measure 


tion that can be consummated and made perfect | 
uporPus to discharge any duty by the legitimate, | 
official, approved action of both branches of Con- 
gress and the Executive? And yet, he is going | 
behind the whole of that, and demanding know- | 


ble, it seems to me, that it can be properly fur- | 
nished, or required by him. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Arkan- 
sas undoubtedly has his views on the subject, and 
Ihave mine. It may be surprising to him; it is 
not surprising to me. I must claim the privilege 
of exercising my own judgment upon it in this as | 
I am stating why | | 
am opposed to the whole of it. 

I stated, Mr. President, the mode in which it 
must have been passed; and I inferred that it 
passed just as todas treaties have passed, with- 
out notice on the part of Senators. Unquestion- 
ably itis a very faulty mode. We are respons- 
ible for it ourselves. 1 feel responsible for it. | 
I blame nobody else; Ido not undertake to find 
fault with anybody but myself in relation to the || 
matter, so far as | am individually concerned; and || 


{ 


I only speak from experience as to how these || 


| it would not exceed $800,000. 





things have gone through. If I read the debate 
aright, the Senator from Arkansas, {[Mr, Senas- 
TIAN, | when inquired of at the time by the Sen+ 
ater from New York, [Mr. Kuwe,] ‘said very 
frankly that it wasa large claim; that he could not 
undertake to say how much it was; but he thought 
When il came 
in, however, it was nearly three million, as re- 
ported; and it was afterwards struck down to 
$2,200,000, or $2,300,000, showing the fact that 
no sort of understanding was had with reference 
to it here in any shape or form. 

What is the ground upon which itis put? It 
ig put upon the ground that it is a thing settled, 
ap award made, that the Senate have awarded it, 
and therefore we cannot go behind it, and make 
any inquiry whatever. Now, sir, you cannot 


| apply to the Senate the rules of law, of practice 
| in the courts, where there is power to make de- 


crees, and to enforce them. ‘There is nobody to 
compel the Senate to perform its award; and there- 
fore you cannot argue in that way with regard to 
it. The Senate cannot be compelled, Congress 
cannot be compelled, because theregis no power 
big enough to do it, to perform this that is called 
anaward; and the only question is: was the award 
understandingly made? If it was not—if we did 
not know what we were about, and did not take 
sufficient pains to inquire what we were about— 
we have a right to reexamine the matter, and in- 
quire now what we did; and itis notonlya right, 
butaduty. We are notacting for ourselves; we 
are not the parties who pay the money. The 
money does not come outof our individual pock- 
ets. If it were so, we might be argued with in 
that way; but we are trustees for the public. Con- 
gress manages the public money, as the trustee 
of the people; and because the Senate, in thought- 
lessness, and without information, and without 
consideration, have made what is called an award 
sO monstrous in all its consequences and in its 
amount, itis no reason why I should be bound 
down by a rule of law, and be told “if an award 


| has been made against an individual, it can be 
| 7 - 

| enforeed by the court; and therefore you have 
| nothing to say in regard to it.”’ 


I do not hold to the conclusive character of this 
award, as it is called, at all. Itis my duty to 
look into itagain. I am willing to do justice to 
these Indians; and if they are entitled to the pro- 


| ceeds of these sales on a fair and thorough under- 


standing and examination of the subject, | am 
willing that they shail have the proceeds. I say, 
however, they are not entitled to them under those 
treaties, unless Lam very much mistaken in the 
view IL take of the law with reference to the sub- 
ject. Moreover, it being manifest, to my mind, 
speaking for myself asone, and speaking for many 
others who have told me the same thing on the 
subject, that that matter passed without sufficient 
examination, I ask, are we to be told, when we 
are acting for the country in relation to millions 
of dollars, that, because the Senate happened in 
that mode to arrive at that conclusion, therefore 
we must spend the money of the public in carry- 
ing that out, and cannot review our own action? 
By no manner of means, in my judgment. I 
made the objection last year that this thing should 
be thoroughly examined by some competent tri- 
bunal, to find out, in the first place, what the 
amount of these claims was; and then, if the Sen- 
ate should see fit, on a full examination, to repass 
the resolution which came from the committee 
last year onthe same subject, so be it. Iam ready 
to do it if it is just; but 1 will not be bound by it 
individually without knowing that when I act, I 
act understandingly on the subject. 

Now, sir, | dispute that this sum of $1,200,000 
is due, It may be for aught I know; but | say 
there has been no examination to ascertain the 
fact. The chairman of the committee last year 


| stated that neither he nor any mortal man knew 


what the amount of the claims on the part of 


| these Indians was, nor could they tell; and there- 


fore it was jumped at. That is no way to settle an 
account of this description, I do not believe in 
the idea that these Indians—who, I am informed, 
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it 


are really the best off of any people in the coun- | 


try anywhere, white or colored, of any descrip- 


tion—were to have, by the terms of this treaty, | 
all the great and valuable territory that was con- | 
veyed to them by the Government; have their | 


expenses paid for moving; several large reserva- 
tions besides; and then, in addition to that, the 
proceeds of every acre of land that was conveyed 
to the Government as a consideration for what 
they got west of the river. It does not strike me 
as just. I do not believe it was ever intended. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall not undertake to violate 
the injunction of secrecy by saying in what manner 
Indian treaties are generally ratified. I think that 
is a sealed book, and I shall not undertake to 
penetrate it; but I will say this 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator had better 
bring in a vote of censure on me. 

Mr.GREEN. Notat all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Fle should not censure 
me by implication. 

Mr. GREEN. Lam speaking for myself; but 
I must protest against this idea that the condition 
of the Treasury is to be a reason why we should 
not vote this claim. I think during this session 
more contradictory positions have been taken, 
with regard to claims, than I ever heard before. 
Hlonest creditors of the Government, who have 
expended their means in its service, come and bee 
for justice, and they cannot be heard. When their 
claim is admeétted to be just, they are put off with 
the plea that the Treasury is so empty that we 
are not able to pay; and when they have been kept 
here spending their moncy year after year for ten 
or fifteen years, and at length you allow the claim, 
you say, we will not pay interest because the Gov- 
ernment is presumed at all times to be ready to 
pay it. Now, these are contradictory positions; 
one conflicts with the other; and I think, there- 
fore, that the Senator from Maine is not right in 
this, to interpose an objection because there is no 
money—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


about that. 





I have not said a word 


Mr.GREEN. But he is right in this; we ought | 


to go into the merits of the case. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator could not 
have attended to what I said. I have not said a 
word about there being no money in the Treasury. 
I confined myself entirely to the merits of the 
question. 

Mr. GREEN. I understood the Senator to 
commence his remarks by saying he was opposed 
to it in the present condition of the country. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. 

Mr. GREEN. If you did ngt make those re- 
marks, Lam mistaken. [think you will find them 
in the reporter’s notes before you. Whether that 
is 80 or not, those remarks have been made fre- 
quently, and I desire at once to enter my protest 
against that process of reasoning. We either 
have a Government, or we have not. If we have 


n Government, that Government must do justice. || 
If the Government is not able now to pay, it does | 


not prevent them from making the allowance, 


and putting it in a legal fotm, so that when we do | 


get the money, they can draw it without coming 
rere and petitioning and begging and praying 
Congress to do what Congress ought at once to 


do—pay your debts; acknowledge your debts. | 


If a man is poor, it does not prevent him from 


being honest. Ifthe Government is without funds | 


in the Treasury, they can still make the appro- 


pristion, and provide the ways and means for || 


payment. It will raise the credit of your Gov- 
ernment; and if you have to go into market to 
se}! your bonds, you will sell them higher by show- 
ing that you are determined to do justice to all; 


but if you turn off all, and do justice to none, and | 


you go into Wall street and undertake to nego- 
tate a loan, you will find that the money brokers 
will be unwilling to trust you; and they ought to 
be. I will vote taxes; 1 will vote duties; I will 
voic a loan. | want the Government to keep up 
its honor and its character; and adequate means 
for ot Fan gp I am at all times ready to vote, 
provided you will do justice; but without that I 
shal! not do it. 

Now, as respects this claim, I can only say this: 
the little attention I have paid to it is in conse- 
quence of the remarks of the Senator from Ark- 
ansas. 


ator from Maine. My recollection is, that there 


was a treaty made by which they relinquished cer- |, 


1K CONGRESSI 


and take us and put.us in jail till we obey the writ, | 


_ portion of this very land to the Chickasaws, and 


_Choctaws did under the treaty of 1820. Subse- 


I view ita little differently from the Sen- |) 








| 
tain lands in Mississippi and received as a con- 
sideration the lands west of Arkansas, reserving | 
certain other lands in Mississippi. These other 


the proceeds oe to them. 
tion of it; anc 

the sales of this reserved land in Mississippi. An 
award has been made. The Senator from Maine 
says we are not bound by technical rules as indi- 
viduals would be on an arbitrament; that we can- | 
not be coerced. That is true; but there is a moral | 
obligation as strong upon the Senate as upon an | 
individual; and because the sheriff cannot come 


is no reason why the moral obligation of honor 
should not influence us. If we have provided a | 
mode for the purpose of ascertaining the amount 
due them, and ibat mode has been followed up, 
and the amount ascertained and laid before the 
Department, I think there isa moral obligation | 
upon us to see that that is paid. Such | under- 
stand to be the case in this instance; and I under- 
stand further that the Department acknowledged 
it to the extent proposed by the amendmentof the | 


Senator from Arkansas, and I think, therefore, || 


we ought to allow it. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Missouri has | 
evidently fallen into some crrors in connection | 
with this claim. j 
from certain lands which were reserved to the 
Choctaw Indians in Mississippi, the proceeds of | 
which are to be paid over by this award. The 
Senator isentirely mistaken. Now, sir, | suppose 
there is no member of this body who knows more 
about this subject of the treaties in Mississippi 
than myself, for 1 was fora long time resident 
there. 

Under the treaty of 1820, the Choctaw nation 
ceded a poruon of their lands to the United States, 
and reeeived in consideration a large tract of land 
west of the Mississippi river, the country they 
now occupy; but they only got a possessory 
title to it, such as the Indians had in other terri- | 
taries of the United States, which had created a 
great deal of difficulty. In 1830 a further treaty 
was made, owing to Zhe difficulty between these 
Indians and the government of Mississippi; and | 


it became a very serious question whether there || 


would not be a collision between the United States 
and the State of Mississippi on the subject. 
General Jackson sent his Secretary of War to 
make a treaty with these Indians. Knowing the 
difficulty between the United States and the people 
of Mississippi, having shrewd and able men as 
their chiefs, these Indians demanded for the ces- 
sion of the balance of their country, not only 
enormous grants for their chiefs, buta title in fee to 
the magnificent empire,a possessory title to which 
had been given them in 1820. They received a 
patent—and were the first»tribe of Indians that 
ever did, so far as my knowledge extends—for 


' millions upon millions of acres of land more than 


they ceded to the United States in 1830. “Not 
only that, Mr. President, but they have sold a 


received five hundred and forty or five hundred | 
and fifty thousand dollars for it. They have sold a 
portion to the United States, and received $600,000 
for it. Under the treaty of 1820, there were re- | 
served hundreds of thousands of acres to those | 
who chose to remain on the land which wa#then 
reeeded. They were given the land they lived 
upon. Magnificent provision was made for the | 
orphans. ‘The lands reserved for them were some 
of the best in Mississippi, and sold for enormous 
sums of money. There never was a treaty under 
which the Indians received such benefits as the 


quent disputes arose, and numerous acts of Con- 
gress have been passed providing for protecting 
the Indians in cases where their lands had been 
taken away from them, and in those cases scrip 
was issued to them under the fourteenth and other 
articles of this treaty. 

I was for many years a citizen of Mississippi; 
and I never heard it whispered by any man, until 
very recently, that there was a shadow of claim 
in the Choctaws for the proceeds of the sales of 
those lands. Enormous grants were given to 


them. Theirchiefs were given principalities; and || 
all the heads of families that chose to remain there |) 


were given land. The years 1834, 1835, 1836, | 


1837, were a great speculative era in the history 
of this country in the purchase of public lands; 
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He says that this claim arises || 
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and under that speculation in the public lands, q 
~e 


1} 


vastamount of these lands was sold at $1 25 per 


acre. The money was paid into the Treasury of 
lands, by a subsequent treaty, were to be sold, and || : 
This is my recollec-,)| 
this inquiry is as to the amountof || 


the United States, and it was distributed out of 
the Treasury to the several States. That mone 
is not in the Treasury. Thisisaclaim for mone 
that was paid into the Treasury more than a quar- 
ter of a century ago, and given away to the sey. 
eral States in the Confederacy. It is not in the 
Treasury now, nor has it been there for a quarte; 
of a century. 
This ease is not similar to that of the Chicka. 
saws, who were allowed the whole proceeds of t)yo 
sales of their lands. The Chickasaws had no 
country to goto; no magnificentempire, as I may 
call it, considering the number of persons that the) 
composed the tribe, as the Choctaws had. The 
Chickasaws, having nocountry to go to, were given 
the whole proceeds of their lands in the State of 
Mississippi; but an important provision was put 
in therg for the benefit of the people of that State, 


| by which the lands were graduated and brought 


down to twelve and a half cents an acre; while 
the Choctaw lands were kept up until the settle. 
ments in the State should bring them into notice 
and sell them; and they were held up, until very 
recently, at $1 25 peracre. The proceeds of those 
lands must be upwards of $7,000,000 or $8,000,000, 
I have not looked into the figures at all; but lam 


certain the proceeds of the sales of the Chic- 


taw purchase made under the treaty of 1830 must 
be upwards of $7,000,000. The claim is gradu- 
ated. Last year it was $2,300,000; this year itis 
$1,200,000; but I am confident the returns will 
show that the net proceeds over all expenditures 
amounted to $3,000,000, or in that neighborhood. 
All the proceeds of the sales of the Chickasaw 
lands were given to them for the reason | have 
stated—they had no country togoto. They went 
and boughta portion of the lands of the Choctaws, 
and gave them $500,000 for the privilege of living 
there. These Chickasaws and Choctaws have 
since sold lands to the United States for which 
they have received $800,000—$600,000 for the 


| Chactaws and $200,000 for the Chicasaws. The 


United States paid that sum to them in order to 
obtain the privilege for the Washita and other 
Indians to occupy a portion of their country. 
Sir, | undertake to say that you may take the 
treaty of 1820 and the treaty of 1830, and there 
is not a provision in either of those treaties that 


gives them a shadow of a claim to the proceeds 


of the public lands, within the cession of 1830, 
in the State of Mississippi. It is an enormous 
claim. It ought to be examined with a great deal 
of care and attention. So far as I am concerned, 


| I never heard of any action of the Senate on the 
| subject, although I was a member of the body 
/ until this matter was brought before the Finance 


Committee, a year ago. IL feel it my duty to make 


| this statement in connection with this matter from 


the knowledge I have had of the affairs of those 
tribes of Indians heretofore, and also to sustain 
the action of the Finance Committee in opposi- 
tion to this claim. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Senator 


| from California says he feels it his duty to make 
| this statement to the Senate in connection with 


this matter. He also says that he has not looked 
into it at all; and therefore I think he throws a 
shadow over all that he says, in that respect, whien 
he makes an assault apon what is undoubtedly 
and undeniably the action of this Government 
under all the highest sanctions that can be thrown 
around it. That, I know, will not be disputed. 
The Senator from California carries us back to the 
treaties of 1820 and 1830. What are we consid- 
ering now? It is proposed that we shall make an 
appropriation in accordance with the exact terms 
of a treaty entered into under the full authority 
of this Government, and maturely considered by 
this Senate in executive session, after previous 
examination in the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
after a reference of it to the Interior Department, 
and full consideration of it there by as able an 
officer as this Government has ever had at the 
head of that bureau. After all this; after the treaty 
has been confirmed by the Senate, and the award 
made under the authority of this Government, an¢ 
the items and particulars all considered and re- 
ported, and the award acted upon, objection '* 
made to giving it the sanction of the Senate. | w!'! 


ask the chairman of the committee what is Ue 


| amount of the whole award? 
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dred thousand dollars. ba 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Two million 
three hundred thousand dollars is the award, and 
it is in pursuance of a treaty. That treaty was 
made in 1855. Itis of recent date. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. Two million three hun- | 


Can it be 


jossible that there is any truth in the suspicion | 


which is thrown around this matter, thatit is en- 
tirely baseless?) The only construction you can 
give to the language of the Senator from Califor- 
nia is, that the whole thing is baseless, that it is 
all unjust, that it is all unfounded; and you are 
to believe that, though the ‘Senator says he has 


notexamined the case. This subject was before | 


Congress for a great many years, until a treaty 
was made recognizing it. It was then continued 
before one department of this Government and 
another, first the executive, and then the Senate, 
until it has come to this pass, that they have had 
a delegation here year after year, I think ever 
since | have been in service in the city of Wash- 


ington, which has been somewhat lengthy. After || 


thus having the action of the Government in dif- | 


ferent departments on this subject, can we now || 


turn around and say we will not pay any part of | 


this award? You are not now asked to pay the 
whole amount of the old award. 
it which was disputed when it was last under 
consideration in the Senate, is Icft off. You are 
not even asked to consider it. 
they will not pay that portion of the award which 


That portion of | 


Can Senators say || 


no one objected to, which was clearly embraced | 


by your treaty, which was approved by the De- 
partments and reported here for appropriation, 
and which was undisputed and is undisputed, upon 
these generalizations which come from the Sena- 
tor from California and the Senator from Maine? 
if the Senate were to agree to their argument, it 


poneebenemenes 


would seem to me to be unreasonable, in this: | 


that it would declare the fact that no action of this 
Government can ever be conclusive, as to the 
payment of any sum of money, for any purpose 
or toany quarter. 

Neither of the Senators, I am sure, can dispute 
for an instant the confirmation of the treaty under 
which this claim arises. No one, [ presume, will 
dispute the full consideration of the award. No 
one will dispute that it was approved, after a full 
examination, by all the branches of the Executive 
Department of the Government where it was ne- 
cessary, prudent, or wise, thatit should be exam- 
ined or considered, There is only one difficulty 
that existed at the last time this subject was under 
consideration, which was raised by the Secretary 
of the Interior, Mr. Thompson, in considering it; 
and that was to a portion of the award. He him- 
self, after going on most laboriously to hunt up 
and find every objection that could be arrayed, 
could bring forward objection only to a part, and 
that part is not included in this appropriation. If, 
at the time this subject was under consideration 
by the Senate before, a proposition had been made 
towards the close of that debate by the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, who had charge of it, to 
this effect: since the Chocktaws earnestly pray 
the recognition and payment of some part of their 
claims, let us make an appropriation for the pres- 
entofthe amount which is not contested—it would 
have passed at once. 

_I have thought it unfortunate, at the present 
time, that this measure should be brought in with 
this reduction, rather than with the claim of all 
their rights—not their rights as they are under- 
stood in this body to be generally declared, but 
their generally acknowledged rights under treaty 


stipulations confirmed by the Senate; underawards | 


confirmed by the Senate; under repeated examin- 
ations of every branch of the Department, where 
we know there is integrity, and where we know 
there have been hostility and opposition of the 
most rigid character brought to bear against the 
admission of any part of the claim. Does not 
every Senator here know, or if he does not know, 
does he not feel, that the opposition that is made 
to this matter is general; thee it is not only gen- 
eral, but itcomes from a repugnance to paying 
anything? We hear much talk about the neces- 
sity, before such sums are paid, of mature and 


thorough investigation. That would be nice lan- | 


guage to hold to these tribes, who are, | have no 


question, haunting this Hall new, as they have | 


been haunting Congress for many years, humble 
petitioners to you, reverend Senators, for thirty 
years, asking you to consider their claim, aud re- 


i 


lieve them from begging at your door, and from 
| the expense incident to the constant maintenance 
of a delegation, which eats up.a decided portion 
of the means that they have, in asking you to 
give them justice. 
~ You must have a thorough investigation! Will 
the Senator from Maine make it? No, sir; he 
will not do it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Nota bit of it. 
You are candid and frank in saying so; for I be- 
lieve it. Youwillnot. Whowill? Will ama- 
jority of this Senate make it? Did they ever 
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make it upon any question that ever came before | 


us, unless jt was the slavery question? 

my day. How, then, shall we have a full inves- 
tigation? I should be pleased to know. How 
shall we have any action of this Government, 
upon which one or two men cannot get up and 
throw a stain and an imputation upon the char- 
acter and integrity of the transaction? Hlow can 
we ever bring it to that position by anything of 
sanctity that we can throw around it that will 
| enable us to cast a vote without great danger that 
we are doing absolute violence to truth and justice 
and right? 


these Indians,for a great many years, have been 
claiming that this Government had not dealt justly 
and settled fairly with them. That complaint has 


as the remarks of the Senator from California 
have shown. Atlength, some few vears since, 
Congress and the Government woke up, so far as 


gation, they made that treaty. All of it has been 
ratified, coufirmed, and settled; and the only thing 
that remains to be done, is to pay the money. 


amount of the award, which was some two mil- 
lion three hundred thousand dollars, was deemed 
to be undisputed. 


passed in the Indian bureau, and was partly ex- 
cepted to by the Secretary of the Interior, reducing 
itagain; and now, when itis brought down to the 
last point, when it is reduced to the balance always 
before unexcepted to and deemed unobjection- 
able, and is brought before you in that shape, a 
| question Is raised whether the whole claim, from 
the beginning, has not been rotten; and whether 

every branch of the Government has not falsified 
| and abandoned its integrity and its intelligence; 


pay it to any extent, or not. 

Now, sir, according to my memory of the re- 
marks of the Senator from Maine, although he 
has taken occasion to declare that he did not say 
| what I understood him to say, much of his oppo- 

sition is due to the present condition of the coun- 
| try. Ido not mean that the Senator intended to 

say—lI do not draw that conclusion—that he 
| would not pay, or agree to acknowledge, a just 

debt and provide for its payment, because of the 
| condition of the country; but the conclusion | 
draw from it is, that the condition of the country is 
| just so far involved as the section of the country is 
| concerned where the matter is. 1 should be sorry 
if, on account of the vacancy of so many seats 
lately occupied by southern Senators, justice is 
not to be had here. 1 trust it is not intended as 


acy of their power and the strength of their feel- 


the country shall be forgotten in their legislation. 
It is no guarantee, no soothing satisfaction to my 


Never in | 


Now, Mr. President, this case is simply this: | 
been made by them for a great number of years, | 
to consider the question; and, upon full investi- | 
The last time the matter came before us, the whole | 


It came up to be considered | 
by the Interior Department, after it had been 


| they ceded east of the Mississippi. 


whether all is not wrong, and whether we should 


a declaration from the other side, in the suprem- | 


ings—that they do not mean that the condition of | 


soul, to know that I am here under such circum- | 


stances. I am sorry to think the condition of the 
country has anything to do with the opposition 
to this claim. It is a claim which has passed 
through every branch of the executive depart- 
ment, that bas been through the treaty-making 


an award from the Senate on strict investigation. 
When it came up, with all these sanctions, before 
the Secretary ot the Interior, he cut off part of 
the amount; and the Indians have now come for- 
ward and said, ‘* Take all the balance, if you will 
only give us what nobody has heretofore ob- 
jected to.”’ 

I am sorry that the Senator from California 


power, and been confirmed here; that has obtained | 


| could lend himseif to any opposition of this char- | 


|| acter; and I do not really believe that I could have 


| understood him rightly, because he does not ordi- 


| 


narily resist those claims which are precluded 
here from further Investigation by our previous 
action, and parucularly when it must be apparent 
to him, as it is to every one else, that it is idle to 
talk about going into a thorough examination now 
on these subjects, when the Senator from Maine 
, admits that he has never made an inve stization of 
it, and when he trankly admits, as L understand, 
that he would not take on himself at any future 
time the investigationof this matter unless, indeed, 
the Senate itself were to require itof him. When 
this is the case, I take it that the Senator from 
Maine and the Senator from California cannot 
well and with justice totally refuse to pay any 
part even of that whieh is undeniable, and which 
throughout all our previous action has stood un- 
disputed. 
ie these Indians to come here forever? Is it 
right to delay them in this way? Ido not care 
| for the sanctity of character which economists 
_ seek to throw around themselves. I do not have 
an admiration for that kind of ambition, which 
| seeks distinction by denying debts, by denying 
honest and acknowledged and recognized obiiga- 
tions. I do not admire that kind of ambition 
| which seeks reputation atthe expense of the Gov- 
ernment’s own acknowledged obligation. 

Mr. President, I do think that this is absolutely 
the most palpable and glaring and the worst case 
of evasion that I have met with here in ail the 
dealings with our Indian tribes. With them it is 
famous and notorious that we have been a hard 
taskmaster, to speak the best, and have been but 
severe, close, and rigid traders. Gentlemen here 
have spoken of these Indians receiving a great 
deal of land of so much more value than that 
which they parted with. With what justice can 

/ such a point as that be brought before the Senate 
when that was done in 1830, and they were sent 
to a wilderness? 1 shall not add to the poetry of 

| the thing by talking about a howling wilderness; 
butif there could be a worse one than that to which 
they were transmitted, I do not know of it upon 
the continent of America. They were sent off 

| there; that land was given to them in lieu of what 

Now, sir, 

| when they have opened that wilderness and con- 
quered it, as it were; when you have derived all 
the benefits that you obtained by your treaty; 
when thirty pie of unequaled advance through- 
out the world have passed, Senators turn round 
here and speak—not directly so, for it would be 
too gross—of the immense empire that these In- 
dians have west of the Mississippi, and that was 
given to them for a lesser amount of lands situate 
east of the river, and inside of the State of Mis- 
sissippi! My God! what kind of respect for our- 
selves can we have when we seck to break our 

_ obligation and disregard it, and thus defeat our 
own bargains witha helpless people, upon grounds 
such as these! Itis hardly worth while to com- 
ment upon that further, 

{ am tolerably well satisfied that if the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs had brought forward their 
amendmentto this bill, which, fortunately for their 
patient chairman, has not been ruled out of order, 
embracing all that was due to this tribe of In- 

| dians, there could have been easily obtained, from 

those who now contest the whole matter, a prom- 
ise that they would pay what was undisputed, if 
you would throw over the residue; but now, when 
the chance to make something in the shape of 
throwing off what is disputed has ceased, and the 
only question presented is as to the naked obliga- 
tion, undisputed by any man except one here— 
the Senator from Maine, who says he does dis- 
pute it; and it is now disputed by him for the 
first time on the part of anybody on this floor— 
when the committee bring forward this which is 
undisputed, a contest is made on the whole mat- 
ter, and we are referred back to the very begin- 
ning, if not further back than we have ever been 
referred before, to the whole of our intercourse 
with the Choctaw tribeof Indians. I think if the 
amendment had been brought forward, covering 
the whole amount, that which was undeniable 

/and undisputed would be appropriated. 

1 hope that Senators on the other side will con- 
sider this matter, and that they will not vote 
against a case so plain and so fair. I trust that 
the condition of the country has nothing to do 
with this opposition. From the State of Maine 
| it comes a little hard to me, particulatly so when 


| I consider that I have always regarded the Sen- 
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ator from Maine to be among the fairest on this 
floor. If I could see any sort of apology for this 
class of opposition on the part of the Senator, 
apart from the condition of the country; if the 
Senator would avow that it was on actount of the 
condition of the Treasury, I should be disposed 
at once to ascribe it to that. 1 do not think the 
other Senators on the opposite side of the Cham- 
ber can altogether concur with him. I hope very 
much that the debate on this matter may not be 
sent back to the bargains and the trades that were 
made anterior to the formation of our treaties, and 
that we shall be confined now strictly to the sab- 
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j 
| 
} 


say, without consideration—I speak for myself, | 


and I speak for others who have told me so— 
giving these Indians the amount of the sales of || 


_ the lands east of the Missi8sippi river—a claim || 


ject itself; and that we shall pay these people at | 


least some portion of the amount which we have 


acknowledged to be justly due to them after fall 


consideration. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish merely to set my- 
self right as to one thing, if there is any necessity 
for it, to relieve Senators of any mistake that may 
arise from my expression. 


was very certain | 


that I said nothing about the condition of the | 
country, one way or the other;and | am informed | 


by the reporters, of whom I have inquired, that 
there is no such thing to be found in any remarks 
of mine. That is an idea that sprang up inthe 
brain of the Senator from Missouri, and has been 
copied, it seems, by the Senator from Arkansas. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Iam not dis- 
posed to dispute the accuracy of the reporters, 
and shall not be so discourteous, when the Sena- 
tor has taken the pains to make the inquiry, as 


to dispute what he says. I still assert, however, | 


that I so understood him; but I presume | am in 
error, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
standing, of course. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
not copy. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


It was a mere misunder- 
Yes; but I did 


I do not deem it a mat- 


ter of any consequence one way or the other, for | 


the simple reason that I might appeal to the con- | 


dition of the country with great propriety, if I 
saw fit todo so; but I based my objection to this 


claim on other grounds, grounds that went to the | 


root of the matter entirely. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Yes, beyond it. | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I could not very well go 
any deeper than that. The Senator is mistaken 
in supposing that, in the debate which sprang up 
last year, there was no objection to the part of 
thisclaim now proposed to be allowed. The Sena- 
tor from Georgia, f 
question fully, went to the whole. 
be sure, that two items of about one million one 
hundred thousand dollars, which were alluded to 
by the Secretary of the Interior, ought to be taken 
into consideration, in his judgment; and he went 
further than that, and inquired whether the value 
of the whole fifteen million acres ought not to be 
taken into consideration, and expressed the belief 
that, if a balance were struck, it would be found 


largely against the tribe of Indians of which we | 
‘That is the ground that was taken || 


are speaking. 
by the Senator from Georgia last year; and the 
Senator from Arkansas will find, if he looks at it, 
that Lamright. 4 have looked at the matter this 
morning, and my recollection is fresh upon the 
subject. [did not say that | knew nothing about 
this question. Taking it onthe ground on which 
L have placed it, I did say that I knew nothing 
about the accounts, which way the balance in 


reality was; and I took that from the honorable | 


chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, for 
he said that no mortal man could tell what the 
exact state of the accounts was. The Indians 
claimed largely; they claimed for a breach of the 
stipulations of treaties, and he expressed the opin- 
ion that they had suffered largely, that their claims 
were very great and extensive; but there was no 
specification. It rested from 1830 to 1855, before 
this last treaty was made, twenty-five years; and 
during a a of this time,.and a very large 
portion of it, it seems, from the testimony of the 
Senator from California, nothing was heard in 
reference to those claims atall. Then they sprang 
up in the way that we have seen. 

I deny entirely that the Senate passed upon this 
matter, as an award of the particular sum that 
was named in the report of the committee made 
last year. The Senate passed upon the subject 
that was committed to them, in consequence of 
a report mhde by the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs; and they adopted their recommendations, 1 


Mr. Toomss,] who argued the | 
He stated, to 
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| 
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| 
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| 
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| money of these people, acted under an entire mis- 
_ to it) millions of the public money-without know- 
| not to pay the money until we know that there is 


some really just foundation for it. 


| way, in reference to that matter. I think the claim 


| Senate, at some future time ‘I shall be prepared to | 
| vote for the allowance of the amount that isclaimed | 


_not see any mistake in the award. 


| treaties. 


which, under neither of these treaties, have they || 
the slightest pretensions to make, in my judg- 
ment, now, from an examination of them; and 
when the Senate passed upon it, they did so un- | 
der a misapprehension; and that misapprehen- | 
sion might well grow out of what was said in the | 
debate at that time. 
were large; but that the amount would not, prob- 
bly, exceed $800,000. In fact, the question which 
was left to the Secretary of the Interior to settle, 
was not the amount of injuries, not the amount | 
of claims, that the Indians had, but the amount 
of sales according to the public records that had 
been received by the Government. That is all 
that he settled, in any shape or form; and that is 
the only mode in which it has been ascertained; 
and the Senate will'sce that the whole thing is || 
delusive, from beginning to end. 
What I rose to state was what I now restate, | 
that, believing as I do, that we, as trustees for the | 


apprehension, without knowledge, without un- 
derstanding; and thus voted away (if we adhere | 


ing what the amount of the claims was, we are 
bound, now, to reconsider our action; at any rate, 


That is all 
that I contended for; and I doso still. I have no 
idea that these Indians are suffering so much as 
is pretended. The testimony seems to be the other 


will keep a few years longer; at any rate, long 
enough for the active friends of this measure to | 
have an investigation into the real state of the 
affair in regard to the amount actually due these | 
Indians. ‘That amount I am ready to pay atany | 
moment. 

Mr. GRIMES. One single word, sir, in ex- | 
planation of the vote | am about to give on this 
proposition. At the last session of Congress I 





| voted in favor of the allowance of this claim. I 


then thought it was just and right; upon the rec- 
ord as it now stands, I still think that it is right; 


|| but in consequence of the present condition of the 


country, (although it be such a grave offense in 
the estimation of the Senator from Arkansas to 
allude to that,) I shall not vote for its being in- 
corporated into this bill. 

1 believe that it is the duty of every Govern- 
ment to protect itself. We all know that our 
Treasury is at this time in a bankrupt condition; 
and if it be in that condition, it is our business to 
see that its wheels be kept in motion; to see that 
those shall be paid whom it first becomes our 
duty to pay. I turn to the record here—the re- 

ort of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs—and 

find that the Choctaw nation is the richest com- 
munity on the face of this continent. Lb think, 
therefore, that it is proper that we should allow 
this claim to lie over, and that we should pay 
those officers of the Government who have great 
necessities, and great calls upon us for the pay- 
ment. 

Unless it shall be shown that this award, as | 
it is called, was improperly obtained from the 


to be due from the Government to the Choctaws. | 
If it shall be shown that that was improperly ob- 
tained, then I shall concur with the Senator from 
Maine and vote against it; but as the matter now 
stands, in the present bankrupt condition of the 
Treasury, | think it is right that this subject 
should lie over; and hence I shall vote against the 
proposition, although I voted for it last year. 
Mr. PUGH. This matter was debated at great 
length in the Senate at the last session, and I gave 
these treaties a very careful examination. I can- | 
I think it is 
in pursuance of the treaties, and I think the claim 





| is indisputable. Despite the assertion of the Sen- 


ator from California and the Senator from Maine, 
I do not believe there is a court of justice sitting 


| in the United States of America, anywhere, that 


would hesitate about the construction of these 
They may have been wise or unwise; 
they were made. In order to avoid a contro- 
versy between the Choctaw tribe and the State of 
Mississippi, we provided for the removal of the 


AL GLOBE. 














__ February 2, 


tribe, and we agreed to give them acertain consi|- 





eration. Subsequently, in 1855, we made another 


treaty with them, in which the Senate of the Upj- 
ted States was ous the arbitrator, not, as 
the Senator from Maine seems to think, to go into 
any detail of accounts, but to settle the principles 
We did settle them. The Senate did. I was pot 

resent on that occasion; but the Committee on 

ndian Affairs, after an examination, reported to 


| 

| 

i | the Senate, and the Senate made its award. (Of 

It was said that the claims | 
} 

| 

} 


course it then went to the Commissioner of Indian 


| Affairs, or the Secretary of the Interior, to ascer- 


tain the amount due atcording to those principles; 
and when we find the amount to be a large one, 
instead of standing by our treaty and standing by 
our award, we begin to gag atit. If the Choc. 
taws were a foreign nation, we should be com- 
pelled to pay it; and if it were a claim by us 
against a foreign nation, we would enforce pay- 
ment by the Army and the Navy; but as it is ap 
Indian tribe, which has relied upon the faith of 
the Government, whose members have served the 
Government, not only in the wars of the South- 
west, but in the wars of the Northwest, even un- 
der General Wayntie, I think it is the muve reason 
why the faith of the Government shou'd be kept. 

Now, why not pay at the present time? The 
Senator from Iowa says the condition of the coun- 
try is such that we cannot pay it; and I believe 
the Senator from California thought so too. Did 
any body say anything about that when we were 
voting over two hundred million the other day 
for a Pacific railroad? We heard nothing about 
economy then, from either of those Senators. That 
might have staid over a year; it might have 
staid over two or three years. We heard noth- 
ing of the condition of the Treasury then. This 
is adebt; it is our duty to pay it; and now we are 
informed by the memorial of the Choctaw nation 
that their people are in a suffering condition from 
the loss of their crops, and in danger, many of 
them, of starvation and hardship; and we who, as 
to this part of the claim, have no sort of defense— 
the fact is, there is very little as to the other; itis 
more plausible than real—but as to this part of the 
claim there is no defense; it ought to carry inter- 
est from the day of the award by all legal princi- 
ples; and now, as I say, simply because it isa 
large amount, and due to people who have not the 
power to exact it from us, we, who can pass an 
appropriation of $200,000,000 for a Pacific rail- 
road, cannot vote to issue the.bonds of the Gov- 
ernment for the payment of a just and an ac- 
knowledged debt—we ourselves having been tie 
tribunal in our own case—and have decided the 
thing against ourselves. I shall give my vote for 
the amendment without any hesitation. 

Mr. LATHAM called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 17, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Clark, Doolittle, Fitch, 
Green, Hemphill, Kenuedy, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, 
Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, and Wigfall—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Bright, Chandler, Clivgman, 
Collamer, Dixon, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Feot, Fos 
ter, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Arxensas, 
King, Morrill, Pearee, Saulsbury, Seward, Simmons, Sut- 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—27. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I voted for the 
amendment at first; but, finding the direction it 
was taking, I have chosen to change my vote to 
the negative. I now stand recorded against the 
amendment to pay the Choctaws that which we 
have acknowledged, through every branch of this 
Government, is just and due to them. Lask = 
mission now, in making the motion which I do 
make to reconsider the vote just taken, that this 
bill may be laid over until Monday next, for the 
purpose of considering this motion to reconsider. 

Mr. GWIN. [hope the Senator will be grat- 
ified in that respect. I hope the bill will go over 
until Monday. We have made a good deal of 
progress in our appropriation bills, and we bave 
plenty of time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, Arkansas. I thank the Sen- 
ator very much for his support of this suggestion 
of mine. fask that the bill may be laid over for 
the purpose of looking into this matter somewhat 
more myself, and bringing to light the condition 
of the vote; the condition of the country; the con- 
dition of the clan; the condition of these people, 
who will have to come here forever, if this Gov- 
ernment stands at all, if gentlemen are consistent 
in the yote which they have cast to-day, and will 
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continue to cast it hereafter. 
outrage; an outrage upon yourselves; an outrage 
upon the Chamber where it has transpired. Com- 
mon honesty will forever raise its hand against a 
thing like that. Itis not characterized or dictated 
by a regard for your equitable and honest obliga- 
tion. 

| do not care what objections are now started 
by gentlemen. 
knowledged the justice of this claim; there is no 
question of fact ae By every sanction of this 
Government, you have acknowledged your duty 
to settle fairly with a humble set of petitioners, 
a tribe of Indians, the most civilized we have upon 
the continent, who have been waiting at your 


doors, tomy knowledge, for fifteen years, and who | 


are waiting here now; aud who, I believe, are 
doomed—because they know that there will come 
a body of men some time who will deal jusuly and 


rightly with them—to wait here for many years, | 


and still petition. 

These things, I think, can be shown; and those 
who have defeated it simply by generalities, and 
by allusions, and by imputations, and by indirec- 


tion, and by complications, and by disputing bar- | 


gains, and estimating as to the value of them at 
the time they were made and their present value, 
will also have time to consider the subject, and 
see upon what better grounds they can place their 
opposition. I have no question that they will 
find some other ground; and when they have done 
it, they can only do it with this reflection follow- 
ing each footstep: that they had failed to present 
any such view before, and that afterthoughts are 


presented to avoid an obligation which has been | 
sanctioned in all the forms that are known to | 


the establishmentof law. I ask that the bill may 
be laid over until Monday, on the motion whieh 
[ have submitted to reconsider the vote rejecting 
the amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam in favor of the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas. I have some 
doubt about the propriety of my vote on this 
amendment; I am not quite satisfied with it; I find 
that there is great difference of opinion; and unless 
there is some pressing necessity for action now, 


{ would rather it should go over a day or two, in | 


order that I may look into the question. 

Mr. PEARCE. I would suggest that we might 
as well take the bill out of committee, and the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs can 


offer his amendment again in the Senate on Mon- | 


day. We might as well pass the bill through the 
Committee of. the Whole now. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask this favor 
of the Senate; and I believe it has been rarcly 
denied. I cannot consent to yield to any more 
little maneuvers—I do not say that the Senator 
from Maryland makes any little maneuvers—but 
these are advantages at least. I may not be here 
when the amendment is next taken up and offered 
in the Senate. I shall not press it in the Senate 
if it be defeated in committee once more. I ask 
the Senate that privilege—which I have never 
denied by my vote to any one, and which I am not 
disposed to believe the Senate will deny. to me— 
that this bill may now lie over for consideration. 

Mr. PEARCE, I think the Senator would have 

precisely the same advantage under the sugges- 
tion I have made; but if he thinks otherwise, I 
shall not throw any obstacle in his way. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ison the motion of the Senator from Arkansas, 
that the further consideration of this bill be post- 
poned until Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. LANE, I move that Friday and Saturday 


of next week be set apart for the consideration of 
private bills. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


In the present state of 


the appropriation bills before the Committee on | 


Finance, | hope that Friday and Saturday will 
not be set aside for private bills. We havea great 
deal to attend to. 


Mr. LANE. At the suggestion of many Sen- | 
ators, I will change my motion, and say Friday. | 
I shall make no ae | 

he || 


| Senate passed at the last session, with amend- || 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
objection. I have made the suggestion. 
Senatecan act as they please. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


from Oregon modiiies his motion, and now moves 


THE 








This thing is an | 


that Friday of next week be setapart for the con- 
} sideration of private bills upon the Calendar. 
The motion was agreed to. 

POST ROUTE BILL. 
Mr. GREEN. I now move that the bill for the 


| organization of the Territory of Idaho be taken 


I say, you have heretofore ac- | 





up. 

Mr. GWIN. Will the Senator from Missouri 
permit me to take up the post route bill, with the 
amendments of the House ? j 
bill to be left as unfinished business, I believe. 

Mr. GREEN. That is all. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish the post route bill to be 
taken up, in order that the amendments of the 
House of Representatives may be concurred in 
by the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitcu.) 
The Chair hears no objection to the proposition 
of the Senator from California. 

Mr. GWIN. The Post Office Committee have 
examined the amendments; and they recommend 
the Senate to concur in thé amendments of the 
House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. 
R. 714) establishing certain post routes is before 
the Senate, and the Secretary will read the action 
of the House of Representatives upon the amend- 
ments of the Senate. 


amendments to the Senate amendments naming 


| additional post routes. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope that the mail routes at 
least will not be read in detail. There are two or 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He only wants his | 


three amendments which are of some importance. | 


There is no necessity for reading those which are 
merely the establishment of mail routes. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The read®e | 


|| of these amendments will be dispensed with by | 


| universal consent, and they wiil not be read ex- 
cept such as are called for by Senators. 

The Secretary read the House amendment to 
the eighteenth section, added to the bill by the 
| Senate. The House of Representatives strike out 
| the whole of the eighteenth section, and in lieu of 
it insert: 


Sec. 18. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Postneaster 
General is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for 


proposals for the daily transportation of the entire mail, | 


| overland, between St. Joseph, Missouri, or some other 
point on the Missouririver, connected by railroad with the 
east, which may be selected by the contractor, and Placer- 
ville, California, over the central route, the bids to be re- 
ceived till the first Monday of April, 1861, and the service 
to commence July L, 1961, or as soon thereafter as possible, 
and to terminate July 1, 1865. And the Postmaster Gen- 
eral is hereby directed to award the contracts to the lowest 
responsible bidder furnishing ample guarantees of his abil- 
ity and disposition to perform his contract: Provided, That 
the amount of his bid shall not exceed $800,000 per year: 
Provided, That the contractor shall supply Denver City and 
Great Salt Lake City at least semi-weekly without extra 
charge: Ind provided further, That the letter and news- 
paper mail shall be carried through in twenty days, and the 


pamplilet, magazine, periodical, and public document mail | 


in thirty-five days. But the Postmaster General may au- 


thorize the carrying of said pamphlet, magazine, periodical, | 


and public document portion of the mail by steamship route, 
at least semi-monthly, to San Francisco, if desired by the 


contractor, and if said service is performed atthe contract- | 


or’s expense: nd provided further, That the contractor 


than will make the average weight of the whole mail one 


| thousand pounds per day; and the remainder, if any, of 


the newspaper mail shall be carried on the thirty-five day 
schedule above provided for. 


Mr. HUNTER. Are we adopting amendments 
to this bill? 


ments to the Senate amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. [think there ought to be some 
explanation. I understand that these amendments 
put to the bill will involve the expenditure of a 


good deal of moncy, for another overland route | 
in addition to the one we already have. I should | 
like to know how much we are putting upon the | 


Post Office Department, how much we add to the 
postal expenses, already so heavy ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
|| can call for a separate vote on each amendment. 
Mr. HUNTER. I do not want to delay the 


nation of what we are doing. 
Mr. GWIN. This is a House bill which the 


ments. Those amendments went to the House 
| of Representatives and faiied to receive the sanc- 


shall not be required, in addition to the letter mail, to carry | 
| more of the newspaper mail by the twenty-day schedule | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- | 


tion will be on concurring in the House amend- || 


The Senator 


Senate, but I think we ought to have some expla- | 
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tion of that body during the last session. It has 
been taken up as unfinished business at this ses- 
sion, and sent back the Senate amended. Vari- 
ous post routes have been put on, and there ts an 
amendment to the provision for a daily overland 
mail to California. An amendment passed the 
Senate during the last session to establish a daily 
overland mail; but there was no limitation as to 
the amount. Now the House of Representatives 
has limited it, so that it shall notexceed $800,000. 
The House of Representatives also allow addi- 
tional time to carry printed matter—thirty-five 
| days-—instead of requiring all the mail matter to be 
carried in the same me. ‘The Senate passed it dur- 
ing the last session; itcomes back to us amended 

This dispenses with the ocean service entirely, 
and carries the mail daily on the central route, as 
proposed during the last session of Congress, and 
passed by the Senate, 

Mr. LATHAM. My colleague is mistaken 
about one thing. The ocean service is to be dis- 
pensed with when the overland route is put in 
complete operation. 

Mr. GWIN. Certainly. 

Mr. HUNTER. But in the mean time, is there 
nota limitation that you are not to send mail mat 
ter by this line of over one thousand pounds? 

Mr. GWIN. All over one thousand pounds 


) || they have thirty-five days to carry in, instead of 
The Secretary proceeded to read the House 


twenty. They have a thousand pounds to carry 
daily, and they have a longer period in which to 
convey the overplus. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think this bill ought to be 
referred to the Post Office Committee, and have 
some examination. 

Mr. GWIN. The Post Office Committee have 
examined it, and they have authorized me to re- 
port in favor of accepting the amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. Without examination? 

Mr.GWIN. They have examined it. Ithas 
been before the Post Office Committee six months 
during the last session and this, and every mem 
ber of the committee has authorized me to report 
in favor of accepting the House amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
would remark that the bill does not appear to 
have been referred, though it may have been ex 
amined. 

Mr. GWIN. It was not referred; but I went 
to the members of the committee, and they au 
thorized me to report in favor of accepting the 
amendments of the House. Every member of the 
committee is here. 

Mr. HALE. Iam on the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and I want to say this 
in relation to this matter: the bill was brought 
back, and what the Senator from California states 
is exactly true; but the only point I think that the 
Senator hee consulted the committee upon, 1s the 
overland maifroute. My recollection te different 
from the Senator’s in regard to the proceedings 
| of the body at the last session. I have an im- 
pression that this provision did not pass the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. It did. 

Mr. LATHAM. Yes; it was put on the post 
route bill. 

Mr. GWIN. This very bill. 

Mr. HALE. I know, when we had the discus- 
sion up, there was a good deal of debate, and a 
great many propositions were offered—one by 
|| myself, one by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
|: [Mr. Wirson 
|| Mr. GWIN. 


en — ™ 











I never heard an objection to 
any portion of the bill, except that about the over- 
land mail. 

Mr. HALE. That is what I was going to say. 
Of course, | supposed that was the reason. In 
regard to the provision for the overland mail, | 
| was in favor of it last year, and I am in favor of 
it now; but I was in favor then, and am now, of 
dispensing with the Butterfield route. I thought 
then, and I think now, that we ought not to pay 
$600,000 a year for carrying that mail. The posi- 
age that was received upon that route, by the re- 
port of the Postmaster General at the last session, 
which Il examined, if Lremember aright was some- 
thing like twenty-seven thousand dollars for the 
sum of $600,000 paid out; but it was suggested at 
that time that, in consequence of the breaking off 
of the ocean navigation, which was suspended for 
a while, and other causes, that would be constantly 
| increasing; and I suppose it has increased. Ihave 
| not looked at the report this session to know the 
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amount received last year. Can either of those 
Senators tell me? ; 

Mr. GWIN. TU have not examined it. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
expenditure ? 

Mr. HALE. The amount spent on the But- 
terficid route is ¢690,000, and on this route $800,000 
is proposed, making $1,400,000 a year for car- 
rying the mails between these two points sub- 
stantially. I am in favor of this overland mail 
route from St. Louis to San Francisco. 
remember what the precise termini are; but } 


think itis incumbent upon us, in some way or || 


What is the amount of the | 


| 
i} 
i} 
} 
| 


I do not | 


other, to cut off the Butterfield route if we take |) 
this; because the establishment of this alone, and | 


the payment of $800,000 to it, will enable it to | 
carry everything that is necessary between the | 
If you establish this || 
overland mail route, the Butterfield route will be | 
comparatively uscless; | may almost say entirely | 
80, but perhaps not eutirely so. J consented that | 


Atlantic and Pacific coast. 


the amendment should be reported, and I hope 
that the Senate will adopt it, but that is all the 
examipation that has been given to the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think a matter of this 
importance ought not to be passed without further 
consideration, more than we can give it at this 
hour of the day. 


Mr. GWIN. I am willing that it shall go over. || 
I do not want anybody to vote on it without un- | 


derstanding it. 
refer it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
adjourn. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
Maine will withdraw that,in order that a motion 
may be made to have the bill printed with these 
amendments. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
of the House be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ST. MATTHEW'S CIIURCI. 
Mr. KENNEDY. With the indulgence of the 


it is unnecessary, however, to 


I move that the Senate 


Certainly. 


Senate, | should like to have a small bill con- | 
I move to take | 
up the bill (S. No. 547) for the relief of the parish || 
of St. Matthew’s church, in the city of Wash- | 


sidered that will lead to no debate. 


ington, 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


read a second time, and considered as in Com- | 


mittee of the Whole. It propases to empower 
Rev. Charles J. White, parish priest of St. Mat- 
thew’s church, in the city of Washington, to sell 
certain lots of ground deeded to the priest of the 
parish by the late Wiiliam Easby, Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, known in the plot of Wash- 
ington city as lots Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
and 14, in square No. 236; the proceeds of the 
sale to be applied to the uses and benefit of the 
parish. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

ILOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice by their titles, and re- 
ferred as indicated below: 

A bill (H. R. No. 972) authorizing a loan—to 
the Committee on Finance. 

A bill (H. R. No. 896) for the relicf of D. D. 
Harrill—to the Commitice on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 5) authorizing 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
revise and adjust the accounts of John Randolph 
Clay, United States Minister to Peru—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


TERRITORY OF IDAHO. 


Mr. GREEN. I move now to take up the bill 
organizing the Territory of Idaho, merely for the 
purpose of having it left as unfinished business. 

Mr. PEARCE. That will give it precedence 
over the Indian appropriation bill, and I hope 
that will not be done. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall be willing to postpone 
it for that. I want to keep it alive; that is all. 

Mr. PEARCE. Very well. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


I hope the Senator from | 


I move that the amendments | 








| sixty-seven citizens of the city of New York and 


| against any compromise of Republican principles; 
| which were laid upon the table. 


| sonal explanation, and an explanation on behalf 
| of fe Committee of Claims. 


| it was the same claim reported against by Mr. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satunpay, February 2, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o'clock, m. Prayer | 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas. H. Stockton. | 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. | 
DESTITUTE INDIANS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 


| before the House a communication from the act- 


ing Secretary of the Interior, transmitting and 
concurring in a recommendation of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, that $100,000 be appro- 
priated for the relief of destitute Indians, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior; 
which, on motion, was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS RELATiNG TO THE CRISIS. 


Mr. JOHAN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 
sen', presented the petition of six hundred and 


its environs, in favor of compromise and concil- 
iation, aud more especially in favor of the border- 
State proposition; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous 


adelphia, recommending the support of the Con- 
stitution, the maintenance of the Union, and the 
enforcement of the laws; which was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. SPAULDING, by unanimous consent, 
resented the following: The petition of Hon. 
Millard Fillmore, Henry W. Rogers, J. T.Hatch, 
J.M. Smith, and three thousand others, in favor 
of the adoption of the Crittenden compromise; 
the petition of O. J. Green, S. C. Adams, Philip 
Byer, W.F. Miller, and others, in favor of main- 
taining the Constitution and enforcing the laws; 
and the remonstrance of J. B. Saxe, J N. Rich- 
mond, J. H. Gaylord, Philetus Allen, and others, 





JONAS P. LEVY. ~ 
Mr. WALTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise for a per- 


A few days ago I 
reported, from the Committee of Claims, a jojnt 
resolution for the relief of Jonas P. Levy. On 
that occasion, I find the gentleman from Ohio | 
(Mr. Suerman] reported as saying that it was the | 
same claim which Mr. Whittlesey pronounced a 
fraud, after full examination. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I merely inquired whether 


Whittlesey. 

Mr. WALTON. In either event an imputa- 
tion mig):t be inferred against the Committee of 
Claims, and I wish to say a word. There is no 
authority of more weight with that committee 


than that of Mr, Whittlesey, who was s9 long 1) 


its chairman, distinguished, | may say, above all 
others for his fidelity to duty. His report is a 
strong one agaist the claim; it was examined 
by the committee; it has been placed on the files; | 
and it goes with the other papers to the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury for their examination. 
But in justice to all concerned, it is proper to 
state that it appears from Mr. Whittlesey’s re- 
port that there is one item of the claim which he 
did not pass upon. Moreover, theclaimant alleges 
that there is important testimony in the casc, 
which neither Mr. Whittlesey, the board of com- 
missioners, the Court of Claims, nor any other 
authority, has yet had. We simply propose that 
the claimant should have a rehcaring with the ben- 
efit of that testimony and all that is now in the 
case. The Senate so decided at the last session. 
{ need not add another word; but in order that 
the ground upon which the commiitee acted may 
be understood, I will conclude with an extract 
from the report of the committee. Itis as follows: 


| 
“On a review of the case, we find that there has been 





some new evidence produced, both favorable and adverse— 
much argument pro and con—iuuch crimination and re- 
crimination, and yet that the case stands substantially as 
it did when Congress reopened it in 1854. The evidence 
now in the case wil not admit a decision in favor of the 
claim; and, on the other hand, we are not disposed to re- 
ject it, because the papers alleged to have been lost have 
not been produced, nor have their contents, to any consid- 
erable degree, been supplied by secondary evidence. The 
claimant further alleges that important papers now exist in 
the State and Treasury Departments, which the committee 
might call fur; but he does not allege that these are the 
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papers originally filed and said to be lost. As to los 
| the Court of Claims has well said that upon some e 
though it be slight, of loss, and diligent and uns 
search, the claimant may then make affidavit of Joss, and 
thereupon be permitted to prove the contents of the inet 
papers by secondary evidence. This remains to be done: 
and we think the claimant should be permiuted stil} to avail 
himself of this right. 

‘Again: in respect to the claim for damages in conse. 
quence of illegal expulsion from Mexico, the Court of 
Claims states that a material detect in the evidence js, tha; 
the laws of Mexico under which Levy was expelled haye 
not been produced, nor inferior proofs presented. We can 
see no great difficulty in producing or proving the statutes 
of Mexico, or any resolution or order for the expulsion of 
American citizens from Mexico; and we think the claim, 
ant should be permitted todo it. This seems to have been 
a part of the claim admitted to be valid by the commission 
ers. The Auditor rejected it for written reasons, but those 
reasons cannot be found ; the Comptroller did not pass upon 
this part of the case at all; and in rejecting it the Court o¢ 
Claims distinctly intimates that it is for want of proor 
which is certainly material, and seems to be attainable. 
For the purpose of permitting the claimant to produce 
evidence which the Court of Claims has decided to pe 
pertinent and essential, and of disposing of the case, the 
commitiee report the accompanying joint resolution ayq 
recommend its passuge. 


COMPROMISE MEMORIALS. 
Mr. NOELL. I desire to present three memo- 


t papers, 
Vidence, 
uecessty| 


Pe, a “S || rials from my constituents in reference to existins 
| consent, presented the petition of citizens of Phil- | y ng 


| difficulties; one from citizens of Dent county, and 
/another from citizens of Phelps county, Mis- 
souri, both signed by the farmers and working- 
men of those counties, asking Congress to adopt 
| the Crittenden propositions. The third memorial 
isfrom Lucy A. James and thirty-five other |a- 
dies of Phelps county. They come here not in 
| the spirit of dictation, but as the descendants of 
those honored women who showed their devotion 
to the country in the days of the Revolution, ask- 
ing this House to take such measures as may avert 
the calamities which now threaten the country, 
and in which those nearest and dearest to them 
will be involved. 

cee memorials were received, and laid on the 
table. 


TITLE TO CERTAIN LANDS IN IOWA. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. By the instruction of the 
| Committee on Public Lands, I desire to report a 





| joint resolution to quiet title to certain Jands in the 


| State of Iowa, and to ask that the same considered 

| now and put upon its passage. 

| The bill, which was read, provides that all the 

| title which the United States sull retains in the 

| tracts of lands along the Des Moines river, above 

| the mouth of the Racoon Fork therein, in the 

| State of Iowa, which have heretofore been certi- 
| fied to that State improperly by the Secretary of 


|| the Interior, as part of the grant approved under 


| the act of August 8, 1846, be relinquished to the 
| State of Iowa. 

| Mr. TRIMBLE. Ifthere is any objection made 
| to it, such objection may be removed by an ex- 


| planation which will not occupy more than two 


minutes. 


Mr. THOMAS. I would like to have the bill 


|| explained. 


United States made a grant of land to the State of 

lowa to aid in the improvement of the navigation 

of the Des Moines river. The Secretary of the 
| Interior certified to that State some four tod 
| thousand acres of land above the mouth of the 
Racoun Fork of that river. It has been decided 
, by the Supreme Court of the United States that 
| those lands were nr certified. A sub- 

sequent grant made by Congress to the State of 
Iowa, for railroad purposes, covers the whole 
| of these four hundred thousand acres, with the 
exception of about one thousand acres. These 
lands, therefore, do not revert to the Govern- 

ment of the United States in consequence of that 
| decision, but are still to be retained by the State 
| for railroad purposes. These lands have been 
| sold to actual settlers, who have paid their money 
|for them. They are now occupied, and there 
| are three or four towns built upon them. There 
| are, to my actual knowledge, lands among them 
| worth from fifty to sixty dollars per acre. The 
| settlers want their titles confirmed. The State 
' 
| 
| 
| 


| 
Mr. TRIMBLE. In 1846 the Congress of the 
| 





sold and patented the lands to the present occu- 

pants; and all this resolution asks is, that their 

titles may be confirmed. This resolution is drawn 

| up, and its adoption recommended, by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. ; 

Mr. PHELPS. !f ft am not mistaken, this 

question was before the late Secretary of the In- 
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ay terior for his decision; and there has recently been Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, obtained the floor. consent, the Committee of ihe Whole House be 
cesst ome action upon it by that Department. Is not Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rule » salltiealia sme = ci temper i 
ul some ac I y P VAL ALAN. move that the rules be |) discharged from the further consideration of 
aio. that so? suspended, and that the House resolve itself into || resolution (H.R. No. 5) netneaitiens he yo 

C Ine e : mn ° , . , . 74 ee nizing ’ er 

¢ boat Mr. TRIMBLE. It is. I have had the matter || the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || accounting officers of the Treasury to epee ! 

0 avail in my hands since the last session of Congress, |) Union. adjust the accounts of John Rander h Clay, Uni 

! ’ 7 . ’ ™ - “~T o ° . on ie s . ul ) iany ini- 

and during the present session. The result of Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman has || ted States minister to Peru The Pi he . 

—, the deliberations of the Interior Departmentis the | not the floor to make that motion. appropriation, and it quake te ass Mr Cla ie 

0 ; . e : ‘ . mr ‘ . rr Wn - . . ° 9 = eae. 4 Pr. Aay tt 

fe, toes recommendation of the adoption of this resolution, | The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- || here in the city waitine for the settlement of his 
d have which, as I said before, was drawn up by the Sec- || souri has the floor. || accounts, : ro . 

Ve can retary of the Interior. . ‘ | Mr.FENTON. What is the regular order of || Mr. SHERMAN. I will not object to anything 

—e Mr. PHELPS. Then it met with the approval || business? that can be done by unanimous consent. — ; 

> . as 1} om : > ; : j i s sent, 
in of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, The SPEAKER. Private bills. || Mr. BRANCH. 1 will not object to this joint 
e been and of the late Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Unless some gen- || resolution, inasmuch as merely refers this = tter 
ission T hompson ? || tleman indicates a desire to debate this bill, 1 will || to the accounting officers o¥ the Treas L: 
t those Mr. TRIMBLE. Accompanying the resolution || call the previous question yerfectly willing thé ; bat i sin ta 
‘8 upon 7 oa P ti fr ; Se © 7 - I ; J as : q ° ; fe riec y wi ing at it shall pass, but il is noetto 
ourt of is a communication from the Secretary of the In- Mr. BINGHAM. I move to lay the bill upon |; be understood as an expression of the opinion of 
proof terior, giving his reasons for recommending its || the table. , | the House that this party ought to be paid his 
inable. passage. Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, calied for the yeas || claim unless he can show to the accounting offi 
| oi No objection being made, the resolution was || and nays. cers of the Treasury that he can brine himself 
Se, the received, read a first and second time, and ordered | Mr. BURCH. I move a call of the House. within the terms of the existing law. ~ 
mm and to be engrossed and read a third time; and, being Mr. SHERMAN. I would ask if my motion | There being no objection, the Committee of the 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, || is not now in order to go into the Committee of |, Whole House was discharged from the further 
and passed. . the Whole on the state of the Union? I hope the || consideration of the joint resolution. [twas then 
nemo- Mr. I'RIMBLE moved to reconsider the vote by || House will not waste the whole day upon this || ordered to be engrossed and read a third time, 
isting which the resolution was passed; and also moved | private bill. ; Maer bs |, and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
y, and to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order || third time, and passed. 
Mis- The latter motion was agreed to. a. Ui) Mr. NIBLACK moved to reconsider the vote 
rking- Mr.SCOTT. Onentering the Hall this morn- The SPEAKER ordered tellers upon the mo- | by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
, | g | . passed 
adopt ing, | found lying — my desk an address to the | UO" that there be a call of the House; and ap- | also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
morial President and Vice President of the United States, pointed Messrs. VaLLanpicuam and Tomas. table. 
er la- siened by Ww... Jewett, of Pike’s Peak, whom The House divided; and the tellers reported— The latter motion was agreed to. 
not in { suppose to be crazy and insane. I would like to || 8Yes Seven; noes not counted. ; 
y a , 7 5 SALTIMORE A} , ' 
ints of know by what authority this House is to be in- So a call of the House was refused. BALI nS ALS, SURE Soa 
votion sulted by laying such trash upon our desks? | ‘The yeas and nays upon the motion to laythe |. Mr. CARTER. I ask leave to reer back 
aa The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to bill upon the table were ordered. from the Committee for the District of Columbia 
secea the gentleman from California that he has no || , The question was taken; and it was decided in Senate bill No. 377, to authorize the Baltimore 
untry, knowledge upon that subject. | the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 50; as follows: and Ohio Railroad Company to extend the Wash- 
pel Mr. SCOTT. That is all 1 desire. | YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Ash ington branch of their road to the Potomac river, 
L pa : ley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Biair, Brayton, Bristow, and across the same, by an extension of the pres- 
oo ARKIN TALLY. Bufhinton, Burlingaine, | Surnham, Butterfield, Campbell, |, ent structure known as the Long Bridge, for the 
| Mr. STOKES. I ask the unammous consent |) 5re%, Harter Case, Poburn, Jolin Cochrane, Covode, | purpose of connecting with the Virginia railroad 
of the House to report back, from the Committee || Fly, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, I Garnett, Gooch, || &t that point . 
: : ; ws Ce |) Bly, & ge, Fe , Ferry, Foster, Garnett, Gooch, i 
ed on savalie Poaslions, a o for the relief of Larkin —e — — T. Harris, Hoard, Holman,William A. Mr. BARR. I object. 
‘ally, a citizen of my district, anda poor blind | oward, Hutehins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, D. D 
ass : ; — a alli: Folloge Kenv : - at Pies a? . D. HARRILL. 
porta soldier; and I ask that i av be _ || William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. ns : . 
ran ae — : t may be put upon its ores ae M. a Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mr. LEE. I am instructed by the Committee 
a. assuage. ; ‘ b Marston, McKean, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, || on the Post ic 4 c ; 
idered The bill, which was read for information, directs || Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, || ee ae ae : “lo ee ngs — oa 
the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of || Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Rey 7 - 7 Ce eee eae 
all the a : > . || n®lds, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, mittee of the Whole House be discharged from 
, Larkin Tally on the pension rolls of the United || oye’. Sera etceeia ; a J he further consider : ll No. & 
in the “seat | f eish ot : . | Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sheiman, William N. H. |) the further consideration of House bill No. 896, 
lation State 8, at the rate of eight dollars per month, from || Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Stokes, Stratton, ‘Tap for the relief of D. D. Harrill, and that it be put 
A ec and after the Ist of January, 1861, during his nat- pan, ‘Thayer, Tompkins, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, Van |! upon its passage ; P 
in the ural life. | 7 as = ade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu UThe bill ‘cua ; ae thori d direct 
: certi- Mr IRNET" ee ene aial ; . Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Wood—97. ; as read. authorizes and directs 
ary of ae BURNETT. [ask for the reading of the ; WATS —sesers, Given Adams, Adrain, Thomes L. An ae General to examine the claim of 
; . i erson, William C. Anderson, Barr, Barret, Brabson, Briggs, |} D. D. Harrill, late aster ; ‘alifor- 
under The report, which was read, shows that the || Browa, Bureh, Burnett, Jobn B. Clark, Colfax, Cox, James 1] nia aa = — — - Shasta, Califor 
to the etitioner volunteered in the company of Captain Craig, Curtis, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Florence, 7 f ms aoe Sary expenses, attorney 8 fees, 
once Mila sllsila tiie ie es Fouke, Hamilton, Hindman, William Howard, Hughes, costs 0 court, and damages in the way of interest, 
» eaads i ; q Se urg county, Virginia, |) Lee, Logan, Maclay, Mallory, Maynard, MeCiernand, Me in defending the actions of the Post Office Depart- 
in 1813, and was attached to the sixth regiment |; Kenty, McKnight, Montgomery, Nelson, Niblack, Nocll, || ment arainst him as postmaster, and against his 
an ex- commanded by Colonel William Sharp and Col- |, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Scott, Sickles, Spaulding, William || suyeties—the judgment obtainedsin which acti 
in two onal Greig Green. He served six months asa Stewart, Thomas, Vallandigham, Waldron, Webster, Wins- | | 7 a x pe or ntso eed =. ueh actions 
: f s oo 7 5 iaving bee or re re , - 
drummer at Norfolk. He swears that he then was ser eminent pe ee ee oe meg Nendner ie 
he bill honorably discharged, but has lost or mislaid the During the roll-call, = tine ¢2,649 9 ‘l ebay ete 
ae —- _ ° ‘K st / - ceeding $2.649 97 therefor. 

f tl same, so that hecannot produce it. The evidence Mr. HELMICK stated that he had paired off | Mr BURN ETT 2 Tet ere anything fr the 
pot the further shows that he applied to the department, with Mr. Haski on this bill. ie Se ee = ; : a ything from the 
tate of and drew two land warrants for eighty acres each; Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri, stated that Mr. Mr LEE ma ‘ook thant op , 
er the also that he is very old and very poor, and totally wy onnees was conGaed to his room by ingispe- b rc f, y b a eo aaa ee 
of the blind, and not ab : ‘| sition. aver, RY VS SCOR. 

’ able to procure any support for " . The report was re: ise :, fir 
undred his famil i a PP wank The Fesult of the vote having been announced The report was read. It discloses, first, that 

f the mily or himself, but, on the contrary, is Sad 5 > \| Drury D. Harrill, a citizen of the United States 
of the wholly dependent upon the charity of others. | °5 {Ove recorded, | even spneladell emathneteh at Ginitin. altbenis. 
lecided These facts are fully substantiated by the deposi- Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote |) 4 "ist of O mage Aptos Seer temary: 
3 that tine ofa ember of quod citinene by which the bill was laid upon the table; and |) 0” op Ist gh ure oe - he held 
A sub- No objection being made, the bill was reported | also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon || unts os 855, during which time he expended 
sate of os ‘ » th the toble. || $1,042 31 for necessary clerk hire in the transac- 

y the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and |, . i t f the busi f the office; also fifty dollar 

whole «rdered to be engrossed and ‘ead a third time; and The latter motion was agreed to. | oer th for office io t, : kin . $1 0 fi 7 he 

sh the bein ES and || : per month for office rent, making §1, or the 
These aan ae fa accordingly read the third | LOAN BILL. | whole perod for rent, which, with the amount paid 

overn- Mr. STOKES moved to reconsider the vote by | Mr. SHERMAN. I now desire to call up the || forclerk hire, amounted to the sum of $2,092 31; 
of that which the bill was passed; and also moved to | y || loan bill, if it has been printed. || which sum, in settling with the Department, Hav- 
e State the motion to saeeeiden upon th table ®Y || The SPEAKER. The Ciair will state that || rill withheld. For the recovery of this amount 
e been The letmemunsien was ae d : , | the bill has not yet been returned from the Printer. | the Postmaster General instituted suit, and ob- 
mone , grees te. Mr. SHERMAN. I will move, then, that the || tained a judgment, upon which exccution was 
| there RESOLUTIONS OF MINNESOTA. | House resolve itself into the Committee of the || issued; whereupon Harrill borrowed the neces- 
There Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, pre- W hole on the state of the Union. | Sary amount to liquidate the claim, and paid the 

¢ them sented the resolutions of the Legislature of the || Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from cement eegel. and costs in full. On the 19th 
The State of Minnesota upon the state of the Union; | Ohio will permit ae offer an am< ndment to the } of Mare ly 1859, the Postmaster Gencral ordered 
» State which were referred to the select committee of || !0am bill; and if he does net propose to proceed || $2,092 31 to be passed to the credit of Harrill on 
t occu- five, and ordered to be printed. | with the consideration of the bill to-day, | should }| the books in the Department; it being the amount 
xe their Mr. FENTON. I now call for the regular order || like to have my amendment printed. of the original claim of the Government against 
drawn of business. | Mr.SHERMAN. Assoon as the loan bill is || Harrill. It appears to be well established by ac- 
Secre- HARRIS AND BUTTERFIELD. printed—and I expect it every moment—I desire || COmMpanying papers that Harrill, in defending the 

The SPEAKER. Th _, || to call it up; and then the gentleman can offer his || suitandin hirin ete te Daoe and 

n, this oiertaamenien ieee Ye lar order of busi- || amendment. } costs, incurred the following iabilities: attorney's 
the lo- onsideration of the bill of the Senate JOHN RANDOLPY CLAY | fees, $827 69; court fees, $397 28; interest on 

| 


No. 23, for the relief of Arnold Harris and Sam- || 
uel FP, Butterfield. 


money loaned to pay judgment, (three to four per 
cent. per month,) $1,425; which 1s shown to have 


Mr. NIBLACK. I ask that, by unanimous 





ma 


| 
2 
% 
| 
| 
f 


m7 


ss Sanpete oe 


Pd 


a 


one orm 


anit 


= she 


ng geeny # 
ee i @ 


w ed! 


— a 


Pipa to tan: Or 


> > ae 


oad 


ee ee ve 


te 


. 


y roe * 


— ag tee 
¢ hee 


® 


Mere us 


slFig yr the Spee 


PEC KS eae 


4 


> 





712 


been the usual rate of interest paid at that timein | he its now authorized to negotiate. 


that place on well-secured paper. 

‘There being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole House was discharged from the farther 
consideration of the bill. It was then ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was according!y read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. LEE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

LOAN BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The loan bill is now here; 
and I call for the regular order of business. It 
has been printed; and itis important that it should 
be passed immediately, so that the Senate may 
act upon it to-day. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
House bill No. 972, authorizing a loan, 

Mr. GARNETT. I rise to a point of order. I 
desire to know how this bill comes before the 
House ° 

The SPEAKER. It was received yesterday by 
unanimous consent, with the understanding that 
it should come up to-day as soon as printed. That 
is the way in which it comes before the House. 

The bill was read, and is as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the United States | 


be, and hereby is, authorized, at any time before the Ist of 


July next, to borrow, on the credit of the United States, a | 


stim not exceeding $25,000,000, or so much thereof as, in 
his opinion, the exigencies of the public service may re- 
quire to be used in the payment ot the current demands 
upon the Treasury, and forthe redemption of Treasury notes 
now outstanding, and to replace in the Treasury any amount 
of said notes which shall have been paid and received for 
public dues. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That stock shall be is 


sucd for the amount so borrowed, bearing interest not ex- | 


ceeding six per centum per annum, and to be reimbursed 
within a period not beyond twenty years, and not less than 
ten years; and the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is 
hereby, authorized, with the consent of the President, to 
cause certificates of stock to be prepared, which shall be 
signed by the Register and sealed with the seal of the Treas- 
ury Seeman. for the amount so borrowed, in favor of 
the parties lending the same, or their assigns, which cer 
tifieates may be transferred on the books of the Treasury, 
under such regulations as may be established by the Secre- 
tary of the ‘T'reasury : Provided, That no certificate shall 
be issued for a less sum than $1,000: And provided, also, 
i‘hat, whenever required, the Secretary of the ‘T'reasury 
may cause coupons of semi-annual interest payable thereon 
to be attached to certificates issued under this act; and any 
certificate with such coupons of interest attached may be 
assigned and transferred by delivery of the same, instead of 
being transferred on the books of the Treasury. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That betore awarding 
said loan, the Secretary of the ‘l’reasury shall cause to be 
inserted in two of the public newspapers of the city of 
Washington, and in one or more public newspapers in other 
cities of the United States, public notice that sealed pro- 
posals for such will be received until a certain day, to be 
specified in such notice, not less than ten days from its first 
insertion in a Wgshington newspaper; and such notice 
shall state the amount of the loap, at what periods the 
money shall be paid, if by installments, and at what places. 
Such sealed proposals shall be opened, on the day appointed 


in the notice, in the presence of such persons as may choose | 


to attend, and the proposals decided by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who shall accept the most favorable offered by 
responsible bidders — stock. And the said Secretary 
shall report to Congres 


of whom and on what terms it shall have been obtained, 
with an abstract or brief statement of all the proposals sub- 


mitted forthe same, distinguishing between those accepted | 


and those rejected, with a detailed statement of the expense 
of making such loans. 


Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the faith of the 
United States is hereby pledged forthe due payment of the 


5 at the commencement of the next | 
session, the amount of mnoney borrowed under this act, and | 


| to modify the act of 22d June last in that respect, 


interest and the redemption of the principal of said stock. | 


Mr. PHELPS. 
ment to the bill: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert as fol- 
lows: 

That the provisions of the third section of the act “ au- 
thorizing a loan, and providing for the redemption of Treas- 
ury notes,” approved June 22, 1860, be, and hereby are, so 
modified as to empower the Secretary of the Treasury to 
negotiate the balance of said loan not already disposed of, 
on terms which may appear to be most favorable to the 
United States, which shall be offered, on notice to be pub- 
lished not less than ten days, at the discretion of said Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in the manner prescribed in said 
third section of the act; and the proceeds of said loan may 


be applied in the discharge of the current expenses of the 
Government. 


Mr. Speaker, the bill, as reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, proposes to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to negotiate 
a new loan of $25,000,000. At the last session of 
Congress we authorized a loan of $21,000,000. 


I offer the following amend- 


The whole of thatloan has not yet been negotiated i] liti 
|| any person receiving a salary by law.” 


Ly the Secretary ofthe Treasury. There isa bal- 


| 





THE 





of Representatives, at its last session, embodied || 
in the tariff bill a loan of $21,000,000; and that bill 
is now pending in the Senate, with a probability, 
I think I may say, that it will receive the sanc- 
tion of that body. We have now a proposition 
for a new loan, while we have still a law upon 
the statute-book authorizing a loan of nearly four- 
teen million dollars. Lam therefore opposed to the 
passage of the bill as reported by the Committee | 
of Ways and Means. 

I desire that money shall be placed at the con- 
trol of this Government, to meet its current ex- 
penditures, including the redemption of Treasury 
notes; but I think the best policy would be to ne- 
gotiate the loan already authorized, before author- 
izing anew loan. The credit of the country is 
already depressed, and we will still further de- 
press that credit by inscribing a new loan upon 
our statute-book. I think the true policy of the 
Government would be to negotiate the existing 
loan. My amendment obviates any difficulties in 
relation to the law authorizing that loan, and gives | 
the Secretary of the Treasury power to make the 
negotiation forthwith. The exigencies of the 
Treasury Department are pressing. On the 2lst | 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


day of January last there was but little over two || 


| of money between now and the 4th of March next. 


| desire. 


|, loan outstanding, with the $25,000,000 now pro- 
| posed in the bill, and the $21,000,000 loan con- 


| loan, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be inserted 
| in twoof the public newspapers of the city of Washington, 


ance of that loan of nearly fourteen million, which | 


million dollars subject to be drawn by the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States in the various de- 
positories. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has informed 
us that before the 4th of March next he will need 
something like eight million dollars, in addition 
to the receipts from the usual sources of revenue. 
He says that, under the terms of the loan act of | 
22d June last, he is required to advertise for too | 
long a period of time, for at least thirty days, be- 
fore the loan is awarded; and he needs that sum 


The amendment which L have submitted proposes 


by allowing the Secretary of the Treasury to ad- 
vertise for not less than ten days in the newspa- 
pers of the city, and in such other cities as he may 
It also removes another restriction con- 
tained in that bill. That is, that the loan shall 
not be negotiated fer lessthan par. I propose, by 
my amendment, to modify the act of 22d June in 
that respect, so that the Secretary of the Treasury 
may negotiate the loan at less than par. The 
bonds are to bear interest at the rate of six per 
cent.; and if my amendment be adopted, they are 
to be negotiated on such terms as the capitalists 
of the country are willing to furnish money to the 
Government. Iam willing to have this loan of 
nearly fourteen million negotiated in this way. 
But do gentlemen expect that the Government can 
obtain money on as favorable terms, with this 





tained in the tariff bill? 

To show the modifications proposed by my 
amendment, I quote the section of the act of 22d 
June last. ‘The first section of that act provides 
that said loan shall ** be used in the redemption of 
Treasury notes now outstanding, and to replace | 
in the Treasury any amount of said notgs which 
shall have been paid and received for public dues, 
and for no other purpose.’? The third section is 
as follows: 


‘ 4nd be it further enacted, That before awarding said | 





and in one or more public newspapers in other cities of the 
United States, public notice that sealed proposals for such 
loan will be received until a certain day, to be specified in | 
such notice, not less than thirty days from its first insertion | 
in a Washington newspaper; and such notice shall state 
the amount of the loan, at what periods the money shall be 
paid, if by installments, and at what places. Such sealed 
proposals shall be opened, on the day appointed in the no- 
tice, in the presence of such persons as may choose to at- 
tend, and the proposals decided by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who shall accept the most favorable offered by 
responsible bidders for said stock. And said Secretary shall 
report to Congress, at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, the amount of money borrowed under this act, and of 
whom, and on what terms it sha¥ have been obtained, with 
an abstract or brief statement of all the proposals submitted 
for the same, distinguishing between those accepted and 
those rejected, with a detailed statement of the expense of 
making such loans: 4nd vided, That no stock shall be 
disposed of at less than its par value ; and the sum of $5,000 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to pay for engraving and print- 
ing the certificates, and other expenses of executing this 
act; but no additional compensation shall be allowed to 





Do gentlemen suppose that the Government can 
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The House | obtain money on as favorable terms as it could if 


the loan proposed in the bill reported by the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means were not authorized > 
{ am aware that the answer will be made to th» 

roposition which I make, that the loan of 224 
a last was authorized to be expended in the 
retiring of ‘Treasury notes, and for no other pur- 
pose whatever. We have provided by law, passe 
at this session of Congress, that the Secretary of 
the Treasury may issue $10,000,000 of Treasury 
notes; and they have been already issued, for t)). 

urpose of redeeming outstanding Treasury notes, 

am aware it will be urged that the balance of the 
loan of 22d June last 1s applicable only to the 


|, redemption of the Treasury notes outstanding at 


the date of the passage of the act, and of such 


| Treasury notes as were authorized to be issued 


at this session of Congress. These Treasury notes 
bear a rate of interest at from ten to twelye per 
cent. The first $5,000,000 negotiated was at the 
rate of twelve per cent., except about two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. The next $5,000,000 
negotiated was made at an average rate of interest 
of not quite eleven per cent. The Treasury notes 
will not go into circulation. They will not be 
redeemed by the Government, because the hold- 
ers will not present them for redemption unt! 
the twelve months shall have expired, and the 
sixty days additional allowed by the terms of the 
act. In other words, there is no need of pro- 
viding for the redemption of the Treasury notes, 
authorized at this session, until the next Congress 
shall have assembled. It will be ample time then 
to provide for their redemption. Gentlemen on 
the other side now propose to modify the tariff; 
and they assert that the tariff bill which passed 
the House of Representatives will, if it become 
a law, yield us at least $6,000,000 of revenue 
more than is received under the present tariff act. 
I do not believe that it will be so. But the gen- 
tlemen who make the statement do believe it; and 
if so, why do they now propose to create so large 
a debt? 

It is expected that the tariff bill will go into 
effect about the Ist of July next; in other words, 
that we will commence to receive all the benefits 
under this increased rate of duties before the end 
of this fiscal pa. or by the commencement of 
the next fiscal year. You must recollect, Mr. 
Speaker, that there is a large amount of goods 
now in the bonded warehouses—stored under the 
existing warehousing system—the importers hav- 
ing three years from the time they are deposited 
to withdraw them for consumption or reéxporta- 
tion. If this new tariff act, which proposes the 
abolition of the warehousing system, shall go into 
effect, you necessarily force intogmarket a large 
amount of goods now deposited in the bonded 
warehouses; and thus you either increase the re- 
ceipts of revenue, or drive the importers to reéx- 
port these goods. I see that for the last six months 
the goods entered for consumption, and with- 
drawn from the bonded warehouses, have been 
small; and the revenues derived from them have 
been insufficient to meet the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. The merchants in the interior, owing 
to the pressure in the money market, and to the 
political difficulties of the country, are slow in 
making purchases. If these political disturbances 
be settled, you will find commerce and manufac- 
tures reviving, and the importation of foreign 
goods will be largely increased, unless the higher 
rates of duties imposed under the new tariff bill 
shall have the effect of restricting importation. 

I repeat, Mr. Speaker, that if we desire to main- 
tain the public credit, our proper course is to make 
provision for the use oF the loan already au- 
thorized, by the modifications proposed in my 
amendment, instead of authorizing a new loan of 
$25,000,000. I now tell the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means that, if this bill pass 
in its present form, no money will be realized 
from it before the Ist of March next. In order 
to carry the act into effect, new plates wild have 
to be engraved and notes printed, and that will 
require time. 

ut if my amendment be adopted, the plates at 
present in use can be used in printing the bonds 
to be issued; and, after ten days’ advertisement, 
the Treasury will be prepared to issue its bonds. 

The information which I have given to the 
House }yas been derived from the Treasury De- 
partment; and the amendment submitted by me 
receives the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 
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New York would say the credit of the Govern- || plate,to which mv friend from Missouri alluded, 


ury, with the exception of the one provision, that 
the proceeds of the loan shall be applied to the 
current expenses of the Government; but I un- 
derstand that the present Secretary of the Treas- 
ury would have given the act of June 22 the same 
construction as I now propose to give it, in defi- 
nite terms. 
| propose to leave nothing to implication. M 
amendment proposes that this money can be used, 
not merely in the redemption of Treasury notes, 
but also to defray the current expenses of the 
Government. 
| think, Mr. Speaker, that this question is one 
of such magnitude that it ought, not to be urged 
forward in this manner, and pressed upon the 
House without time for consideration. I am 
ready to vote for the amendment which I have 
submitted, and for the billas thus amended; but I 
must say that I cannot, with the convictions which 
| entertain, vote for the bill in the form in which it 
has come from the Committee of Waysand Means. | 
It may be said that this $14,000,000 is inadequate 
to defray the expenses of the Government till 
the Ist of July next. I concede that it is. I | 
stated the other day that we would require a loan 
of something like $25,000,000 to meet the current | 
expenses of the Government from now tll the Ist 
of July next, over and above the receipts from 
the ordinary sources of revenue. I still entertain 
that opinion. But if the tariff bill should become 
alaw, then the $21,000,000 loan provided for in it, 
added to the $14,000,000 already at the disposal 
of the Government, will make $35,000,000, while | 
the expenses of the Government will only amount 
to $25,000,000 to the Ist of July next, over the 
current revenue, as estimated by the Secretary of || 
the Treasury. I therefore say that it nail be 
wise to pursue the course which I have indicated; | 
and that the bill reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means will have the effect of further | 
depressing the credit of the Government. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iam somewhat surprised 
that my friend from Missouri should oppose a | 
measure intended to pay off the existing debts 
made by this Administration. Ihave here acom- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
stating that there will be an actual deficit in the 
revenue of $21,677,524. The deficiency bill ap- | 
propriates between two and three million dollars. | 
So that there is an admitted deficiency of about 
twenty-four million dollars, to be now provided | 
for. The amountin the Treasury on the Ist day | 
of January was $2,233,220, while it requires at | 
least $5,000,000 in the ‘Treasury to carry on the 
daily operations of the Treasury Department. So 
that a deficiency of not less than $25,000,000 
exists, now to be provided for by loan. Now, | 
Mr. Speaker, under these circumstances, while 
the Opposition side of the House bring forward 
a bill to place in the power of the Secretary of the | 
Treasury money to pay off all the existing hiabil- | 
ities, it Seems strange to me that any opposition 


should come from the other side of the House. |} 


All of this money will be required. My friend 
from Missouri does not dispute that every dollar | 
of this loan will be required to pay off existing | 
liabilities. But he says there is now upon the 
statute-book a loan law which would enable the | 
Secretary of the Treasury by some means or other | 
to get along until the 4th of March. 1] 
Mr. PHELPS. I said that I was informed that | 
somewhere in the neighborhood of eight million | 
dollars would be sufficient to defray the expenses 
of the Government until the 4th of March—the | 
balance of the loan authorized in June last, of 
which some fourteen million dollars is still within 
the power of the Seeretary of the Treasury to use. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think a simple statement 
of this matter will settle this question. By the 
law of the 22d June last we authorized a loan of || 
$20,000,000. A portion of that loan was taken. 
Che balance could not be sold upon the terms of 
the law. In last December, at the pressing in- | 
stance of Mr. Secretary Cobb, we authorized the 
‘ssue of $10,000,000 Treasury notes, with the spe- 
cific pledge of the balance of the loan of June 22, 
‘or the redemption of these Treasury notes. And 
'ow,my friend from Missouri proposes to take 
that loan, thus specifically pledged for the redemp- 
on of these Tregsury notes, and apply it to the 
“urrent expenses of the Government. may that || 
one be a violation of the public faith for this 
Cngress to pass the law now propored by the | 
gentleman from Missouri. The moneyed men of || 








ment had been violated; because, when they took 
the Treasury notes under the law of December 


| last, it was with a specific pledge, with a mort- 


gage, in fact, upon the loan of the 22d June last, 
for their redemption. 
Mr. PHELPS. I desire to ask the gentleman 


from Ohio one question. Did he not vote for the 


| homestead bill which passed during the present 


session of Congress? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, yes. 

Mr. PHELPS. And the gentleman voted to 
give away the public lands, notwithstanding the 
fact that they had been pledged for the redemp- 
tion of a former loan? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It has been held, over and 
over again, that that pledge only existed in regard 
to a very small portion of the public debt; and 
nearly all that to which it applied has been paid off. 
But here is a specific pledge, made only a little 
more than a month ago, that the balance of the 
loan of June last shall be pledged for the redemp- 
tion of these Treasury-notes; and now my friend 
from Missouri wants us to take the loan thus set 
aside for a particular purpose and apply it to the 
ordinary current expenses of the Government. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the plain English of this 
matter is, that there is $25,000,000 of debts due, 
and no money to pay them with; no revenues to 


| pay them with. We have gotto resort to the credit 


of the Government. I suppose this $25,000,000 


provided for in this bill will be sufficient to settle 4 


up the accounts of this Administration. 

My friend refers to the tariff bill. 
bill, 1f it becomes a law, will probably not take 
effect until July next, when it will become neces- 


| sary to povide by law for a deficiency that will 


accrue in the next fiscal year. That tariff bill 
will probably contain a provision for a temporary 
loan; but only one, which will be required to meet 
the deficiencies for the next fiscal year. This loan 
bill is for a present deficiency, and therefore its 


| necessity will not be obviated if the tariff bill shall 


become a law. 


If, as the gentleman says, the tariff bill will pro- | 
vide a revenue sufficient to meet the current ex- | 
penses of the Government, then it will not become | 


necessary to negotiate the loan provided in the 
tariff bill. I certainly hope the event will prove 
that the tariff bill we shall pass will weatiaes a 
revenue sufficient to meet all the expenses of the 
Government. If so, the loan bill which accom- 
panies that law will lapse, and that will be the 
end of it. I trust that no other Congress will 
ever be called on to pass any loan bill to meet the 
expenses of the Government ina time of profound 
peace. The ordinary revenues of the Government 
should always be sufficient to meet its expenses, 
unlessin time of war. For the last three years, and 


during every session, the chairman of the Commit- | 
tee of Waysand Means has been compelled to come 
in here with a loan bill, to supply the deticiencies | 


inthe revenues of the Government. Itrust such an 


event may never occur again in a time of peace. || 
But it is necessary, now, that we should make 


provision to pay off existing liabilities. Whether 
these liabilities have accrued in consequence of 
mal-administration of the Government, or for 
whatever cause, no man can doubt our obligation 
to make provision for paying off those liabilities. 


The tariff | 





And here let me say a word to my friends on | 


this side of the House. I ask them, when we are 


compelled to come in here with Joan bill after loan | 


bill to enable the Governmentto meet itsexpenses, | 


if it is not time to pause in the appropriations they 


are making; certainly for the benefit of moonshine | 


speculations for rights within the jurisdiction of a | 


| foreign Government. 


Now, as I desire to call the previous question 
upon this bill before I take my seat, I will answer 
any question gentlemen may desire to ask. It is 
important that this bill should pass the Senate to- 


day. 

Mr. HINDMAN. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Ohio, I desire to offer an amend- 
ment; and, if he will allow me, I will state my 
reason for offering it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I must say to the gentle- 


man again that it is important this bill should go 


to the Senate in time to have it passed there to- | 


dey, so that the Secretary of the Treasury may | 
advertise for the loan, as he is required to do, for 
ten days. 


7138 


that the ten days during which the notice contin- 


| ues, Will, I presume, be sufficient to have the plates 











engraved; and if not, the old plates will answer 
the purpose. 

Mr. PHELPS. According to the doctrine of 
the gentleman, they will all be needed to redeem 
the outstanding Treasury notes, 

Mr.SHERMAN, Well, they willnotbe needed 
for that purpose certainly within one year; and 
within that ume, I presume, the artists of the coun- 
try will be able to get up new plates. So that, it 


| seems, this objection of the gentleman from Mis- 


souri is a very small matter in consideration of a 
bill of this magnitude. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will permit me to offer my amendment. I 
am very anxious to vote for this bills and I can 
do so cheerfully, if my amendment is adopted; but 
otherwise, 1 shall be compelled to vote in the neg- 
ative, . 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman can send 
up his amendment, so that we can understand 
what itis. I move the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Ohio, I desire to ask a single 
question. The question I desire to propound to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, is this: the gentleman from Ohio has 
stated that, session after session, the Committee 
of Waysand Means have been compelled to bring 
forward loan bills to carry on the Government. 
I now desire to ask if it is contemplated to bring 
forward any other loan bill during the present 
session of Congress? 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is the only loan bill, 
except that incorporated in the tariff bill, which 
is for a future deficiency, that we contemplate 
bringing forward during the present session. 

Now, sir, [ think the House understands this 
matter sufficiently well, and I must insist on my 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to offer an amend 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well, let the gentle- 
man send up his amendment, and then I ask for 
the previous question. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Task that my amendment 
to the original bill be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If thatbe received, then no 
further amendment is in order. Let the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Add at the end of the bill: 

Provided, That no part of the loan herein provided for 
shall be used in support or maintenance of any troops or 
vessels for making war against any State or States that 
have seceded or may hereatter secede from the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust that no foreign mat- 
ter like that will be insisted on being attached to 
this measure. 

Mr. MILLSON. I ask the gentleman to Field 
to me to move an amendment. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Let me ask whether my 
amendment has been received ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithas not, for the reason 
that it is not germane to the subject-matter of the 
bill. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Some four years ago, when 
the Kansas bill was pending, the gentleman from 
Ohio offered a similar amendment, which he then 
considered germane and in order. 


Mr. SHERMAN. That was to an appropri- 


| ation bill, and limited the appropriation proposed 


to be made. This isa Joan bill, and an entirely 
different matter, I do not yield to Jet the amend- 
ment come in, 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to strike out of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri {Mr. 
Preps] so much as authorizes the funds raised 


| by this loan to be applied in payment of the cur- 
| rent expenses of the Government. * 


Mr. SHERMAN. That is already engrafted 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. MILLSON. 
strike out. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Ihave no objection to that 
amendment being entered, 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from Ohio has stated that it was strange the mem- 
bers of this side of the House should oppose a bi't 


That much I propose to 


I will say, in regard to the engraving of the || for the payment of debts incurred by the present 
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Administration; and bins remarks would leave the 
impression upon the House that he was taking a 
step desired by the Administration. I want to 
correct thati impression. The gentleman will find 
that the amendment of the gentleman of Missouri, 
with the amendment indicated by myself, will 
accomplish all the objects desired by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

The gentleman says that we want money to pay 
the expenses of the Government after the expira- 
tion of the present fiscal year; but that is not the 
object of the present bill. The Department, at this 
time, wants funds to meet the accruing expenses 
of the Government before the 4th of March. The 
Department will be satisfied with such modifica- 
tion of the act of June 22, 1860, as will dispense 
with the notice, and authorize the ne gotiation of the 
loan on the most favorable terms. The Depart- 
ment does not desire the money raised by this loan 
to be diverted from the objects stated in the act of 
June, 1860; and therefore, if the amendment of the 
ge ntleman from Missouri be amendedas I propose, 
it will meet at once the objection of the gentleman 
from Ohio, for it will not then divert the loan from 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Let me ask my friend one 
question. If the course he suggests should be 
pursued, is there any provision “of law for the 
payment of those Treasury notes when they be- | 
come due? 


Mr. MILLSON. I willanswer the gentleman. 


|The present bill, as modified by the ‘gentleman 
‘from Missouri and myself, will leave the law 


exactly as it stood before, with the exception that | 


_it dispenses with the notice, and authorizes the | 


the objects originally contemplated, which was to 
redeem outstanding Treasury notes, The Depart- | 
ment is now able to meet the e *xpenses of the oe - | 


ernment, provided you pass this loan bill with the 
modification suggested by the gentleman from 
Missouri and myself. 

Mr. PHELPS. The modification which I have 
moved in regard to the bill, does not require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to apply the proceeds 


+ Mr. GARNETT. 


of this loan in payment of the current expenses | 


of the Government. 
sion to do so. 


Mr. MILLSON. 


It merely gives him permis- 


That is true; it only gives 


him permission to do so; but even that permis- | 


sion renders the amendment liable to the objection 
made by the gentleman from Ohio. The Depart- 
ment, as | have said, does not want this money to 
be applied to the current expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. At present Treasury notes are re- 


deemed out of the current revenues of the Gov- | 


ernment; but if this bill be passed it will relieve 
the current revenues from that liability to pay the 
outstanding Treasury notes. 
six orseven million leas: and I will state to the 
genticman from Ohio that the Department does not 
ropose even to negotiate the whole loan author- 
ized by this bill. There will be no necessity for 
it. What it wants is an immediate relief to the 
Treasury. The gentleman will find that the re- 

marks of my friend from Missouri are entirely | 
correct, if the bill be passed in the mode proposed 
by the gentle »man from Ohio. If a new loan be 
authorized, it will not meet the expectations or 
the wants of the Department at all; for it will 
postpone the receipt of money into the Treasury || 
until the Ist of March, at the earliest. As tothe | 
funds to be provided for the nextfiscal year, they | 
will be provided for in the loan bill inserted in 
the™orrill tariff bill, or in any other loan bill. 

W hat is necessary now is immediate, prompt re- 
lief to the Treasury, by dispensing with the ne- 

cessity of giving the notice provided in that bill. 

Let the bill be passed modifying the existing law, 

so as to dispense with the notice now required, 

and to authorize the negotiation of the loan on the 
best terms, and that will meet with the require- 
ments of the Department. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I will saya word in reply | 
to my friend from Virginia. If the course he 
suggests be pursued, then there will be no provis- || 
ion of law for the redemption of Treasury notes 
issued under the law of last December. Then, || 
next December will come around, and there will 
be no provision for their redemption. There will 
be no loan for their redemption, and this Gov- 
ernment will have to go on paying interest at the 
rate of twelve per centum per annum upon these 
Treasury notes. In that way a burden will be 
thrown ugon the next Congress that ought to be 
provided for by this Congress. And the gentle- 
man does not answer my objection, and that is, 
that the loan of June 22, 1860, was specifically 
pleaged in December last for the identical notes 
issued at that ume. How this House can divert 
that fund withouta violation of the public honor, 
I cannot see. 

Mr. MILLSON. It is not expecied at the 
Treasury Department that the late issue of Treas- 
ury notes will be presented for payment, because 
of the high rate of interest which they bear 


It will raise some | 


{| 


this Congress and 
| notes? 


negotiation of the loan on any terms that may be 
favorable. 

Mr. SHERMAN 
question. 

Mr. GARNETT. Will the gentleman let me 
ask him a question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, forinformation. 

Mr. GARNETT. If this bill pass, I under- 
stand the gentleman to admit that our obligations 
will then be $25,000,000 under this bill, 20,000,000 
under the Morrill tariff bill, and $14, 000, 000 under 
aformer bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The $14,000,000 referred 
to takes the place of outstanding Treasury notes. 
It is not a new loan. 

Mr.GARNETT. Are theloans—$14,000,000, 
$20,000,000, and $25,000,000, in all $59,000,000 
—required to meet the appropriations made by 
the outstanding Treasury 


I demand the previous 


Mr.SHERMAN. Yes, sir; every dollar of it. 
In addition to the current 
revenue? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Until the tariff bill be 
passed and tried, we cannot tell whether it will 
supply sufficient revenue or not to meet the cur- 
rent expenses of the Government. Bag, sir, this 
$25,000,000, every dollar of it, is required to meet 
existing liabilities. The $14, 000, 000 provided by 
the act of June 22, will be required to meet out- 
standing Treasury notes. 
Mr. GARNETT. Then the Morrill bill loan 
will be mere surplus; and, in fact, this may be 
considered a bill for what purposes? 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I beg leave to say 
to the gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, that if he de- 
pends upon the operation of the tariff bill for the 
revenues of the country, he, and those who think 
with iim, will be entirely disappointed. The ab- 

_ rogation of the warehouse system will, I think, 
shackle and paralyze the commerce of the coun- 
tr 

‘Me, SICKLES. That is a very good reason 

ver a tariff bill should be accompanied by a loan 

ill 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I hope gentlemen will not 

debate the tariff bill here. I call the previous 
question, 

The question first being upon the amendment 

| offered by Mr. Mittson to the amendment of Mr. 
| PHEps, 

Mr. GARNETT demanded the yeas and nays. 


| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE called for tellers 


| upon the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I see no necessity for tak- 
ing the yeas and nays upon the amendment to 
the amendment. 

| Mr. BURNETT. We want the yeas and 
nays. 

ellers were ordered; and Messrs. VANDEVER 
/and Joun Cocurane were appointed. 


'| The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


| 


| ayes thirty-three; noes not counted. 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. SICKLES. I desire to have the amend- 
| ment of the gentleman from Virginia read in con- 
| nection with the amendment of the gentleman from 
| Missouri. 
| Mr. WINSLOW. We may very well pass 
| Pacific railroad bills,and others of that character, 
without knowing what we are doing; but when 
we come to pass loan bills, I think we should 
know what we are about; and therefore I desire 
to have the amendments read. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 wish to make another in- 
quiry. The gentleman from Arkansas offered an 
amendment, and I desire to know whether, or not, 
it was received? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes it was 
not. 

Mr.BURNETT. That amendment only pro- 
posed to limit the uses to which this money 
should be applied, and we have precedents for 





| 





such "lie aT Mistake Seal one neil, eee ccntn hen the nelle of Ree in the action of former Cop. 
gresses. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not decig 
that the amendment was not germane to the \)j| ll, 
but the gentleman from Ohio did not receiye 
amendment. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from O};, 
had no control over it. He had yielded the foo, 
to the gentleman from Arkansas. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair saw that they, 

might be confusion, and he paid close attention 
to the matter. The Chair states that the gentle. 
man from Ohio did not yield for that awe ; 
He yielded to hear the amendment read, and a‘ 
he heard it, he objected; and then the gentleny,,, 
from Virginia rose and offered his ame ndment, 

Mr. HINDMAN. I was giving special at 
-— to what the gentleman from Ohio was say 

¢, and I think the Chair is in error in his ree9). 
lee tion of what he did say. 1 say—of course, wiih 
all respect to the Chair—the gentleman from 0); 
yielded me the floor to offer my amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Only that it might be read. 
and then I objected, and said it was not materia), 
&c. The gentleman from Virginia having offered 
an amendment to an amendment, that is the end 
of it. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Ofcourse; but the gentic. 
man from Virginia had not offered his amendment 
at the time I offered mine. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understood myself a: 
objecting in a very pe way. 

ir. HINDM I did not so understand the 
matter. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 42; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldricli, Aj- 
ley, Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Avery, 
Barr, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bocock, Branch, Briggs, 
Bristow, Brown, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, ‘Burnett, 
Burnham, C ampbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Coburn, Jolin 
Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, Burton Craize, 
Curtis, Dawes, De Jainette, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Ed 
| gerton, Edmundson, Edwards, Eliot. Ely, Etheridge, eu 
ton, Foster, Frank, French, Garnett, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, 
Hale, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hoard 
amebeey> Hutchins, Jenkins, Junkin, Francis W. wi 
logg, William Kellogg, Killinger, Kunkel, Larrabee, Janes 
M. Leach, Logan, Longnecker, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, 
Maynard, McClernand, McKean, McKenty, McKnisit, 
Millson, Laban 'T’. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Nelson, Nix 
on, Noell, Palmer, Peyton, Porter, Potter, Pryor, Quarles, 
Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, James C. Robinson, 
Royce, Rust, Scranton, Sherman, Sickles, Spinner, Stan 
ton, Stevens, Stevenson, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer Theaker, Thomas, Toimpkius, 
Trimble, Vallandigham, Vance, Vandever, Wade, Wal 
dron, Waiton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Wasi 

burne, Webster, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Wrigh 
—126. 

NAYS-- Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Babbitt, Barret, Beale, 
Brayton, Butterfield, Horace F. Clark, Conway, James 
Craig, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, English, Ferry, 
Florence, Fouke, Gurley, Hindman, Holman. William 
Howard, William A. Howard, Hughes, Irvine, Kenyon 
Kilgore,” DeWitt C. Leach, Loomis, Edward Joy Moris, 
Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Niblack, erry, Phelps, Potile, 
Riggs, William N. H. Smith, Spaulding, Van W yck, Wells, 
Whiteley, Winslow, and Woodruff—42. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 

| agreed to. 
| ~ During the vote, 

Mr. FRENCH stated that Mr. Rice wes 
| detained from the House by indisposition. 

Mr. DAWES made a similar statement in refer- 
ence to Mr. Detano. 

Mr. CASE made a similar statement in refe!- 
ence to Mr. Pertir. 

The result was announced as above recorded. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patron, one of their clerks, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed a resolution that 
a committee be appointed by the President of the 
Senate, consisting of three members, to join such 
committee as may be appointed by the House of 
Represente*'ves to ascertain and report a mode for 
examining the. vote for President and Vice Pres! 
dent of the United States, and of notifying the 

rsons chosen of their election; and that Mr 

RumMBULL, Mr. Foor, and Mr. Latuam, had 
been appointed such committee upon the part 0! 
the Senate. 

Also, that the Senate had ordered the publica- 
tion of certain documents. 

Also, that the Senate had pdssed the follow! 
House bilis, with amendments; in which he w 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House: 

A bill (No. 892) making appropriations for the 
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_ a ae (io 

——— * - —— ee Soonnnenetapneennatiamnames RNASE : > he Seaman. a ana 
t Con- “4 executive, legislative, and judicial expenses of the COUNTING OF VOTES FOR PRESIDENT, ETC. subject, and [ hold in my hand hisanswer. | ask 
os Government for the year ending the 30th of June, Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I rise toa |, thatit be read. 

oe 1860; and 6 ki ye 3 ares ee qnestion. I move to take up the reso- Phe Clerk read the letter. 
re bil, A bill (No. 364) mak ae appropriations. son x ution of the Senate in relation to the mode of | . Mr. GU RLEY - I move that the letter of the 
we the consular and diplomatic expenses of the overn- counting the votes for Presitlent and Vice Presi- | Superintendent, with the letters accompanying i, 

ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1862.) gan > be laid upon the table and printed, 

0 —_ LOAN BILL—AGAIN. | Mr.GARNETT. I object to taking up that Phe motion was agyeed to 
— The question being next upon the amendment | resolution now. we PRINTING OF A REPORT. 
pe offered by Mr. Puevps, | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. «I think itis Mr. MILLSON. I move that thirty tho : 
ne Z Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays. || a privileged question. It is in reference to carry || extra copies of the report of the rae = Sion 
a , The yeas and nays were ordered. || ing out a constitutional provision, and I shall |! jy reference to the abolition of the frank aes a 
. aa The question was taken; and it was decided in’ propose the usual resolution upon the part of the || jlege be printed we reer e 
das the negative—yeas 52, nays 120; as follows: eons ’ following the precedents of forty years || Jhoe motion was referred, under the rule, to the 
tlem:; YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barr, Bo- || Without variation. ; Set ' Committee on Printing. 
: nan cock, Branch, Brown, Burnett, John B. Clark, Jolin Coch- Mr. GARNETT. I submit that it is not in . 
pow = Ce ation oo, mag = ag agg ag || order to submit that motion except by unanimous DEFICIENCY BILL. 

tten- sdununds sh, F ne - Harris, || onge as pale utter tha cedtle S I 
pce pacemeee Hebe. Rome Seuhine Ttuesheh Seinen ba. || COMM nt. It is perfectly competent for the gentle- Mr. SHERMAN. I now submit the motion 
: et Leach, Logan, Maclay, Mallory, Maynard, Millson, Laban | man, following the rules of the House,on Monday | that general debate on the Chiriqui amendment of 
- = “4 T. Moore, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, |» to move to suspend the rules, or else to proceed | the Senate to the deficiency bill close at four o’clock 

— Pryor, Quarles, James C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, Sicklesy | tq the business upon the Speaker’s table, thereby || this afternoon. 
m Ohio Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, |) balenat thee saahetl Lo oh male ve ae ; : 
nt. Thomas, Vailandigham, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, and || Te@ching that resolution in the regular way. Mr. MORSE. I hope my friend, the chairman 
meal Wright—52. || question of privilege is a question touching the |, of the Committee of Ways and Means, will not 
ater in, Aldrich Alte ae aed —— oe = | rights of some member of this House, or touching || press that motion. 
ater ial, rain, rich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashiecy, ‘ivileses is yuse. This, like m: - SHE AN i rc have w . 
 Ollered Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brabson, Brayton, the privile ses of this Hou 1 Phis, like many Mr. § HERMAN, I think we have wasted 
the end Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, | Other duties imposed upon us by the Constitution, enough time about this Chiriqui matter—-three 

F Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Coburn, Colfax, || is to be exercised in the regular ae in conform- | days. 
: Conkling, Conway, Covode, James Craig, Curtis, H.Winter || jty to the rules of the House. It does not touch MI. RICKI RS ; ee ‘ 

gentle. Davis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Filiot, te phen alin then erie aneatitatamen Mr. SICKLES. 1 suggt st to, the ge ntleman 
ndment Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frenk, 1e privileges 1¢ Fiouse Or of any nen that he should name five o’clock instead of four. 


yself as 


French, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hatton, Hel- 
mick, Hoard, William A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, 
irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Ken- 
yon, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Long- 


bers. 
The SPEAKER. 


is a constitutional requirement that the votes shall 


The Chair supposes that it | 


Mr. MORSE. 1 will say to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means that this is a 
measure which was reported by the Committee 


tand the necker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McClernand, McKean, |, L@ counted on a certain day; and in that aspect of | on Naval Affairs. No member of that committee 
McKenty, McKnight, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, | the case, it seems necessary that arrangements || has yet succeeded in getting the floor to explain 
Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, |! should be made for that purpose. ‘The Chair is an rhtat : Pe . 
was de- Olin, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin H. Rey. pur] the reasons which induce d the committee to re- 


3 49; as 


drich, Al- 


nolds, Riggs,Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedg- 


wick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, | 
William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, | 


| therefore of the opinion that this is a privileged 


question. 


Mr. GARNETT. 


port this measure to the House. 


We have had 


. || two hour speeches against the amendment and 
I doubt not that the decis- 


one forit. The gentleman’s colleague, {Mr. Stan- 


Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, || jon of the Chair will be affirmed by the House; . “ : i 
mn, Avery, Walton, Cadwalader C. Wesehbarn, Ellihu B. Washburne, | but I feel so confident that it is es Sane i tt TON,] who now has the floor, is also opposed to 
hy Briggs, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Wood, and Woodruff—120. i si hi ena tl St S—* say | the measure, and will probably occupy the re- 
eee So the amendment was not agreed to. with great deference to the Speaker—that I re- |) maining hour which the gentleman proposes to 
a During the vote, Che tfully take an appeal from the decision of the | allow for this debate. Thus, Mr. Speaker, the 
Dunn, Ed ireini os —_ a a he Committee on Naval Affairs will be entirely over- 
idge, Fen Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, stated that had he “4. WeASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 





ch, Grow, 
ck, Hoard 


been within the Hall when his name was called, | 


he should have voted in the affirmative. 


lay the appeal upon the table. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 


slaughed, and will not be allowed the privilege of 
giving the reasons which induced us to bring the 


a ; I wish simply to sa inane before tha 10 » the : Ae 
is W. wei The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and |, hile I have hieetion te ti py ies y. measure before the House. I hope that the de- 
bec, James read a third time; and being engrossed, it was || ()°* Woue 2 Dave no objection to the passage o' | bate will not be limited. 
ys aon, accordingly read the third time | = resolution, I think the point of order is well Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I suggest to the 
a “My LE I ‘a ral; taken. gentleman from Ohio that he do not move to go 
elson, Nix Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, demanded Mr.GARNETT. That is precisely my own | jnto the C ittee of the Whole he of 
r, Quarles, the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill = Lane : into the Committee of the 10le On the state of 
as : 5 . | position. Ihave no objection to the resolution he Uni his time. The gentle YT 
Robinson, The yeas and nays were ordered. ; ' . ’ the nion, at this time. le ge nleman from 
yner, Stan The question was taken; and it was decided in | or to the counting of the votes in a perfectly reg- || Maryland (Mr. Hueues] has the floor upon the 
Kes, Stout, , : gy ular way; but I am unwilling to afford any facil- | -t of the sel ‘ thirty-three i 
Tompkins, the affirmative—yeas 124, nays 46; as follows: || i150, aeainst the rules of the House for tl "|| report of the select committee of thirty-three, anc 
rade, Wal YEAS—Messrs. Charies F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- || oS 2S8tnst the rules of the ‘louse for that pur- |/ is anxious to proceed now, being unable to pro- 
u B. Wash rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, |, POS®- [demand the yeas and nays on the motion | ceed by gas-light because of a defect in his vision; 
ind Wright Babbitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, || © lay the appeal on the table; and [call fortellers | and he will find it necessary, I understand, to read 
lee Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, || on the yeas and nays. a number of extracts 
rret, Beal c arey, Carter, Case, Coburn, Colfax, Conkling, || Te eens se | hd. ; a’ 
vay, James Sean wae aad Craig Omk B. Winer Devi’ || an llers wert _ ordered. ia | Mr. SHERMAN. My desire to dispose of this 
: —— - ¥, : ’ > i. avis, reas | Avs - ill ai on ; : 4 . 
jish, Ferry, John G. Davis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, || N - _ a NETT « i. om . — : | deficiency bill grows out of the fac t that poor men 
n, William Eliot, Ely, English, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, ||, Mr. GARNETT called for tellers on the mo- || have money due them for printing, and other ser- 
p, Kenyon French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Helmick, Hoard, Hol- || tion. j 


Joy Morris, 
‘Ips, Pottle, 


man, William A. Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutehins, 
Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Kil- 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Garnett, 


vices about this Capitol, which is provided for in 
the bill, and they come to me every day, wanting 


yck, Well linger, Larrabee, De Witt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loo- | and WasHBURNE of Illinois, were appointed. | to know when the deficiency bill will pass, some 
nb, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKean, McKenty, McKnight, || The House divided; and the tellers reported— | of. them saying that they are really in need. | 
nent was One dhe ee ne een TL ene, leant | ayes 106, noes 19. ia we hope, therefore, that we shall not continue the 
Perry Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R Reynolds, John i |] So the appeal from the decision of the Chair || discussion of this Chiriqui matter. 
’ ’ ’ / 53 ‘llow 5 , NY e° : 
Reynolds, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, || “°S laid upon the table. i. , Mr. MAYNARD. Let the deficiency bill go 
Rice was Royee, Scott, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, 1] The resolution of the Senate was again read. through, angl let the Chiriqui matter stand upon 
ion. Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, |) i 


nt in refer- 


Stout, Stratton, Thayer, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I offer the 
following resolution: 


its own merits. We can then discuss it at our 
leisure. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


bs ‘ : inf xd by my col- 

. wa , : | Resolved, That the House agree to the appointment of a . I am informed by ye 

it in refel Weve aeem, aoa on aan ae Barret, || committee, to consist of five members, to join said com- , league, [Mr. Stanton,] who has the floor in com- 
. 5 rs. mas L. Anderson, Avery, barret, || mittee on the part of the Senate. itte he is willing to waive his right, anc 

recorded. Beale, Bocock, Brabson, Branch, Brown, Burnett, John P mittee, that he is willing 7 ght, and 


Senate, by 
ifying th 
ution that 
dent of the 
> join such 
» House o! 
a mode for 
Vice Presi- 
tifying the 
| that Mr 
ruam, had 
the part ol 


he publica- 


e following 


B. Clark, John Cochrane, Cox, Burton Craige, De Jarnette, 
Edmundson, Etheridge, Garnett, John T. Harris, Hatton, 
Hindman William Joward, Jenkins, James M. Leach, 
Logan, Mallory Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, 
Millson, Laban .Moore Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Quarles, Rust, Simms, William N.H. Smith, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, Whiteley, Wins- 
low, and Wright—46. 


So the bill was passed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, (when his name was 
called,) said: Not regarding this asa war measure 

y any means, I vote “no” for other reasons. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 

Y which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
My the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 


nended and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


I will state that that resolution is 
same as the resolution offered by Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee, on the 2d of February, 1857. 

The resolution was agreed to, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 


consider the vote by which the resolution was 


agreed to; and also moved to lay the motion to | 


reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER thereupon appointed the fol- || of the Genntey andl knee thiihiaanitdiering, the 


lowing committee on the part of the House: 
Messrs. Wasusourne of Illinois, Apram, Craic 


of Missouri, ELy, and Anperson of Kentucky. | 


PRINTING OF PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. GURLEY. A few days ago the House 


adopted a resolution instructing the Committee | 


on 


recisely the | 


| ter than all the other States put together. 


allow the gentleman from Maine to be heard. 
Mr. STANTON. I shall not occupy more than 
ten minutes. 


Mr. SCOTT. I suppose that the State which I, 


| in part, represent upon this floor, is more immedi- 


ately and directly interested in this Chiriqui mat- 
It is 
my desire to submit a few remarks to the House 
upon the subject. Two long and able speeches 
have been made in opposition to the amendment 


importance of the subject, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means will not put th: 
gag law upon us. 


|| J understand that the Committee of Ways and 
| 


| Means have unanimously reported against thi 
amendment. 


Ss 


That committee is certainly entitled 


rinting to inquire and report the causes of the 


to high respect; but the Committee on Naval Af- 
ich he was 


House: © 
ions tor thie 


ion, Pending that motion, I move that the 


debate upon the pending amendment—the Chiri- | 


{tt amendment—terminate at four o’clock. 


a in the printing of the mechanical portion of 


the Patent Office Report. 
the Superintendent of the Public Printing on that 


| fairs 1s equal to it in every respect. 
I addressed a letter to || 


Two mem- 
bers of the Committee of Ways and Means have 
been heard, and I have no doubt my friend from 
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Maine, [Mr. Morse,] the chairman of the Naval 
Committee, desires to be heard. wet 
Mr. PHELPS. Only one member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means has spoken upon this 

question, 

Mr. SCOTT. Well, Ido hope the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means will have 
the magnanimity to extend the time an hour or 
two longer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the 
debate being left open to-day, with the under- 
standing that it shall close at the adjournment of || 
the House. 

Mr. SCOTT. I will agree to that. 

Mr. MORSE. It seems to me very evident that 
we shall not get through the debate on this ques- 
tion to-night. If we agree to the proposition of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that the debate shall run this evening, with 
the understanding that no vote shall be taken till 
Monday, members will go home, and we shall not 
have the privilege of explaining to the House the || 
reasons which induced us to bring forward this 
measure, 

There is my friend from New York, who op- 


posed this measure last year, and who wishes to || 


make some remarks. 
Mr.SHERMAN., I withdraw my proposition. | 
I simply move that the rules be suspended, and 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MORSE. Ihave not given up the floor. 
I want to say this 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order, 

Mr. MORSE. Itseems to me that we had better 
proceed to the debate on the report of the com- 
mittee of thirty-three to-day, and take up this 
Chiriqui matter on Monday, and go through with | 
itand finish itthen. If we take that course, we 
will get along just as rapidly, and come to aclose 
just as quickly as we would if we were to go on 
a little way to-day with it, and then go to the 
debate on the report of the committee of thirty- 
three. 

Mr. SICKLES. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Maine that he had better accept the propo- 
sition of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union now. If we can- 
not finish this matter to-day, it can be resumed 





on Monday. | 


Mr. MORSE. IThope not. I think the other | 
way is better. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- | 


tion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman.] | 
The motion-was agreed to. 


The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burnett | 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of | 
the special order, being the Senate amendments to | 
the bill (HI. R. No. 866) to supply deficiencies in | 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1861, the pending question being | 
on Mr. Morse’s amendment to the third amend- 
ment of the Senate, as follows: 


Add at the end of the amendment as foilqws : 

Provided, That no part of the sum hereby appropriated 
shall be drawn from the Treasury until after such conditions 
and regulations have been established by the President in 
reference to supplying coal under said contract, and for the 
performance of all the provisions of the same, as will fully 
protectthe United States against the failure or incapacity of 
said Thompson or said Chiriqui Improvement Company 
to fulfill its stipulations: Provided further, That the United 
States shall acquire no right of sovereignty over any terri- 
tory inthe Republic of New Granada or Costa Rica, nor 
any right to transport troops or munitions of war over such | 
territory under or by virtue of the contract recited in this 
act, unless the same be voluntarily consented to by said 
Republic. 


The Senate amendment being as follows: 


Io enable the Secretary of the Navy to carry out the | 
conditional contract made by him with the Chiriqui Im- | 
provement Company and Ambrose W. Thompson, on the 
2ist day of May, 1859, for the purpose of securing to the 
United States certain valuable privileges and rights speci- | 
fied in said contract, and which said contract is hereby | 
approved, &300,000. 

| 
| 
| 


On which Mr. Sranron was entitled to the | 
floor. 


Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairman, I propose to || 


occupy the attention of the committee for buta 
few minutes. IT have made no elaborate investi- 
gation on the subject; and I desire simply to pre- 
sent an idea or two that lie on the barfeie. and 





_ nature of things, permita foreign Power to acquire || 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee |} | 
its? The right to transport troops, munitions of 

| war, articles smtuabonkl war—the right to ex- || 
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is proposed here to appropriate $300,000 for the | (Mr. Stckxes;] and as far as that portion of the 


purpose of acquiring certain privileges for this 
Government within the jurisdiction and territorial || 
limits of a foreign nation, which that nation has || 
expressly refused to grant, which we have no right 
to claim, and the attempt to exercise which would 
be an act of hostility against a friendly Power, 
and in fact would be an act of war. I suppose, || 
Mr. Chairman, thatthe only valuable right which || 
this Government can acquire by virtue of this |) 
contract with the Chiriqui company, is the right || 
to transport over this railway troops and muni- 
tions of war, and whatever else the Government 
may desire to transport over it; and to establish 
naval stations, depots, at the two termini of the 
road. 

Now, if I can understand this contract at all, 
these are rights which the grantees are expressly 
precluded, by the terms of the contract, from giv- | 
ing to any foreign Government. They are rights 
which this Government cannot claim without a 
violation of the law of nations. We have friendly 
relations existing with this foreign Government; 
and the moment we undertook to exercise rights 
under this contract we would violate these friendly 
relations. How that difficulty is to be avoided I do 
notcomprehend. Does not every gentleman see 
that, as a matter of course, no nation can, in the 


1} 
i} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


jurisdiction of this kind within her territorial lim- 


| ply of the gentleman from New York. 








ercise jurisdiction in its harbors, to control all the 
sovereignty of the State within whose jurisdiction 


| these rights are to be given—are things utterly 


inadmissible and at war with the law of nations. 
It is a right which cannot be conceded without an 
essential surrender of the sovereignty of the na- 
tion within whose limits it is to be given. These 


| rights are, as I understand it, the consideration 
| for which we are to pay the sum of $300,000. You 


|| prehension. 
| of lobbying all around. I do not know how that 
| is. Gentlemen from Pennsylvania are very anx- 





| ble before we appropriate $300,000 for a purpose 


are to pay this money on the promise of Messrs. 
Thompson & Co. that they will acquire and trans- 
fer these rights to this Government, and that they 
will construct a railroad from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific across the Isthmus. You are to pay the 
money; and if these gentlemen build the road, 
why, it is all very well so far, if you can get the 
privilege to transport troops across it or to use it 
at all; but if not, then there is an end to the whole 
business, and the $300,000 is gone. 

You are to pay this money on trust. I know 
that the gentleman from Maine, the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Morse,] 
proposes that it shall not be paid until the Presi- 
dent shall take such security as he may think 
necessary for the fulfillment of the contract by 
Thompson & Co. I do not choose to trust it in 
the hands of the President. It seems to me, Mr. 
Chairman, that, in times like these—when the 
Government is about falling to pieces; when the 
Treasury is being plundered; when loan bills are 
being passed by Congress—we ought to know 
very well that we are acquiring something valua- 


of this kind. 

That is all Ihave to say. These are facts which 
present themselves right on the face of the report, | 
and do not need any elaboration. 
men can support this measure, passes my com- 
I am told that there is a good deal 


jous to defeat it on account of their coal; and the 
Panama Railroad Company are anxious to defeat 
it because it might interfere with their interests; | 
and the Chiriqui company are anxious to get this 
appropriation; and therefore it is said that there 
is a good deal of lobbying about it. ; 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I ask the 
gentleman whether he has heard any member 
from Pennsylvania lobbying against this measure ? 

Mr.STANTON. Notaword. I have heard 
no lobbying on any side. No one has approached 
me to say a word about it. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Chairman, my remarks on 
this amendment will be as brief and concise as 
possible. It is very evident that the House is get- 
ting tired of the subject. I shall not take a legal 
or a constitutional view of it; nor will I even at- 








| tempt to answer the argument made by the gentle- 


/ man from Missouri [{Mr. Prevrs]a few days since. 


about which there cannot be any controversy. It |: 


That duty has been well and faithfully performed 
by the distinguished gentleman from New York, | 








} 


How gentle- || vestment. 


' 








subject is concerned, I would respectfully sugges; 
to members toread in the Globe of to-day the Views 
presented by the gentleman from Missouri, anq 
the overwhelming, demolishing, and crushing re. 
mi In fact, 
if I had a disposition to allude to the argument of 
the gentleman from Missouri, m sympathy for 
the bleeding wounds inflicted on fine by the gen. 
tleman from New York would forbid my doin- 
so. The gentleman from Missouri, without any 
cause, without any charge being made, graty)- 
tously denied that any lobby influence was a: 
work to defeat the Chiriqui route. Thisis ratho, 


| suspicious; or why this denial before a charge 


was made? 

Now, in regard to the matter of lobbying, I herp 
declare, that [ have it from the most undoubted 
a that there is a monopoly at work—, 
monopoly which has been the curse and bane of 
my State; a monopoly which has ground down 
and oppressed the seven hundred thousand inha). 
itants on the Pacific coast; a monopoly which has 
defeated the Nicaragua route; a monopoly which 
has broken down the Tehuantepec route, and 
which now rears its brazen front to break dow) 
this Chiriqui route. Lallude to the Panama Rai!- 
road Company. I do not mean,to say—and far 
be it from me to intimate—that any member of this 


| House has been improperly approached on this 
| subject; but I have reason to believe that there are 


some persons from the city of New York, who 
have * assumed the livery of Heaven to serve the 
devil in,’’ at work to perpetuate the Panama rail- 
road monopoly and to break down this Chiriqui 
route. It is a monopoly of the most outrageous, 
monstrous, and infamous kind, and stinks in the 
nostrils of every honest man on the Pacific coast. 
Mr. PHELPS. As the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia is noticing some allusions I made the other 
day, I desire to say that some of the friends of 
this amendment approached me, and alleged there 
was an influence at work on behalf of the Panama 
Railroad Company to prejudice their rights and 
defeat the amendment of the Senate. I remarked 
at that time that, being upon the committee which 
was charged with the examination of this subject, 
I had yet to be approached by a single person out- 
side of Congress who was opposed to the passage 
of this amendment; but that I had met several 
gentlemen outside of Congress who were urging 
the adoption of the amendment of the Senate. | 
alluded to the subject in consequence of the remarks 
I had heard, that agents of the Panama Railroad 
Company were here for the purpose of breaking 
down this contract with the Chiriqui Improve- 
ment Company. I stated that, so far as my in- 
formation extended, no opposition had been pre- 
sented here to the confirmation of this contract 
upon the part of the Panama Railroad Company. 
Mr. SCOTT. I state it upon the most unques- 
tionable authority thatthe Panama Railroad Com- 
pany are opposed to the approval of this contract, 
as they have opposed and broken down the op- 
osition on the Nicaragua route and on the Te- 
uantepec route. [donot blamethem for it. They 
have $10,000,000 invested in this road, which pays 
them twenty per cent. per annum upon their in- 
4 well known that they have a sink- 
ing fund for the purpose of wiping out every at- 
tempt that shall-be made to esta lish an opposition 
to their monopoly. Sir, witha capital of the sum 
of $10,000,000, paying them an interest of twenty 
per cent., they can well afford to devote ten per 
cent. for the purpose of crushing out all opposing 
enterprises. And itis this Panama Railroad Com- 
pany which raises its front here in opposition to 
the confirmation of this contract with the Chir'- 
qui company by the Secretary of the Navy; noth- 

ing else. 
But, sir, let us examine and see what the priv- 
ileges of the Panama railroad are. As I said 
before, for six long years, we on the Pacific coast 
have had our necks under the heel of the Panama 
Railroad Company. It is true that the progress 
of the Pacific coast has been unprecedented in the 
annals of history; it is true that California has, 
in the short space of eleven years, from a pop 
lation of less than twelve thousand persons, rise” 
to a State containing not less than five hundred 


| thousand freemen; but it is also true that, instead 


of that number of inhabitants, we should — 
exceeded a million, if our communication wt 


the Atlantic had not been blocked up by the out 
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razeous monopoly of the Panama Railroad Com- 
pal As stated by the distinguished gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Sicxxies,} that company 
charges twenty-five dollars per head for every 
human being who passes over that forty-seven 
miles of road. They charge nine dollars per ton 
for the transportation of coal. Why, sir, by pay- 
ing them the liberal price of two cents per mile 
per ton, the cost of freight would only amount to 
ninety-four cents per ton—the’same as charged 
by the Reading company, Pennsylvania; yet for 
every ton of coal this Government is required to 


transport over that road, they require the pay- | 


ment of nine dollars; and they require the payment 


of $1 84 per cubic foot for the transportation of | 


all other merchandise. The Government is com- 
pelled to pay fourteen dollars per ton for the coal 
ituses at Aspinwall on this side, or twenty dollars 


per ton upon the Pacific side, for all that is used | 


for the supply of the Pacific squadron. Now, sir, 
the fact seems to have been ignored in this dis- 
cussion that this Government will save a heavy 
expense in the cost of its coal by entering into the 
proposed contract with Ambrose W. Thompson 
and others. 

Mr. SICKLES. I would like, with the consent 


of the gentleman, to state a fact in connection 


with the matter of the cost of transportation to | 


which he is alluding. I have taken pains to in- 
form myself in regard to the point the gentleman 
from California is now making; and the result 


to which has been drawn from that information | 


is, that the price of fare for the whole route from 


New York to California is the cheapest in the | 


world, considering the distance; and second, that 
the railroad tariff across the Isthmus is the dearest 
in the world; that thirty thousand is the average 
number of passengers annually between the ports 
of New York and Sen Francisco; that the aver- 
age rate of fare is $100 each, of which $25 is paid 


to the Panama Railroad Company for carrying | 


them over forty-seven miles of railroad; $22 50 
is paid for the steamship route of twenty-five hun- 
dred miles from New York to Aspinwall, and 
452 50 from Panama to San Francisco; and the 
$22 50, for carrying them twenty-five hundred 
miles, includes from eight to ten dave? board. 

At the period when the passengers were taken 
for $50, during the existence of opposition routes 
from New York to San Francisco, $25 out of the 
$50 was still paid to the Panama railroad, leaving 
only $25 for the carriage of passengers six thou- 
sand miles. The Panama Railroad Company 
would not listen to any appeal to reduce their 
fare. The question now is: will the House of 


Representatives encourage the continuance of that | 


monopoly, or will they provide for breaking it | 


up? These are the facts. 
Mr. SCOTT. 
tistical information furnished b 
from New York; and I here vouch for the correct- 
ness of every fact stated by him, for I have my- 
self traveled the route several times. 
Hereisanotherpoint. In thirteen years the con- 
tract of the Panama Railroad Company with the 
New Granadian Government expires. Under that 
contract, upon the payment by the New Granadian 
Government of the sum of $5,000,000, the rail- 
road goes in fee-simple, with all its privileges, to 
that Government. Now,everygentleman knows 
that it is perfectly easy for New Granada to raise 
$9,000,000 in France, in England, or in this coun- 
wy, at six percent., which, with the present earn- 
ings of the road, would give them a clear profit of 
fourteen per cent. upon $10,000,000. In fact, the 
ciuzens of this Government would have to pay a 
profit of from one million five hundred thousarid to 
‘womilion dollars annually to a foreign Govern- 
ment for the right of transit across the Isthmus. 
You will then have no inter-oceanic communica- 
tion with the States upon the Pacific, and will be 
dependent entirely upon the mercy or courtesy of 
4 foreign Power for the enjoyment of that right. 
Now, sir, le, us look at the facts of the case. 
ast year, the legality and validity of the consti- 


‘uuonal power of this Government to establish | 
coal depots at Chiriqui was never disputed. The | 


getitleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. Stevens] sug- 
cested that there was no sufficient evidence of the 
existence of coal on the Isthmusof Chiriqui. That 
Was the point made against the distinguished chair- 


TH 


order to meet this objection, and to remove this 
obstacle, an expedition was sent out under Cap- 
tain Engle, with instructions to examine the har- 
bors,and to examine the soil in respect to the ex- 
istence of coal there. Yon have the report of the 
officers of that expedition before you. In regard 
to the harbors, they say they are sufficiently large 
for the navies of the world to ride upon. You have 
also the geological report, with specimens of coal 
that have been excavated, showing that it exists 
there in inexhaustible quantities. 
report of the expedition, and their surveys in re- 
spect to the practicability of the route for the con- 
struction of arailroad. And now comes up, after 
the explosion of the above statements, the ques- 
tion, or the new dodge, in regard to the legal title 
of Ambrose W. Thompson and the Chiriqui Im- 
provement Company to the right of way for a 
railroad across the Isthmus of Chiriqui. Mr. 
Chairman, I have ever been taught to respect the 
opinions of those who are older and have had a 
larger experience than myself. 


The gentleman from Missouri may be well 
known as a good lawyer; if so, his reputation as 


such was never known to me; but, sir, | think 
that he is more distinguished as a_ politician. 
However that may be, the fact is that the weight 
of authority and of argument on this subject is 
against him; and I must believe that the evidence, 
authority, and arguments, spread out in our pub- 
lic documents, are to be taken as superior to any 
dictum that he may throw out. 

Who, sir, are the parties upon whom we rely, 
and who report the immense importance of this 
acquisition by the Government? They are our 
own officers, who have acted solely in the line of 
their duty. The Secretary of the Navy has rec- 
ommended this purchase, and the Attorney Gen- 


eral has examined all the title deeds, and has | 


passed his judgment that they are complete and 
proper in form. The Senate of the United States 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


You have the | 


iave sent this amendment to this House by a vote | 


of 36 to 5. A distinguished gentleman of that 
body, whose legal ability is unquestioned and un- 
questionable—Hon. Mr. Fessenpen, of Maine— 
is satisfied in regard to these title deeds. Mr. 
Crark,of New Hampshire, another distinguished 
member of that body, who opposed this question 


at the last session of Congress, has since exam- | 
ined it, and is now in favor of carrying out the | 
| contract of the Secretary of the Navy. And again: | 


one of the most astute members of the Senate, the 
‘ 


chairman of the Committee on Finance, who has 


| been the watchful guardian of the ‘T'reasury, and 


never was known to recommend or vote a dollar 


_ which would not be for the benefit of his country— | 


{ am much indebted for the sta- || 
the gentleman | 


| the terms of the contract. 


I allude to Senator Hunter, of Virginia—has 
warmly advocated this Chiriqui purchase. There- 
fore, when upon the one side are these Senators, 
the Attornew General, the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the commission of the Government, and upon 
the other merely the gentleman from Missour1, I 
must be pardoned for preferring to follow the 
former than to follow the mere ipse divit of the 
member from Missouri. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I will briefly sum up. 
If these parties have the title to the land between 
the Chiriqui lagoon and the City of David, as 
they allege they have, I presume there is intelli- 
gence enough in the Department to see that every- 
thing is gained by the Government stipulated by 


it will be seen to that these parties have the power 
to confer the privileges they promise before the 
final arrangements are made, and this $300,000 
paid over. It is a well-known rule of law, that 
whenever a party toacontract fails to fulfill its stip- 
ulations, then the contract becomes null and void. 
In all contraéts there must necessarily be a quid 
pro quo; and therefore this Government is not 
going to be drawn into a bargain where it gains 
nothing for the money that is proposed to be ap- 
propriated, 

Everything, sir, has been done by the action of 
Congress, so far as this matter has proceeded. 
The reports which have been laid ‘before us in 
favor of the contract are those of our own officers. 
Will this House repudiate the expedition which 
itsanctioned? Look at the saving, too, in respect 
of the supplies of coal for our Navy on the Pacific. 
This Government is now paying this infamous 


man of the Committee on Naval Affairs last year, |, Panama railway monopoly fifty cents per ton a 
when he advised the ea of this contract,as || month for the privilege of storing its coal upon 


recommended by the Secretary of the Navy. 


4s 


In || one of the little islands belonging to that company 


1 have no doubt that | 
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in the bay of Panama, in order that our vessels 
may take in their supplies; and that, too, after 
the enormous charges for transportation. 

It is said that this will injure Pennsylvania. I 
say that it will not. And let me say to the Rep- 
resentativesof the New England States, of the mid- 
dle States, of the western State s,and of the south- 
ern States, that their people are dir culy interested; 
for, sir, the tariff fixed by the Panama Railroad 
Company for transportation amounts almost to 
a prohibition. Those engaged in trade, express 
companies—everybody, indeed, who wishes te 
send packages b®@iween the Pacific and the Atlan- 
tic States—are interested in helping a competi- 
fion to this oppressive Panama monopoly. What 
is $300,000, when we consider that we are now 
paying fourteen dollars a ton on this side and 
twenty dollars on the other, and that by appro- 
priating it for this purpose by which the Govern- 
ment will save at least $130,000 a year? If you 
open these coal mines in the Chiriqui Isthmus, in 
less than two years every dollar now appropri- 
ated will be returned to the Government; and in 
afew years Government will be repaid tenfold 
for the present expenditure. I trust that the 
House will concur in the Senate amendment. 

Mr. PORTER obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOLMAN, With the permission of my 
colleague, I will give notice of my intention to 
offer the following amendment: 


Nor until the Republic of Costa Rica shall have confirmed 
to the United States the rights of property and franchises, 
which the said Ambrose W. Thompson, and the said Chi 


_ riqui [Improvement Company have, by their contract with 


the Secretary of the Navy, conditionally transferred and 
proposed to secure to the United States. 


Mr. PORTER. Mr. Chairman, I could not 
have been tempted to engage in the present dis- 
cussion, but haut have sat here silently and 
voted against the pending Senate amendment, 


| were it not that the bankrupt condition of the 


Treasury and the civil commotions with which 


| we are threatened, admonish us that we ought 
| not to engage in a enn eaan which are not 


urgently and immediate 
of the Government. 
The gentleman from California, [Mr. Scorr,]} 
in the earnest remarks which he has just made, 
has endeavored to persuade the House that the 
question to be decided by voting for or against 
the Senate amendment is, whether we will sup- 
port and encourage the present monopoly of the 
Panama Railroad Company or destroy that mo- 
nopoly by granting moderate aid to a rival enter- 
prise. If the appropriation sought would, if 
made, really accomplish the latter object, there 
would be little opposition to it in this House. 
But, sir, that is not the question. The question 
is, whether, if it shall be made, we shall receive 
any equivalent whatever? Sir, it seems to me to 
be demonstrable, that the Chiriqui company and 
Mr. Thompson have no right to construct a rail- 
road from the Chiriqui lagoon to the gulf of Gol- 
fito, nor across the province of Chiriqui, at all. 
Nor have they even a right to construct a mac- 
adamized road across that province. ‘The grant 
from the Government of New Granada to the 
Panama Railroad Company to construct their 
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama confers 
upon that company, in express terms, ** the ex- 
clusive privilege of establishing a railroad between 


y required by the wants 


' the two oceans, across the Isthmus of Panama;”’ 


and further provides that, during the ninety-nine 
years of exclusive privilege thus conceded to that 
company for the establishment of railroads from 
one ocean to the other, the Government shall 
neither itself make, nor grant to any other com- 
pany whatever, under any title, the power to es- 
tablish another iron railroad or macadamized road, 
serving as a means of communication between the 
two oceans, across the isthmusof Panama. The 
Isthmus of Panama embraces not only the pro- 
osed route of this projected Chiriqui railroad, 
bat the whole province of Chiriqui. If gentlemen 
will refer to our treaty with New Granada, made 
after the grant to the Panama Railroad Company, 
(9 United States Statutes at Large, p. 897,) they 
will see that the Isthmus of Panama is expressly 
recognized as extending to the southern bound- 
ary of Costa Rica, which is also the northern 
boundary of the province of Chiriqui. 

Sir, our approved geographies show the same 
thing. New Granada is divided into four cantons 
and thirty-six provinces. One of these cantons 
is denominated the ** Isthmus’’—that is, the Isth- 
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: a ’ 
mus of Panama—and embraces four provinces, | tion is accurate, perhaps, with reference to the 


one of which is the province of Chiriqui. 
This, sir, shows aan plainness, that if 
the Government of New 
to grant tothe Chiriqui Company or Mr. Thomp- 
son, a right to constructa railyoad, or even a 
macadamized road, across the province of Chiri- 
qui, or across any part thereof, with a view to 
connect the two oceans, the grant would have been 
wholly void, as being in direct violation of its 
contract with the Panama Railroad Company. 
And if, under such a grant, an attempt were made 
to construct the projected Chirlqui railroad, the 
courts would be constrained, by the plainest prin- 
ciples of law, upon the application of the Panama 


Railroad Company, to enjoin the emery ne of || 


the work. And this, sir, is the railroad privilege 
for which we are invoked to make a vast appro- 
priation; and to shut eur eyes, demand no secu- 
rity, and have faith that all will be well! Thisis 
the way in which the Panama railroad monopoly 
is to be broken up, and such golden fruits are to 
be dropped into our lap! Sir, our credulity, 
though great, can hardly be thus practiced upon. 

Sir, it is due to the intelligence of the Secretary 
of the Navy to say, that in his contract with the 
Chirigui company and. Mr. Thompson, he does 
not stipulate for a right of transit over a railway 
or for the construction of a railway; nor does he 
even stipulate that the company shall improve the 
old provincial roadway granted, with certain lim- 
itations, to Mr. Thompson. The stipulation is 
simply fora right of transit over the roadway, 
which could be of no value to the Government 
whatever. The right to construct a railway, the 


practicability of the enterprise, and its value to | 


the Government, seem to have been an after- 
thought, more fully to insure the confirmation of 
the contract by this House, 

Mr. SICKLES. If lL understand the point made 
by the gentleman—and if I have failed to do so, 
it is not for the want of close attention, but on 
account of the difficulty of hearing—he objects 
because the territory upon which the road 1s to 
be constructed is not within the jurisdiction of 
Costa Rica, and therefore it is not covered by the 
contract of 6th July. 

Mr. PORTER. I do not know the date of the 
contract. I will soon allude to that point if the 
gentleman will allow me to proceed; and at that 
point T will thank him to interrupt me. 

The Government of New Granada acted in good 
faith when it made its grant to Mr. Thompson; 
and it did not contemplate a grant to him of the 
right to construct a railway. The contract is 
plain. 1 will now read from it: 

“Articie l. An exclusive privilege for sixty years is 
hereby conceded to Ambrose W. Thompson, for insproving 
in a solid manner, fit for the transit of wheeled vehicles, 
and maintaining in good condition, the provincial road 
opened more than fourteen years ago, between this city 
and Bocas del Toro ; which starts from this capital, crosses 
the Cordilleras, and terminates at Chiriqui lagoon, on the 
Atiantic. The period wentioned in this article, shall date 
from the day when the improvement of the road shall be 
entirely completed according to the terms of this con- 
tract.’’ 

Mr. Thompson is to maintain and improve the 
old provincial road. To construct a railroad would 
supersede and destroy it, and not maintain and 
improve it. The context shows that, by the term 
‘“* wheeled vehicles,”’ railroad cars were not meant 
to be included, and repels the idea of a railroad 
grant. Article seventeen provides that— 

* The full time for which this privilege is given having 
expired, the province of Chiriqui shall enter in full posses- 
sion of all the properties belonging to the enterprise, that 
is, the wharves, bridges, toll-houses, offices, docks, store- 
houses, Ke. and all the things ene to the » with- 
out Mr. Thompson receiving any indemnity whatsoever ; 
he being bound to deliver over the road, with all its appur- 
tenances, in the same state in which he has kept it during 
the period of the privilege.” 

Who ever heard, sir, of a toll-house to a rail- 
road ? What was meant was what was said—that 
this company should improve and maintain the 
old provincial common highway, and might erect 
toll-gates to collect tolls thereon. 

Something has been said here about a grant 
by the Government of Costa Rica to this a 
ees ng to construct a railroad. Why, sir, the 
southern boundary of Costa Rica is many miles 
from either terminus of this projected railroad; 
and this railroad, at no point, touches the terri- 
tory of Costa Rica, . 

Mr. SICKLES. It is right at this 
I desired to interrupt the gentleman. 


int that 


granada had undertaken | 


former limits and boundaries between Costa Rica 
and New Granada, butit is not correct with refer- 
ence to the present boundaries and limite since 


|| the new treaty of limits and boundaries between 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
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hat posi- || Government shall be transported over that hig 


| New Granada and Costa Rica, 

Mr. PORTER. I thank the gentleman for 
_ alluding to that matter, for | have the treaty here; 
and reference to the map accompanying this sec- 
ond report will show that I have spoken in view 
of that very treaty. What does that treaty say? 

“That the river Doraces, Dorees, or Dorados, designed 
by article forty-one as the dividing line of the two repub- 
lies on the Atlantic side, is the first river a short distance 
to the eastof Monkey Point,” &c. 

This river is not only far north of the eastern 
terminus of this projected Chiriqui railroad, but 
not less than sixty miles distant from the north- 
ernmost part of the Enisiaui gulf itself. 

Mr. MORSE. Let me ask the gentleman which 
road he is arguing about? 


Mr. PORTER. 
| 


which this commission has reported upon. 

Mr. MORSE. The last report of the commis- 
sioners? 

Mr. PORTER. Yes, sir; that one. An exam- 
ination of the map will show that this railroad is 
not at any point, according to my understanding, 

| within fifty miles of the southern boundary of 
Costa Rica. 
Mr. MORSE. 


I would state that this guif of 


There is an unsettled boundary there. The wrens 

state it both ways; but there is a treaty between 

the two Governments, not yet ratified by Costa 

Rica, by which Costa Rica gives up some lands 

upon the lagoons, and New Granada some lands 
| upon the gulf of Golfito. The gentleman will find 
| that the road starts from the territory of Costa 
Rica. 

Mr. PORTER. If my friend will refer to the 
contract between the Chiriqui company and Costa 
| Rica, he will see thatthe railroad which it allows 
| Mr. Thompson the privilege to construct is from 
| fifty to a hundred miles north of the gulfs of Chir- 
| iqui and Golfito. 
| 


But it is enough for my present argument that 
it is north of it at all, It would be enough for my 
argument if one quarter or one third of this rail- 
road, as projected, is to be constructed within the 


Iam arguing about the road | 


j 
| 
| reference to boundaries, is within Costa Rica. |! 
| 


| 
| 








| territorial limits of New Granada; for neither ibe | 
| 


| Government of New Granada, nor any province 


or the Chiriqui company to construct a railroad 
at all; and if they should undertake to make one, 
the grant would be void, because of the previous 
| exclusive grant to the Panama company. I ask 
| gentlemen who are doing me the honor of listen- 
ing to my remarks to examine this matter for 
themselves, and they will find that buta very small 
part of this road—I do not believe any part—is 
within the jurisdiction of Costa Rica. Nor does 
the contract of the Secretary of the Navy provide 
for a right of transit upon any railroad, or other 
road, in Costa Rica., 

If there be any doubt left concerning the right 
of the Chiriqui company and Mr. Thompson to 
construct the projected railroad, it will be dispelled 
by a reference to the letter of the Attorney Gen- 
_ eral of the United States, where he says, concern- 
| ing the contract of the New Granadian Govern- 
ment with Mr. Thompson: 

“It must also be remembered that this grant of a road- 
way does not include any right to make a railroad.” 

Then we have the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the. United States, the treaty with New 
Granada, the grant to the Panama Railroad Com- 

ny, the 
Sous Ries all repelling the idea ofa right, on the 


thereof, has granted the right to Mr. ‘Thompson | 


nt of the Provincial Legislature of 
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way, except by the express authority of that Gov- 
ernment. 

It has been gravely argued that, under the con- 
tract with this company, we acquire the invaluable 











| right to use certain harbors within the gulfs of 


' 
! 
| 
' 


Chiriqui and Golfito. Sir, has the Government of 
New Granada parted with its jarisdiction overany 
of its harbors? No, sir; nowhere. Does this com- 

any even own the land around all or most of the 

arbors? Nothing before us shows any such 
thing. We obtain from this company no right 
to use harbors which we have not always enjoyed. 
If we wish to obtain any enlargement of our rights, 
the Government of New Granada, and not this 


_ company, is the authority to which to apply. 


Sir, a most important consideration is yet to be 
presented. The contract between Mr. Thompson 
and the Government of New Granada provides 
for a forfeiture upon any “ infraction or default”’ 
of Thompson in complying with any of its con- 
ditions. What assurance have we that wlien we 
have paid our $300,000, some infraction or de- 
fault may not at once destroy the whole value of 
our contract? Indeed, it may readily be seen how 


| it might become the interest of the company to 


commit such a breach, or allow such a default, to 
get rid of the burdens of their contract. 

I shall have very little to say, sir, about the 
much-boasted right to the use of coal conferred by 
this contract. The masterly argument of the gen- 


LORS LE ‘ mrt | tleman from New York (Mr. Portie} has made 
Golfito is within the boundaries of Costa Rica; || ! 


and I believe the road, under the new trenty in |) 


further argument on that subject superfluous. It 
is not shown that this company have acquired a 
right to all the convenient coal-beds in the prov- 


| ince of Chiriqui; and it is likely that we could 


acquire*coal privileges on better terms from the 
Granadian Government. If the supply, too, is 
inexhaustible, as is pretended, the company wil! 
always find it to its interest to dispose of it ata 
fair price. If not inexhaustible, ! may add that 
it is not at all clear, under the contract, that our 
Government will have an exclusive right to its 
use. For this coal we are to pay ten cents per 
ton, and the cost of mining and delivery. Who 
shall determine the cost? Sir, between shrewd 
individuals on the one side and the Government 
on the other, it is not difficult to see who will de- 
termine it, and in whose favor it will be deter- 


/mined. The cost, practically, will be whatever 


part of this company, to construct a railroad in 


the province of Chiriqui. The only right acquired 


by virtue of this grant of the New Granadian Gov- 


ernment and the contract of the Secretary of the 


right to transport our horses, our seamen, our 
troops, and munitions of war, over a common 





this company chooses to charge; if, indeed, it 
chooses, after receiving the money, to perform 
any part of the contract. 

ilere, Mr. Chairman, is an opportunity, when 
our Treasury is bankrupt, our revenues cut short, 
our securities sold at a ruinous sacrifice to raise 
means to carry on the Government, here is an 
opportunity to throw away a third ofa million dol- 
lars. Here is a chance, by a prodigal expendi- 
ture of borrowed money, to purchase rights which 
we already enjoy, and privileges utterly empty 
and illusory. It will soon be seen whether we 
will embrace it. 

Mr. MORSE then obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to . 

Mg. DAWES, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Burnett reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had under consideration the state of 
the Union generally, and particularly the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the deficiency bill, and had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state 
that there is some inconvenience felt by the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, and they desire the ap- 
pointment of an additional member on the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BURNETT. I presume there will be no 


—- to that. 


provincial highway. But, sir,asif to show how |) 


he SPEAKER. The Chair supposes not; but 

the Chair did not feel at liberty to appoint an addi- 

tional member of the committee without first con- 
sulting the House. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Do I understand that one 

of the members of the committee has resigned his 


utterly valueless the contract of the Secretary with |) place upon it? 


this Chiriqui company is, it is expressly provided 


in the grant of the 


Navy with the Chiriqui company, is the supposed 
| thatthe troops and munitions of war of no —— 


ew Granadian Government 


TheSPEAKER. No,sir;one ofthe members of 


the committee [Mr. Tueaxe] desires to go home 


| on a visit, and the other [Mr. Davison] is sick. 


Pil 


The gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Taeaxer,) who 
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“House would prefer to defer the vote upon his re- 
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is very faithful in the discharge of his duties, is 


not willing to leave his post unless some one else || 


js substituted for him who can take charge of the 
enrolled bills. If there be no objection, the Chair 
will appoint an additional member on the com- | 
niittec. 


There was no objection; and the Speaker there- | 


upon appointed Mr, Brake a member of theCom- | 


mittee on Enrolled Bills. 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the House do | 
now adjourn, 

Mr. CORWIN. I beg the gentleman from |! 
Kentucky to withdraw that motion for a moment. 
I wish to give a notice to the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw it. 

Mr. CORWIN. I wish to give notice to the 
House, Mr. Speaker, that I shall endeavor to 
close the debate on the special order, the report 
of the committee of thirty-three, next Thursday. 
I umlerstand that, by the usage of the House, 
in order to do that in any obligatory form, it is 
necessary to submit a motien to that effect. If it | 
be in order now to make that motion, with the 
permission of the gentleman from Kentucky, I | 
will make it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope the gentleman will | 
not press that motion this evening; he can enter 
itand cal! it up at some other time. || 

Mr. CORWIN. Then J will have the motion 
entered. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that such a motion is necessary. The House | 
ean close the debate at any moment it chooses. || 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. At what time 
on Thursday does the gentleman propose to close 
the debate ? . | 

Mr. CORWIN. At two o’clock. i 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- || 
man can move the previous question at that time. || 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Ohio will fix Monday week, instead 
of Thursday, as the time for closing the debate. 
That, I think, will be satisfactory to all gentle- 
men. ‘There are a great many propositions to be 
discussed. 

Mr. SICKLES. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that L think many members of the 


ing, until after the assembling of the convention 
of representatives from different States, which is 
to meet here upon the 4th of February, and until 
we can see what action, if any, they will take. 

Mr. CORWIN. I prefer ‘to enter the motion | 
as | have already made it; and if, on Thursday, | 
in the discretion of the House, it shall be thought 
proper to postpone a vote, I understand that it will | 
be perfectly within the power of the House to do 
so. If I should be convinced at that time that | 
further debate or further consideration is required, 
lam sure I shall be willing to postpone a vote. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Are we to understand that 
this is merely an intimation, or does thegentleman 
irom Ohio now offer a resolution to close the de- 
bate on Thursday? 

The SPEAKER. No resolution is offered. It 1] 
itamere suggestion from the chairman of the com- 
mittee of thirty-three. 


| 
Mr. FLORENCE. That is the way I under- i 


port, and the other propositions which are pend- || 
: | 





stood it. 
| 
Mr. BURNETT. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, 
he motion was agreed to. 


And thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.) the | 
House adjourned till Monday. 





| 
IN SENATE. | 
Monpay, February 4, 1861. | 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr: Guatey, 
he Journal of Saturday last was read and || 
approved . | 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the acting Secretary of the Interior, | 
transmitting & communication from the Commis- | 
Soner of Indian Affairs, dated on the 30th of Jan- | 
tary, recommending that $100,000 be appropri- || 
ated for the relief of destitute Indians, under the | 

‘ction of the Secretary of the Interior. | 

Mr. BIGLER. I move the reference of the } 

“ommunication to the Committee on Finance. | 


| its usual acceptation. 
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Mr.GWIN. The Committee on Finance have 


acted on the Indian appropriation bill; and I think | 


the communication had’better be laid on the table, 
and printed. ; 

The VICE PRESIDHNT.. It will lie on the 
table; and the motion to print will go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr.GW!IN. As itisa necessary document, 
which will be wanted immediately, I hope there 
will be no objection to printing it now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
no objection; and it will be ordered to be printed 
without referring the question to the Committee 
on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in obedience to law, returns of the militia 
of the United States, and of their arms, accouter- 
ments, and ammunition, for the year 1860; which, 


| on motion of Mr. Wixson, was referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The Chair hears | 


The VICE PRESIDENT signed the following | 


enrolled bills, which had heretofore received the 
signature of the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives: 

A bill (H. R. No. 919) for the relief of F. M. 


Beauchamp and Betsy D. Townsend; 


A bill (H.R. No. 670) granting an invalid pen- | 
sion to William G. Bernard, Jate a soldier in the | 


United States Army; and 


A bill (S. No. 64) to authorize the extension 


and use of a branch of the Alexandria, Loudoun, 
and Hampshire railroad within the city of George- 
town. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. HALE. 


I ask the indulgence of the Sen- | 


ate for about two minutes, to make an explana- | 


tion, not for my own benefit, but for the benefit 
of a gentleman not a member of the body. In the 


| remarks which I submitted to the Senate a few 


days ago, on the resolution in relation to the Sen- | 
ate’s order in favor of Mrs. Linn, I styled the | 
letter of Mr. Medill in regard to it as « imperti- | 


nent.”’ I rise to say what I would have said 


then, but the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Pucu] took | 
me up a little sharp about it, that I used that term | 


in its literal and legal sense, the very one that is 


given in the dictionary—impertinent in that itdid | 


not pertain to the subject-matter. I did not mean 
it to be personally offensive to Mr. Medill. | 
meant it in the same way that it is used in an- 


does not belong to the subject-matter in hand.” 
That is what I meant to say of his letter—that it 


make any personal application of it to him. 


Mr. PUGH. The Senator from New Hamp- 


| Shire was kind enough to make that explanation 


to me on Saturday, after the adjournment; and I 


_ told him then, that I was very sorry to have given | 


him any pain by what I then thought was an ap- 
propriate response to the word used by him in 
I beg his pardon for hav- 
ing misunderstood him. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| citizens of the town of 


‘ 


W. Williams and a large number of other very 


| Fespectable citizens of the State of Connecticui, 


residing in New London and in that vicinity, ask- 
ing Congress to adopt substantially the plan of 
comprothise recommended by the Representatives 
of the border States, which they believe will re- 
Store tranquillity and peace to the country. As 
there is no committee to which it may be appro- 
priately referred, I ask that the petition be re- 
ceived and laid on the table. 

It was so ordered, 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition from 
farmouth, in the State of 
Maine, representing that, without distinction of 
party, they mostearnestly pray Congress to adopt, 
at the earliest practicable moment, such measures 
of conciliation and compromise as shall heal sec- 
tional strife, restore public confidence, and cement 
for all coming time those bonds which, in the ear- 
lier days of the Republic, constituted the basis of 
our national strength; and upon which rest, un- 
der God, our only hope and faith for transmitting 
to posterity the precious inheritance achieved for 
us by the common efforts and sacrifices of a wise 


and patriotic ancestry; and on his motion it was 
laid on the table. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have a petition from 
a number of respectable citizens, of the city of 
Louisville, in the State of Kentucky, praying for 
a change in the mail arrangements between Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, and Louisville, Kentucky. I move 
that it be referred to the Committce on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

It was referred. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, I rise to 
present a petition which I think I may say is per- 
tinent, from the people of New Albany, in the 
State of Indiana. At the last Presidential elec- 
tion, as they inform me, and as I believe, one 
thousand nine hundred votes were given in the 
town of New Albany and in its vicinity; and this 


| petition contains the names of one thousand five 


| might have been obtained. 


i} 


did not belong to the subject. I did not mean to | 


Mr. CHANDLER presented two petitions of || 


citizens of Bay county, in the State of Michigan, 
remonstrating against any change in the Consti- 


tution of the United States at this time, and ask- 
| ing thatall the present guarantees of the Consti- | 
tution may be enforced; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table. 


Mr. WILKINSON 
William H. Nobles, late superintendent of the 
Fort Ridgely and South Pass Wagon Road, and 
a petition of the Fort Kearney, South Pass, and 
Honey Lake wagon road, praying certain allow- 
ances in the settlement of his accounts; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
memorial of over a thousand citizens of the city 
of Lancaster, in the State of Pennsylvania, with- 
out distinction of party, praying Congress to make 


presented the petition of | 


I have the honor to present a | 


the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky the | 
basis for the settlement of our national difficulties. 


I also present a similar memorial from citizens of 
the county of Chester, in the State of Pennsylvya- 
nia. I move that they lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. I present the petitiorof Thomas 


hundred of the one thousand nine hundred, with 
the assurance that, with a little more time, the 
greater portion of the remaining four hundred 
1 beg leave to present 
it, and to ask that it may be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled : 
The undersigned, citizens of the State of Indiana, view 
With alarm the present condition of public affairs. They 
have seen with great regret the secession of five States from 


|| the Union, so far as the action on the part of those States 
swers to bills in equity. The first meaning given || 
in the dictionary is, that ‘* it is not pertinent, and || 


is concerned, and they fear that others may follow the ex 
ample. They deeply regret that any condition of national 
affairs should have brought about such an issue ; and with 
out going into an examination of the causes which have 
impelled sister States to this act, they pray your honorable 
body at once to pass such acts as will restore the Union 
and give peace to the country. And in this connection, 
they beg leave to say that the adoption of the propositions 
contained in what are known as the Crittenden resolutions 
would be received by the border States as a satisfactory 
adjustment of existing difficulties, and render us once more 
a united and happy people. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I amalso charged, Mr. 


| President, to present to the Senate the petition of 


a number of citizens of Michigan upon the same 
subject, praying to the same effect. Also, a peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of the State of New York, 
which I ask may be read. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of New York, 
respectfully showeth: 


That while sharing in common with their fellow-citizens a 


|| the general solicitude at the dangers which are now threat 


ening the peace and the unity of our country, they desire to 


| give their urgent and emphatic expression of the necessity 


which seems to exist for mutual conciliation and compro- 


| mise, and, without discussion as to the merits of the va- 


rious questions at issue, believing that the perpetuity of 
the union of the United States as one nation ts of vastly 


| nore importance than the establishment or rejection of this 
| Or that subject of controversy, and that the people of the 
| North willapprove of the general outline of the plan of com- 


promise agreed upon by the Senators and Representatives of 
the border States, or the Crittenden plan, your memorialists 
humbly pray that such measures may be speedily adopted 
by Congress for tiie settlement of our present difficulties, as 
will embrace substantially the plan of compromise so rec- 
ommended by the Representatives of the border States, or 
by Mr. Crrrrenpen, and whieh, they believe, will restore 
tranquillity and peace to our now distracted country. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Here is also a petition 
which I have the honor to present, from citizens 
of the county of Harford, in the State of Mary- 
land, praying for the adoption of the proposition 
made by the committee of the border States. 1 
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have also a petition of citizens of Indiana, praying || 
for the adoption of the resolutions offered by my- 
self, I also present a petition to the same pur- 
pose and effect froim citizens of Michigan, I move 
that all these petitions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MINT AT NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. WILSON. I submit the following reso- 
lution; and ask for its consideration at this time: 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, re 
quested to communicate to this body whether, in the State 
of Louisiana, any person or persons have unlawfully seized 
any of the forts, arsenals, arms, or munitions of war, be- 
longing to the United States, or other property of the United 
States; and especially whether the mint of the United | 
States at New Orleans has been taken possessign of unlaw- 
fully oy, any persons, and whether any portion of the money 
of the United States at New Orleans, and how much thereof, | 
has been unlawfully appropriated by any person or persons, || 
and by whom and when. 


Mr. BIGLER objected to the consideration of 
the resolution; and it lies over under the rule. 1} 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 545) | 
in relation to the collection of duties on imports | 
and for other purposes, have instructed me to re- | 
port itback with two amendments—trifling verbal || 
amendments—with the recommendation that it | 
pass; and I move that it be considered at this || 
time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || 
Maine reports the bill (S. No. 545) in relation to || 
the collection of duties on imports, and for other | 
purposes, from the Committee on Finance, and 
asks for its consideration at this time. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I object to that altogether, 
as | intend to offeramendments to the bill, which 
I wish to have printed. 

The VICE bRESIDENT. 
made, it will lie over. 

Mr. HUNTER. I object. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Doesa single objection || 
carry it over? 1 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill being re- 
ported to-day, it must lie over one day, if there | 
be objection to its present consideration. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If wish to make an explanation 
in connection with the bill justreported. Lunder- | 
stood the Senator from Maine to state that the | 
committee recommended the passage of the bill. 
i do not know whether that stands upon my vote. 
{ consented, so far as | was concerned, that the 
bill should be reported, leaving the question open | 
as to whether I would favor its passage or not. 
If a majority of the committee is made dependent 
on my vote, then I do not favor the recommend- 
ation as from the committee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I canonly say that I dis- || 
tinctly put the question to the chairman whether || 
1 was authorized to report the bill with the recom- 
mendation that it pass, and he informed me that 
I might do so. I do not know whether it was on | 
the vote ofthe Senator from Indiana, or somebody 
else. 


If objection be 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


} 
A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, announced that the | 
House had passed the following bill and joint 
resolution, in which the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate was requested: 
A bill (No. 925) granting an invalid pension 
to Larkin Tally, of Tennessee; and 
A joint en dl (No. 70) to quiet titles to 
* lands in the State of lowa. 


COUNTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 


The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to the resolution of the Senate to ap- | 
— a committee to join such committee as may 

appointed by the House of Representatives, to 
ascertain and report a mode for examining the 
votes for President and Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States, and notifying the persons chosen of 
their election; and had appointed Mr. Excimc B. 
Wasusvrnt of Ilinois, Mr.Garnert B. Aprain | 
of New Jersey, Mr. James Craic of Missouri, | 
Mr. Avrrep Evy of New York, and Mr. Win- 
Liam C. Anperson of Kentucky, the committee 
ou the part of the House. 





__ THE CONGRESSIONA 


mh ’ ae take I i 
the Senate may be taken up. If it induces de- | 


| and ordained, that the ordinance passed by us in convention 
|, on the 22d day of November, in the year 1811, whereby the 


, laws and ordinances by which the State of Louisiana be- 


| hereby, repealed and abrogated; and that the union now 


bate, [ shall not ask to have it considered; but I 
do not think it will. 

Mr. SLIDELL. President, I desire, on : 
the part of my colleagte and myself, to occupy 
the attention of the Senate for a very short time, 
on a matter that is personal to us. hs 

Mr. FOSTER. Will the Senator frem Louis- 
iana give way fora moment, that the resolution 
which I called up may be acted on? If it leads 
to debate, I shall not ask that it be considered; 
but I think it will not. I shall be obliged to him 
if he will give way. 

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Foster, on the 29th of January, as follows: 


Resolved, That in addition to those now entitled to that 
privilege, Governors and ex-Governors of States be admit- | 
ted to the floor of the Senate. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I mone the Senator from Con- || 


|| well from the dictates of natural justice and the 


necticut will not press the consideration of that 
resolution now. 
Mr. FOSTER. 
debate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


withdraw his motion to take up the resolution? 


Mr. FOSTER. If objection is made to it, I do. 
WITHDRAWAL OF SENATORS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I send to the Secretary a 


paper, which I desire to have read. 
“he Secretary read, as follows: 
In Ordinance to dissolve the union between the State of Lou- | 
isiana and other States united with her, under the compact 
entitled ** The Constitution of the United States of Amer- 
ica.”’ . j 
We, the people of the State of Louisiana, in convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and itis hereby declared 


I will not, if it is to lead to 





Constitution of the United States of America, and the 
amendments of said Constitution, were adopted, and all 


came a member of the Federal Union, be, and the same are 


subsisting between Louisiana and other States, under the 
name of the ** United States of America,” is hereby dis- 
solved. 

We do further deelare and ordain, that the State of Lou- 
isiana hereby resumes all rights and powers heretofore del- 
gated to the Government of the United States of Ainerica ; 
that her citizens are absolved froin all allegianee to said 
Government; and that she is in full possession and exer- 
cise ofall those rights of sovereignty which appertain toa 
free and independent State. 

We do further declare and ordain, that all rights acquired 


| and vested under the Conetitation of the United States, or 


any act of Congress, or treaty, or under any law of this 
State and not incompatible with this ordinance, shall re- 
main in force and have the same effect as if this ordinance 
had not been passed. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the above ordi- 


nance is a true copy of the original ordinance adopted this | 


day by the convention of the State of Louisiana. 


Given under my hand and the great seal of Louisiana, at 
Baton Rouge this 25th day of the mouth of January, in the 


year of our Lord, 1861. 
A. MOUTON, 


{u. 8.] 
President of the Convention. 
J. Tuomas Wueat, Secretary of the Convention. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. President, the document 
which the Secretary has just read, and which 
places on the files of the Senate official informa- 
tion that Louisiana has ceased to be a component 
part of these once United States, terminates the 
connection of my colleague and myself with this 


| body. The occasion, however, justifies, if it does | 


not call for, some parting words to those whom 
we leave behind, some forever, others we trust to 


meet again and to participate with them in the | 
noble task of constructing and defending a new | 
confederacy; which, if it may want at first the | 
_ grand proportions and vast resources of the old, | 


will still possess the essential elements of great- 


ness, a people bold, hardy, homogeneous in in- | 


terests and sentiments, a fertile soil, an extensive 
territory, the capacity and the will to govern them- 
selves through the forms and in the spirit of the 
Constitution under which they have been born 
and educated. Besides all these, they have an 
advantage which no other people seeking to change 


no intervening period of anarchy; they have in 
their several State governments, already shaped 


ervation of order, the administration’ of justice, 
and the protection of their soil and their property 





ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR. 


Mr. FOSTER. I ask that the resolution I 
offered the other day in regard to the admission 
of Governors and ex-Governors to the floor of | 


} 


| 
| 


from foreign or domestic violence. They can con- 
sult with calmness and act with deliberation on 
every subject, either of immediate interest or 
| future policy. 


L GLOBE. 


the Government under which they had before | 
lived have ever enjoyed ; they have to pass through | 


to their hands, everything necessary for the pres- | 








February 4, 


But, if we do not greatly mistake the prevailing 
sentiment of the southern mind, no attempt will 


| be made to improve the Constitution; we shal] 
| take it such as it is; such as has been found suf- 


ficient for our security and happiness, so lone as 
its true intent and spirit lived in the hearts of a 
majority of the people of the free States, and con- 
trolled the action not only of the Federal but of 
the State Legislatures. We will adoptall laws not 
locally inapplicable or incompatible with our new 
relations; we will recognize the obligations of 
_ all existing treaties—those respecting the African 
slave trade included. We shall be prepared to as- 


| sume our just proportion of the national debt; to 


| account for the cost of all the forts and other prop- 
_ erty of the United States, which we have been com- 
_ pelled to seize in self-defense, if it should appear 
_ thatourshare of such expenditure has been greater 
than in-other sections; and above all, we shall, as 


|| principles of international law as of politicag and 
|| geographical affinities and of mutual pecuniary in- 


terests, recognize the sightof the inhabitants of the 
| valley of the Mississippi and its tributaries to its 
free navigation; we will guaranty to them a free in- 
| terchange of ail agricultural productions without 
impost, tax duty, or toll of any kind; the free tran- 
| sit from foreign countries of every species of mer- 
| chandise, subject only to such regulations as may 
be absolutely necessary for the protection of any 
| revenue system we may establish, and for pur- 
| poses of police. 
| As for such States of the Union as may not 
choose to unite their destinies with ours, we shall 
| consider them, as we shall all other foreign na- 
tions, ‘* enemies in war, in peace friends.’’ We 
wish and we hope to part with them amicably; 
and, so far as depends on us, they shall have no 
provocation to pursue a hostile course; but in this 
regard we, from the necessities of the case, can 
only be passive; it will be for the people of the 
non-slaveholding States to decide this momentous 
question. This declaration, however, requires 
some qualification. Could the issue be fairly pre- 
sented to the people of those States, we should 
have little doubt of a peaceful separation, with 
| the possibility of a complete, and the probability 
_ of a partial, reconstruction on a basis satisfactory 
| to us and honorable to them; but, with the presy#@ 
| ent representations in either branch of Congress, 
| we see nothing to justify our indulging any sucli 
| expectation. We must be prepared to resist co- 
ercion, whether attempted by avowed enemies, or 
|| by a hand heretofore cupposed friendly, by open 
|| war, or under the more uisidious, and, therefore, 
more dangerous pretext of enforcing the laws, 
protecting public property, or collecting the rev- 
enue. e shall not cavil about words, or discuss 
| legal and technical distinctions; we shall consider 
| the one as equivalent to the other, and shall be 
repared toactaccordingly. Utroque arbitrio parati. 
Vou will find us ready to meet you with the out- 
| stretched hand of fellowship, or in the mailed pan- 
| oply of war, as you may will it; elect between 
these alternatives. 
We have no idea that you will even attempt to 
| invade our soil with your armies; but we acknow!- 
| edge your superiority on the sea, at present, in 
some degree accidental, but in the main, natural, 
and permanent, until we shall have acquired better 
ports for our marine. You may, if you will it, 
persist in considering us bound to you during 
your good pleasure; you may deny the sacred and 
indefeasible right, we will not say of secession, 
but of revolution—ay, of rebellion, if you choose 
so to call our action—the right of every people to 
establish for itself that form of government which 
it may, even in its folly, if such you deem it, con- 
sider best calculated to secure its safety and pro- 
mote its welfare. You may ignore the principles 
| of our immortal Declaration of Independence; yo" 
| may attempt to reduce us to subjection, or you 
may, under color of enforcing your laws or co! 
lecting your revenue, blockade our ports. ‘This 
will be war, and we shall meet it, with diflere( 
| but equally efficient weapons. We will not per 
|| mit the consumption or introduction of any o! 
your manufactures; every sea will swarm with our 
volunteer militia of the ocean, with the striped 
bunting floating over their heads, for we do bo! 
mean to give up that flag without a bloody strus- 
gle,.it is ours as muchas yours; andalthough !0' 
| a time more stars may shine on your banner, 0! 
children, if not we, will rally under a constella- 
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tion more numerous and more resplendent than 


yours. You may smile at this as an impotent | 


oast, at least for the present, if not for the future; 


but if we need ships and men for privateering, we | 


shall be amply supplied from the same sources as 


now almost exclusively furnish the means for car- | 
rying on, with such unexampled vigor, the Afri- | 


ean slave trade—New York and New England. 
Your mereantile marine must either sail under 
foreign flags or rot at your wharves. 


jut, pretermitting these remedies, we will pass | 


to another equally efficacious. Every civilized 


nation now is governed in its foreign relations by | 


. . « 3 
the rule of recognizing Governments ‘* de facto.”’ 


MINGS OF C 
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| of ouraction. It is this: we all consider the elec- | 
| tionof Mr. Lincoln, with his well-known antece- | 


dents and avowed principles and purposes, by a | 
decided majority over all other candidates com- 
bined in every non-slaveholding State on this side 
of the Pacific slope, noble, gallant New Jersey 
alone excepted, as conclusive evidence of the de- | 
termined hostility of the northern masses to our | 


| institutions. We believe that he conscientiously 


entertains the opinions which he has so often and | 
so explicitly declared; and that, having been | 
elected on the issues thus presented, he will hon- 
estly endeavor to carry them into execution. 
While now we have no fears of servile insur- 
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the States that were original parties to the Con- 
stuitution—even granting their right to resume, for 
sufficient cause, those restricted powers which 


| they delegated to the General Government in trust 
| for cheir own use and benefit—still Louisiana ean 


have no such right, because she was acquired by 


| purchase. Gentlemen have not hesitate¢ to spea 


of the sovereign States formed out of the territor 

ceded by France as property bought with the 
money of the United States, belonging to them as 
purchasers; and, although they have not carried 
their doctrine to its legitimate results, I must con- 


_ clude that they also mean to assert, ov the same 


principle, the right of selling for a price that which 











You alone invoke the doctrine of the *‘ de jure,”’ rection, even of a partial character, we know that | for a price was bought. 
. or divine right of lording it over an unwilling peo- || his inauguration as President of the United States, ||| shall not pause to comment on this repulsive 
ple strong enough to maintain their power within | with our assent, would have been considered by || dogmaofa party which asserts the right of prop- 
$ their own limits. How long, think you, will the |} many of our slaves as the day of their emancei- || erty in free-born white men, in order to reach its 
. creat naval Powers of Europe permit you toim- || pation; and that the 4th of March would have || cherished object of destroying the right of prop- 
t pede their free intercourse with their best cus- || witnessed, in various quarters, outbreaks, which, || erty in slave-born black men—still less shall I 
c tomers for their various fabrics, and to stop thesup- || although they would have been promptly sup- | detain the Senate in pointing out how shadowy 
- plies of the great staple which is the mostimportant || pressed, would have carried ruin and devastation || the distinction between the condition of the ser- 
y basis of their manufacturing industry, by a mere || to many a southern home, and have cost the lives || vile African and that to which the white freemen 
y paper blockade? You were, with all the wealth || of hundreds of the misguided victims of northern || of my State would be reduced, if it indeed be true 
- and resources of this once great Confederacy, but |} negrophilism. that they are bound to this Government by ties 
a fourth or fifth rate naval Power, with capacities, Senators, six States have now severed the links | that cannot be legitimately dissevered, without 
ot it is true, for large, and in a just quarrel, almost || that bound them toa Union to which we were all || the consent of that very majority which wields its 
Il indefinite, expansion. What will you be when |} attached, as well by many ties of material well- || powers for their oppression. | simply deny the 
a- not merely emasculated by the withdrawal of fif- || being, as by the inheritance of common glories in | fact on which the argument is founded. I deny 
le teen States, but warred upon by them with active || the past, and the well-founded hopes of still more || that the province of Louisiana, or the people of 
y3 and inveterate hostility ? brilliant destinies in the future! Twelve seats | Louisiana, were everconveyed to the United States 
10 But enough, perhaps somewhat too much of || are now vacant on this floor. The work is only || for a price as property that could be bought or 
Us this. We desire not to speak to you in terms of || yet but begun. Jt requiresno spirit of prophecy || sold at will. Without entering into the details of 
an bravado ormenace. Let ustreateach otheras men, || to pointto many, many chairs around us that will || the negotiation, the archives of our State depart- 
he who, determined to break off unpleasant, incom- || soon, like ours, be unfilled; and if the weird sis- | ment show the fact to be, that although the do- 
us patible, and unprofitable relations, cease to bandy || ters of the great dramatic poet could here be con- || main, the public lands, and other property of 
res words, and mutually leave each other to determ- || jured up, they would present to the affrighted || France in the ceded province, were conveyed by 
re- ine whether their differences shall be decided by || vision of those on the other side of the Chamber, || absolute title to the United States, the sovereignty 
ld blows or by the code which some of us still rec- || who have so largely contributed to ‘* the deep || was not conveyed otherwise than in trust. 
ith ognize as that of honor. We shall do with you || damnation of this taking off,’’ a “ glass to show A hundred fold, sir, has the Government of the 
ity as the French guards did with the English at the || them many more.’? They who have so foully |! United States been reimbursed by the sales of 
ry battle of Fontenoy. In a preliminary skirmish, || murdered the Constitution and the Union will find, public property, of public lands, for the price of 
es the French and English guards met face to face; || when too late, like the Scottish Thane, that, *‘for || the acquisition; but not with the fidelity of the 
88, the English guards courteously saluted their ad- || Banquo’s issue they have filed their minds;’’‘‘they || honest trustee has it discharged the obligations as 
uch versaries by taking off their hats; the French re- |} have but placed upon their headsa fruitless crown, || regards the sovereignty. 
co- turned the salute with equal courtesy. Lord Hay, || and put a barren scepter in their gripe, no son of 1 have said that the iil atl lle to act 
Or of the English guards, cried out, in a loud voice: || theirs succeeding.”’ as trustee or guardian of the people of the ceded 
pen ‘* Gentlemen of the French guards, fire.’’ Count In taking leave of the Senate, while we shall || province, and covenanted to transfer to them the 
ore, D’Auteroche replied in the same tone: ‘* Gentle- || carry with us many agreeable recollections of || sovereignty thus held in trust for their use and 
WS, men, we never fire first.”” The English took them |} intercourse, social and official, with gentlemen || benefit, as soon as they were capable of exercis- 
rev- at their word, and did fire first. Being at close || who have differed with us on this, the great ques- ing it. What is the express Cconens of the 
CUSS quarters, the effect was very destructive, and the || tion of the age, we would that we could, in fitting || treaty? 
sider French were, for a time, thrown into some dis- | language, express the mingled feelings of admir- | “The inhabitants of the ceded Territory shall he incor- 
Il be order; but the fortunes of the day were soon re- || ation and regret with which we look back to our || porated in the Union of the United States, and admitted as 
pratt. stored by the skill and courage of Marshal Saxe, associations on this floor with many of our north- || 820” @s possible, according to the principles of the Federal 
oul- and the English, under the Duke of Cumberland, || ern colleagues. They have, one after the other, and denseandanaedteenentdniteaen tan sete se. 
pan- suffered one of the most disastrous defeats which || fallen in their heroic struggle against a blind fanat- || mean time they shall be anand ann : lected ane 
. ered € S fal / gE £ it~ | J protected in the 
veel their military annals record. Gentlemen, we will || icism, until now but few—alas! how few—remain || enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the religion which 
not fire first. to fight the battle of the Constitution. Several || they profess.” 
pt to We have often seen it charged that the present || even of these will terminate their official career in And, sir, as if to mark the true nature of the 
owl- movement of the southern States is merely the || one short month, and will give place to men hold- || cession in a manner too significant to admit of 
it, in consummation of a fixed purpose, long enter- || ing opinions diametrically opposite, which have || misconstruction, the treaty stipulates no price; 
ural , tained by a few intriguers for the selfish object of || recommended them to the suffrages of their States. || and the sole consideration for the conveyance, as 
— personal aggrandizement. There never was a || Had we remained here, the same fate would have || stated on its face, is the desire to afford a stron 
ill at, greater error—if we were not about to part, we || awaited, at the next election, the four or five last || proof of the friendship of France for the United 
uring should say a grosser or more atrocious calumny. || survivors of that gallant band; but now we shall | States. By the terms of a separate convention 
d and Do not deceive yourselves; this is not the work carry with us at least this one consoling reflec- || stipulating the payment of a sum of money, the 
= of political managers, but of the people. Asa || tion, our departure realizing all thei: predictions 1} precaution is again observed of stating that the 
poost general rule, the instincts of the masses, and the || of ill to the Republic, opens a new era of triumph |! paymentis to be made, not as a consideration or a 
ple - sagacity of those who, in private life, had larger || for the Democratic party of the North, and will, || price ora condition precedent of the cession, but it 
N hic . Opportunities for observation and reflection, had || we firmly believe, reéstablish its lost ascendency |) 1s carefully distinguished as being a consequence 
pol ened them of the necessity of separation long || in most of the non-slaveholding States. | of the cession. It was by words thus studiously 
Soles vefore their accustomed party leaders were pre- | Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, if we were || chosen, sir, that James Monroe and Thomas Jef- 
lees pared toavowit. WeappealtoeverysouthernSen- || engaged in the performance of our accustomed || ferson marked their understanding of a contract 
Bs a ‘tor yet remaining here, whether such be not the || legislative duties, | might well rest content with || now misconstrued as being a bargain and sale of 
: yt. — in his own State. Of its truth, we can give || the simple statement of my concurrence in the || sovereignty over freemen. With what indignant 
This = stronger illustration than the vote in the Lou- | remarks just made by my colleague. Deeply im- |) scorn would those staunch advocates of the in- 
ferent bem ConveRtton- Of one hundred and thirty mem- | pressed, however, with the solemnity of the ocea- || herent right of self-government have repudiated 
yt per ener delegate being in his seat, ope hun- | sion, 1 cannot remain insensible to the duty of || the slavish doctrine now deduced from their 
any of a or thirteen voted for immediate secession; || recording, amongst the authentic reports of your | action! alied 
‘sh our ay the seventeen who voted against it, there |) proceedings, the expression of my conviction that | How were the obligations of this treaty fulfilled? 
Syined oe more than four or five who did not ad- | the State of Louisiana has judged and acted well |, That Louisiana at that date contained slaves held 
do not a a necessity of ape and only differed || and wisely in this crisis of her destiny. | as property by her people through the whole 
strug- © the time and mode of its accomplishment. 


Sir, it has been urged, on more than one occa- || length of the Mississippi valley—that those peo- 


wh for Nor is the mere election, by the forms of the || sion, in the discussions here and elsewhere, that || ple had an unrestricted right of settlement with 
oat onsttution, of a President distasteful to us, the || Louisiana stands on an exceptional footing. It || their slaves under legal protection throughout the 
Faia Cause, as it is so often and so confidently asserted, || has been said that whatever may be the rights of || entire ceded province—no man has ever yet had 
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the hardihood to deny. Here is a treaty promise | 


to protect hat property, that slave property, in that 
Territory, before it should become a State. That 
this promise was openly violated, in the adjust- 
ment forced upon the South at the time of the ad- 
mission of Missouri, is matter of recorded history. 
‘The perspicuous and unanswerable exposition of 
Mr, Justice Catron. in the opimion delivered by him 
in the Dred Scott case, will remain through all 
time as an ample vindication of this assertion. 
If, then, sir, the people of Louisiana had a right, 
which Congress could not deny, of the admission 
into the Union with all the rights of all the citi- 
zens of the United States, it is in vain that the 
partisans of the right of the majority to govern 
the minority with despotic control, attempt to es- 


tablish a distinction, to her pre between her | 


rights and those of any other State. The only 
distinction which really exists is this: that she can 
point to a breach of treaty stipulations ¢xpressly 


guarantying her rights, as a wrong superadded to | 


those which have unpelled a number of her sister 
States to the assertion of their independence, 
The rights of Louisiana as a sovereign State, 


are those of Virginia; no more, no less. Let those 


who deny her right to resume delegated powers, 
successfully refute the claim of Virginia to the 
same right, in spite of her express reservation 
made and notified to her sister States when she 
consented to enter the Union. And, sir, permit 
me to say that, of all the causes which justify the 
action of the southern States, I know none of 
greater gravity and more alarming magnitude than 
that now developed of the denial of the right of 
secession, 
which perverts a restricted agency, constituted by 
sovercign States for common purpeses, into the 
unlimited despotism of the majority, and denies 
all legitimate escape from such despotism, when 
powers not delegated are usurped, converts the 
whole constitutional fabric into the secure abode 
of lawless tyranny, and degrades sovereign States 
into provincial dependencies. 

It is said that the right of secession, if conceded, 
makes of our Government a mere rope of sand; 
that to assert its existence imputes to the framers 
of the Constitution the folly of planting the seeds 
of death in that which was designed for perpetual 
existence. If this imputation were true, sir, it 
would merely prove that their offspring was not 


exempt from that mortality which is the common | 


lot of all that is not created by higher than hu- 
man power. Butitis not so, sir. 
swer theory. 
right has been known by many of the States to 
be, at all times, within their power. Yet, up to 
the present period, when its exercise has become 
indispensable to a people menaced with absolute 
extermination, there have been but two instances 
in which it has been even threatened seriously: 
the first, when Massachusetts led the New Eng- 
land States in an attempt to escape from the dan- 
gers of our last war with Great Britain; the sec- 
ond, when the same State proposed to secede on 
account of the admission of Texas asa new State 
into the Union. 

Sir, in the language of our declaration of seces- 
sion from Great Britain it is stated, as an estab- 
lished truth, that * all experience has shown that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils 
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abol- 
ishing the forms to which they have been accus- 
tomed.”’ And nothing can be more obvious to 
the calm and candid observer of passing events 
than that the disruption of the Confederacy has 
been due, in great measure, not to the existence, 
but to the denial of this right. Few candid men 
would refuse to admit that the Republicans of the 
North would have been checked in their mad ca- 
reer, had they been convinced of the existence of 


this right, and the intention to assert it. The very || 


knowledge of its existence, by preventing occur- 
rences which alone could prompt its exercise, 
would have rendered ita most efficient instrument 
in the preservationof the Union. But, sir, if the 
fact were otherwisce—if all the teachings of ex- 
perience were reversed—better, far better, a rope 
of sand, ay, the flimsiest gossamer that ever glis- 
tened in the morning dew, than chains of iron, 
and shackles of steel; better the wildest anarchy, 
with the hope, the chance, of one hour’s inspira- 
tion of the glorious breath of freedom, than ages 
of the hopeless bondage and oppression to which 
our enemies would reduce us. 


_THE CONGRESS! 


| deliberate, unimpassioned rebellion against jus- 


| authority. 


|, if we have a Government; if you have any au- 
thority to collect revenue; to wring tribute from 


and all the inspiring hopes of her progressive im- 
| provement vanish into empty air atthe reflections 
which crowd on the mind at hearing repeated, || 
with aggravated enormity, the sentiments against |! 


A pretension so monstrous as that | 


| 
Let facts an- 
For two thirds of a century this || 
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We are told that the laws must be enforced; | 


that the revenues must be collected; thatthe South 
is in rebellion without cause, and that her cjti- | 
zens are traitors. 

Rebellion! The very word is a confession; an 
avowal of tyranny, outrage, and aepeenats. It | 


| 


is taken from the despot’s code, and has no terror |) 


for other than slavish souls. When, sir, did mil- 
lions of people, asa single man, rise in organized, 


tice, truth, and honor? Well did a great English- 
man exclaim on a similar occasion : 
* You might as well tell me that they rebelled against the | 


light of heaven ; that they rejected the fruits of the earth. 


| 
Men do not war against their benefactors; they are not | 
mad enough to repel the instincts of self-preservation. I | 
pronounce fearlessly that no intelligent people ever rose, | 
or ever will rise, against a sincere, rational, and benevolent | 
No people were ever born blind. Infatuation | 
is nota law of human nature. When there is a revolt by | 
a free people, with the common consent of all classes of 
society, there must be a criminal against whom that revolt | 
is aimed.” 
Traitors! Treason! Ay, sir, the pe of the | 
South imitate and glory in just such treason as | 
glowed in the soul of Hampden; just such treason | 
as leaped in living flame from the impassioned lips 
of Henry; just such treason as encircles with a 
sacred halo the undying name of Washington! 
You will enforce the laws. You want to know 


an unwilling people? Sir, humanity desponds, 


|| which a Chatham launched his indignant thun- 
|| ders nearly a century ago. The very words of 


| Lord North and his royal master are repeated 


here in debate, not as quetations, butas the spon- | 


| taneous outpourings of a spirit the counterpart of 
theirs. 


|| In Lord North’s specch, on the destruction of 


| the tea in Boston harbor, he said: 
| ** Weare no longer to dispute between legislation and 


|| taxation; we are now only to consider whether or not we have 
| any authority there. 


It is very clear we have none, if we 
suffer the property of our subjects to be destroyed. We 
} must punish, control, or yield to them.”? 

And thereupon he proposed to close the port of 
| Boston, just as the Representatives of Massachu- 
setts now propose to close the port of Charleston, 
in order to determine whether or not you have any 
authority there. It is thus that,in 1861, Boston is 
to pay her debt of gratitude to Charleston, which, 
in the days of her struggle, proclaimed the gener- 
| ous sentiment that ‘* the cause of Boston was the 
cause of Charleston.’? Who, after this, will say 
that Republicsare ungrateful? Well, sir, the states- 
men of Great Britain answered to Lord North’s 





| appeal, ** yield.”? The courtiers and the politi- | 
PP y P 


| clans said, ** punish,’’ ** control.’? The result is 
| known. History gives you the lesson. Profit 
| by its teachings. 
So, sir, in the address sent under the royal 
sign-manual to Parliament, it was invoked to 
take measures “for better securing the execution 
| of the laws,’’ and acquiesced in the suggestion. 

Just as now, a senile Executive, under the sinis- 
| ter influence of insane counsels, is proposing, with 
| your assent, ‘* to secure the better execution of the 
as? by blockading ports and turning upon the 
| people of the States the artillery which they pro- 

vided at their own expense for their own defense, 
and intrusted to you and to him for that and for 
no other purpose. Nay, even in States that are 
now exercising the undoubted and most precious 
rights of a free people; where there is no seces- 
sion; where the citizens are assembling to hold 
peaceful elections for considering what course of 
action is demanded in this dread crisis by a due 
regard for their own safety and their own Saale 
ay,even in Virginia herself, the people are to cast 
their suffrages beneath the undisguised menaces 
of a frowning fortress. Cannon are brought to 
bear on their homes, and parricidal hands are 
preparing weapons for rending the bosom of the 
mother of Washington. 

Sir, when Great Britain proposed to exact trib- 
ute from your fathers against their will, Lord 
| Chatham said: 

*« Whatever is a man’s own is absolutely his own; no 
| man has aright to take it from him without his consent. 
Whoever attempts to do it, attempts an injury. Whoever 

does it, commits a robbery. You have no right to tax Amer- 
| ica. LT rejoice that America has resisted.” - ” ” 





| 


| 














February 4, 





* ** Let the sovereign authority of this country oy 





er the 


colonies be asserted in as strong terms as cay be devised 
| and be made to extend to every point of legislation What. 

ever, so that we may bind their trade, confine the ' 
|| factures, and exercise every power, except that of 


ir manu- 


; ; . taking 
money out of their own pockets without their consent.” oe 


It was reserved for the latter half of the nine- 
teenth century,and for the Congress of a Republic 


| of freemen, to witness the willing abnegation of 


What .- 


all power, save that of exacting tribute, 
imperial Britain, with the haughtiest pretensions 
of unlimited power over dependent colonies, could 
not even attempt without the vehement protest of 
her greatest statesmen, is to be enforced in agera- 
vated form, if you can enforce it, against independ- 
ent States. 

Good God! sir, since when has the necessity 
arisen of recalling to American legislators the les- 
sons of freedom taught in lisping childhood by 
loving mothers; that pervade the atmosphere we 
have breathed from infancy; that so form part of 
our very being, that in their absence we would 
lose the consciousness of our own identity? 
Heaven be praised that all have not forgotten 
them; that when we shall have left these familiar 
Halls, and when force bills, blockades, armies, 
navies, and all the accustomed coercive appliances 
of despots shall be proposed and advocated, voices 


| shall be heard from this side of the Chamber that 


will make its very roof resound with the indignant 
clamor of outraged freedom. Methinks I still hear 
ringing in my ears the appeal of the eloquent Rep- 
resentative |Hon. Georce H. Penp.ieron, of 
Ohio] whose northern home looks down on Ken- 
tucky’s fertile borders: ** Armies, money, blood, 
cannot maintain this Union; justice, reason, peace, 
may.”’ 

And now to you, Mr. President, and to my 
brother Senators, on all sides of this Chamber, 
I bid a respectful farewell; with many of those 


| from whom I have been radically separated in po- 


litical sentiment, my personal relations have been 
kindly, and_ have inspired me with a respect and 
esteem that I shall not willingly forget; with those 
around me from the southern States, I partas men 
part from brothers on the eve of a temporary ab- 
sence, with a cordial pressure of the hand and a 
smiling assurance of the speedy renewal of swect 
intercourse around the family hearth. Butto you, 
noble and generous friends, who, born beneath 
other skies, possess hearts that beat in sympathy 
with ours; to you, who, solicited and assailed by 
motives the most powerful that could appeal to 
selfish natures, have nobly spurned them all; to 
you who, in our behalf, have bared your breasts 
to the fierce beatings of the storm, and made will- 
ing sacrifice of life’s most glittering prizes in your 
devotion to constitutional liberty; to you, who 
have made our cause your cause, and from mauy 
of whom I feel I part forever, what shall I, can I 
say? Nought, I know and feel, is needed for my- 
self; but this I will say for the people in whose 
name I speak to-day: whether prosperous or ad- 
verse fortunes await you, one priceless treasure is 


| yours—the assurance that an entire people honor 


your names, and hold them in graieful and af- 
fectionate memory. But with still sweeter and 
more touching return shal! your unselfish devo- 


tion be rewarded. Whceu, in after days, the story 


of the present shall be written; when history shall 


| have passed her stern sentence on the erring men 


who have driven their unoffending brethren from 
the shelter of their common home, your names 
will derive fresh luster from the contrast; and 
when your children shall hear repeated the famil- 
iar tale, it will be with glowing cheek and kin- 
dling eye, their very souls will stand a-tiptoe as 
their sires are named, and they will glory in their 
lineage from men of spirit as generous and of 
patriotism as high-hearted as ever illustrated or 
adorned the American Senate. 


MISSION OF PEACE FROM VIRGINIA. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 


for to-day is the message of the Presidewi of the 


United States, communicating the resolutions of 
Virginia? The Chair willstate, however, that the 
unfinished business of the last adjournment 's 
the bill to provide a temporary government lor 
the Territory of Jefferson. ny 
Mr. GREEN. I suggest that that territorial 
bill be passed over informally, in order that the 


'| Senator from North Carolina ap ecccee’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. e Chair hears 
no objection. The Chair will then take up the 


as 
da 
up 
Tl 
thre 
dir 
tio 
thi 
col 
del 
evi 
me 
I 
abl 
for 
cul 
ure 
it, 1 
toa 
sou 
sati 
unl 
of t 
any 
tho 
a Pp 
jorl 
tor 
cess 
thre 
eau 
‘I 
hon 
ARL 
it n 
tha 
pra 
sor 
Sou 
tha 
tha 
Stal 
felt 
pro 
ret 
nen 
whi 
But 
und 
to \ 
atol 
wet 
wer 
mah 
Stat 
if ul 
wou 
labo 
Ir 
tice 
him 
proy 
orga 
the | 
and 
tut 
if it 
Stat 
will 
chic 
unde 
justi 
some 
of £1 
Clare 
ment 
hene 
calles 
that | 
prese 
A city 
tar a 
the fi 
ate S| 
of he 
the h 
to an 
of the 
some 








1961. 


message of the President; and the Senator from 
North Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

; Mr. CLINGMAN, Mr. President, after the 
very interesting oceurrence which has just taken 
7 ice, it is dificult for me to address the Senate 
as | would wish to do. It is not my purpose, to- 
day, to attempt anything like an elaborate speech 
upon the questions that have been so much debated. 
The whole country so thoroughly understands 
them, thatthat is nowunnecessary. I shall rather 
direct my remarks to some of the practical ques- 
tions which are daily’presented, for the phase of 
things is constantly changing, and new issues are 
continually presented. The message of the Presi- 
dentiscommendable in its spirit and temper,what- 
ever gentlemen may think of its specific recom- 
mendations. 


THE 


| Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 


I have, myself, regularly voted with the honor- | 


able Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crirrenpven] 


for his proposition to compromise existing diffi- | 


culties; an 


I shall continue to vote for any meas- || 


ure that may improve the existing status, whether | 


it, inmy judgment, be all that the South is entitled 
toask or not, leaving to my constituents and other 
southern States the right to determine how far it 
satisfies them. But I have felt all the time, that 
unless some movement came from the other side 


of the Chamber, or was atleast taken up by them, || 


ny effort on our part would be futile. Even 
though every Democratic member should vote for 
‘ proposition, and that should chance to be a ma- 


jority, yet we could not here pass a proposition | 


for an amendment to the Constitution by the ne- || 


cossary two-thirlls vote, nor carry any proposition 
through the House of Representatives, much less 
cause its adoption by the free States. 

The whole country looked to the speech of the 
honorable Senator from New York, [Mr. Sew- 
anp,} made some two weeks since, in the hope that 
it might present a basis for adjustment. Though 
that speech was conciliatory in its tone, in its 
practical recommendations it failed to mect, lam 
sorry to say, the anticipations of the people of the 
South. Tunderstood him only to say, in substance, 


that slavery never should be interfered with in the 


States—a point about which no great anxiety is | 


feltat this time; next, that he was willing that that | 


provision of the Constitution which relates to the 


return of fugitive slaves should be made a perma- | 


nent and irrepealable one; (that is a provision 
which heretofore has been, in fact, very inefficient. ) 
But, upon the great question of the ‘Territories, | 
understood him to say that he would be disposed 
to vote for the proposition of the honorable Sen- 


ator from Minnesota, [Mr. Rice,] provided there | 


wete a repeal of the existing organic laws, if it 
were not that the proposition of that Senator, 
making arrangements for the future division of the 
States, was, in his judgment, unconstitutional; and 
if that division did not take place, the mischief 
would be greater than that under which we now 
labor. 

In other words—and I do not wish to do injus- 
tice to the Senator from New York—I understood 
lim to state three formidable objections to that 
proposition. First, requiring the repeal of the 


organic laws, by which, I presume, he meant that | 


the New Mexican slave code should be repealed; 
and even if this were done, there stood a consti- 





tutional objection which he cannot get over, and 
if it were modified so as to provide that these 
Siales are to be permanent, then he holds they 


Will be so vast that they will bring greater mis- | 


chief on the country than it is already laboring 
under. Upon other points, I do the Senator the 
Jusuce to say that he eulogized the Union hand- 
some ly, and showed that it might be productive 
of great mischief to dissolve it; and he also de- 


clared that, after this eccentric secession move- | 


ment had come to an end, one, two, or three years | 


hence, he would be disposed to sce a convention 
called to amend the Constitution. It struck me 
that the position of the honorable Senator on the 
present erisis was like that of a man who, when 
* city was on fire and the flames were spreading 


far and wide, instead of advising means to stop | 


the fire immediately, should enter into an elabor- || 


ate s 
of 
the 
t 


Speech upon the inexpediency and mischief 
javing a city burnt, and suggests that when 
heat and fury of the conflagration had come 
an end,it might be well to have an assemblage 


of the people and see if there could not be made || to ours, and you must accept an inferior position | 


Some provision to prevent similar evils. 


North Carolina, in endeavoring to state my posi- 
tions, has perhaps come as near to accuracy as 
ne standing in his position would be apt to under- 
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det & 


{| even if they menaced us with no practical wrong, 


stand them. If he will allow. me, I wish barely to | 
correct him in one or two points. I required the | 


repeal, not of the laws of New Mexico, but of all 


the organic laws of all the Territories of the Uni- | 


ted States that were to be created into States, ac- 
cording to the proposition of the Senator from 
Minnesota [Mr. Rice] to organize States. I then 


stated that I did not see how provision could con- | 


stitutionally be made at this time which would 
secure a proper subdivision of two such vast 
| States at proper times, and that it seemed to me 
the embarrassments that would result if this were 
not done would be as great as the advantages to 
be derived from adopting the measure. There is 
not much misunderstanding about that. 
When the honorable Senator says I suggested 
a national convention, he means to state the prop- 
osition fairly, but gives it the effect of a proposi- 
tion for a national convention one, two, or three 
years after these secession movements could have 
been arrested. Sol understood him. What I 
said was, when these erratic movements of seces- 
sion or dissolution shall have been arrested one 
year, two years, or three years hence; that is, 
| whenever arrested within one year, and suppos- 
| ing that the disunionist might require more than 
| one, I stated two, three, just so long—meaning 
just so long as the seceding States should require, 
before being ready to go into convention—as that, 
I could wait in order to have a proper consulta- 
tion whether any of the States lone such griev- 
ances as require relief by amendments of the Con- 
stitution. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. President, I am very 


happy to afford the honorable Senator from New 


I did not greatly misunderstand his position, 
though I may not have been felicitous in stating 
| it. My purpose was to call the attention of the 


a view of showing him that the remedy which he 
indicated would not reach the case. I greatly 
fear, sir, that the Senator from New York, and 
gentlemen on that side of the Chamber, if they 
are candid in stating their impressions—and I do 
not question their candor—altogether misunder- 
stand the nature of thismovement. Before speak- 
| ing directly to those points to which I wish to 
call the attention of Senators, if they will pardon 
me, I will endeavor to state, in as few, plain sen- 
tences as I can command, what I deem it to be that 
is now operating on the mind of the southern 
| States, and driving them into resistance. 

The honorable Senator from New York, in one 
of his speeches last fall in the Northwest, said 
that the Government of the United States had 
been, in 1820, diverted from its former course, 
and thrownintoa wrong direction; in other words, 
that, for forty years past, it was moving upon 
an improper track, and that its course was now 
to be essentially changed. Well, sir, during that 
| time our Government has been administered by 
Monroe and John Quincy Adams, by Jackson 
and Van Buren, by Harrison and Tyler, by Polk 
and Taylor, and by Fillmore, Pearce, and Buch- 
anan. During these forty years, therefore, ad- 
ministered in that way, the honorable Senator 
and those who act with him hold that the Gov- 
ernment has been wrong, and they now propose 
to reverse its action. Wrong in what respect? 
Why, in admitting, by the act of 1820, that the 
southern States were entitled to go with their 

roperty into a portion of the public territory. 

he whole purpose, as I understand it, and as 
the people of the South understand it, of this Re- 
publican movement, is to produce a new condi- 
tion of things. ‘They say, in effect, ‘* you of the 
South are not to have the influence or the privi- 
leges of the Governmentthat you heretofore had.”’ 
[t cannot be pretended that, during this period, 
we have had an undue power over the Adminis- 
tration; for the presidential office has been fairly 
divided between the sections; and, for the last 
twelve years, during which the sectional troubles 
have been aggravated, it has been entirely in the 

hands of northern men. I say that the whole 
| purport of the movement, as understood at the 


York an opportunity of making this explanation. | 


| honorable Senator to the present emergency, with | 
that he was willing, in the first place, to provide || 








in my judgment, such a policy would justify re- 
sistance; for | knowof no nation, no community, 
that ever consented to accept an inferior position 
without, in the end, being ruined. 

But the practical measures which these gentle- 
men propose are, in my judgment, in the highest 
degree dangerous. Look, Mr. President, ove: 
the southern country, andask yourself what would 
be the greatest injury that could be done to it? It 
would not be the establishment of a monarehy, or 


| a military despotism, because we know that mon 


| archies and military despotisms often afford a high 


degree of security and civil liberty to those sub- 
ject tothem. The greatest possible injury would 
to liberate the slaves, and leave them as free 
negroes in those communities. It is sometimes 
said that they are worth $4,000,000,000 in money. 
This, I suppose, is true; but that is only a portion 
of the pecuniary loss, if we were deprived of them. 
In the North, for example, if the horses and work- 
ing cattle were removed, in addition to their other 
property, such as vehicles and working utensils, 
the lands themselves would be rendered value- 
less to a great extent; and so, in fact, if you were 
to liberate the slaves of the South, so great would 
be the loss that financial ruin would be inevitable. 
And yet, sir, this is not the greatest evil. It is 


| that social destruction of our society by infusing 
| into it a large free negro population that is most 


| or, as they 


dreaded. Northern gentlemen may realize the 
evil, perhaps, by considering this case, which I 


| puttothem. Thenegroesof the South are, in most 


of the States, worth more than the lands. Sup- 
pose there was a proposition now to abolish land 
tides through the free States, that, if adopted, 
would produce immense mischief; but, in addition, 
suppose there were to be transferred to those States 
a free negro eigen equal to half their own, 

ave eighteen million people, turn 
loose among them a population an to nine mil- 
lion free blacks, and that accompanied with the 


| destruction of the land titles and abolition of the 


landed property: would not the people of these 
States at once rise in rebellion against such meas- 
ures? 

The British newspapers seem at a loss to ac- 
count for the excitement and revolution prevailing 
inthiscountry, Itis very natural that they should 
not understand it, because they draw their ideas 
altogether from opinions expressed in the North, 
which are unjust to our section, and partly, also, 
from the condition of things prevailing in Europe. 


| There, revolutions do not occur except from ex- 


treme physical suffering. The consequence was 


| that Great Britain, before our Revolution, could 


| notunderstand that our people would make a rev- 
| olution upon what Mr. Webster declared was a 


mere es mere assertion of the right of 
Great Britain to tax us; and they never did real- 


ize, until the war had actually begun, that we 
would fight merely to escape a contemptible tea- 
tax of three cents a pound. So, seeing that the 


| United States is one of the most prosperous coun- 
| tries upon the earth, they do not seem to realize 
| the idea that we should go to war upon a mere 


| monarch, 
| the throne, it might produce a revolution. 


South, is this: ‘* Your institutions are not equal || 


under the Government.’’ 


am free to say, sir, 


question of right, before actual suffering had be- 
gun. Now, Mr. President, our slave property 
exceeds the national debt of England in value. 
How long could a ministry stand that was for the 
abolition of that national debt? Remember, too, 
that the population of the British Isles is three 
times as great as ours; and it would have to be 
increased threefold to make the losses there pro- 
portionately as great as those the abolition of 
slavery would inflict upon us. 

3ut again, sir, this is only a partial statement 
of the case. 

In England they are very hostile to a Catholic 
If there were a Catholic monarch on 
But 
suppose England were united witha country like 
France, greater in population; and that that coun- 
try had the power to impose a Catholic monarch 
on England against the wish and feeling of the 
entire body of the people in the British Isles; and 
that it was known that that monarch favored the 
abolition of the national debt: does any man doubt 
that the British Isles would be in a blaze of revo- 
lution? And yet, siz, that is not as strong a case 
as that which is now presented to the Souih. 

I am told, however, by gentlemen, with a great 
deal of seeming plausibility, that this is a condi- 
tion of things that cannot be carried out; that, 
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though Mr. Lincoln may have said that the war 
must never cease until slavery is abolished, and 
that he hoped during his lifetime to see this result 





| 
| 


produced, yet, under the existing Constitution, | 


he will not be able to effect it; and we are told 


that we ought to wait, at least, for overt acts. | 


Now, sir, when an honorable Senator tells me, 


for example, that he stands upon the Georgia | 


platform, and that he is ready to resist its viola- 
tion, I give him eredit for the utmost sincerity; 
but I tell you, Mr. President, as a Kentuckian, 
as one who represents a conservative and a bor- 


der State, I do not believe, if we submitted now | 
to this election, that those overt acts would be re- | 


sisted. ‘Take, for example, the fugitive slave law. 


if it were repealed twelve months hence, it might | 
be said that this law violated grossly northern | 


sentiment; that it was very inefficient; that we 


did not recover more slaves under it than we did | 


under the old law; that we would be simply thrown 
back to where we were in 1850; and the border 
States, being those most interested, ought first to 
move, and no resistance would in fact be made. 
Again: suppose the Wilmot proviso, or the ex- 


clusion of slavery in the Territories, was adopted: | 


it would be said, this was what had been often 
done; it had been repeatedly passed, and even 


sanctioned by southern men, that slavery neyer | 
would go into the Territories. This question was | 


a mere abstraction, and the question would be 


asked, ** Will you dissolve this glorious Union | 


for a mere abstraction?’’? I do not think there 
would be resistance by the southern people after 
they had been demoralized by submission to 
Lincoln. 

Again: suppose slavery were abolished in this 
District: it would doubtless be done with com- 
pensation to the owners. The people of the North 
would not object, of course, to paying a small 
amount for that purpose, and those who are favor- 
able to a high tariff might be very willing to make 
that expenditure. Even now, sir, the leading 
Republican journals are discussing the propricty 


of buying all the slaves in Maryland, in your State, | 


sir, and in Missouri and Delaware, and thereby 
making them free. This proposition finds favor. 
If, therefore, slavery in this District were abol- 
ished in that way, it would be said, ** what right 
has South Carolina, or North Carolina, or any 


other State, to object?’’ While these things were | 


going on, you would see a division to some extent 
created in the South. 


men who are ready for change and ripe for revo- 
lution. 
tries in the world, the people have to be kept down 
by force. There is, perhaps, not a country in 
Europe where there would not be a revolution 
every ten years if it were not forthe arms and power 
ofthe Government. But whena Government un- 
dertakes to foment revolution, it is omnipotent; 
and I have no doubt that, with all the patronage 
and all the power which a Republican President 
could bring to his aid, with a free post office dis- 
tribution of abolition pamphlets, you would see a 
powerful division in portions of the South. In the 
mean time, the forts and arsenals could all be well 
occupied and strengthened, and all the public arms 
removed from the southern States. Last winter, 
before these et dee Mr. Floyd 
made an order directing the removal of arms from 
the northern to the southern States, though he 
removed less than half of them, he was vehemently 
denounced for it. You are too well read in his- 
tory not to remember that Carthage was destroyed 
because she permitted the Romans, under a prom- 
ise of good treatment, to remove all her public 
arms; and if the South, in that condition, with 
additional armaments in all the forts, with some 
division among our people, and threatened with 
negro insurrection, and deprived of all share in 
the public arms, were then to resist more serious 


aggressions, we should fight under great disad- | 


vantages, and, perhaps, if not subdued, have a 
long and a bloody struggle before us. 

I say, therefore, to the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky, in all sincerity, that, in my judgment, 
the issue which his State and mine have to determ- 
ine is, Whether there shall be a manly resistance 
now, or whether our States shall become free 
negro communities. Itis my deliberate judgment 
that, if this issue had met with no resistance, the 
latter alternative would have been the result. 
But, sir, six States have resisted, and are out of 


So powerful is this element in most coun- | 





There are, in all communi- || 
tics, discontented elements; there are everywhere | 
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the Union, and the seventh, Texas, has probably |, 


fone out during the past week. There are causes 
in Operation which will inevitably, too, if they 
are not arrested, drive out other slave States. In 


North Carolina, in Kentucky, and in Virginia, | 
for example, a large number of the people now | 


are waiting to see if there can be any proper ad- 


justment. If it fails—if some such scheme, as the | 


honorable Senator from Kentucky has offered, is | 


not adopted, a large and powerful body of con- | 
servative men will at once go to the side of the | 


secessionists. Even if that does not carry out 
those States, there is one other contingency, urgent 
and pressing, which will do it. Your State, sir, 
has determined, by an almost unanimous vote of 
her Legislature—and so has Virginia—that any 
attempt to coerce the seceding States should be 
resisted by force. True, gentlemen say they are 
not for coercion, but they are for enforcing the 
laws and collecting the revenue. I will not enter 
into an argument to prove to any Senator that this 
is coercion. If I were met on the highway bya 
man, with a pistol in hand, and he should say that 
he had no right to rob me, but that he meant to 
take my money, and would use force to accom- 
plish his purpose, I should not enter into an argu- 
ment with that man to convince him that this was 


robbery. So, when honorable Senators tell me | 
that they are for enforcing the laws, I will not | 
| argue that this is coercion. All that Great Britain || 


ever demanded in the Revolution was, that the 


colonies should obey the acts of Parliament, and 


_ pay such taxes as she imposed; and there was no || 


| Washington and his compatriots had agreed to | 


day, during that long struggle, when, if George 


pay the taxes and obey the acts of Parliament, 
that the British armies would not have been with- 


| drawn. 


This is the only sort of coercion that is ever 
used among civilized nations. Great Britain, 
France, Russia, or any other civilized country 
does not send out armies to shoot down peaceable, 
obedient men. All they require is, that the laws 
should be obeyed and the taxes paid. This idea 


| of sending out armies to kill people who are obe- 


dient prevails only among savages. It is done 


in Africa, where one negro community turns out 


and destroys another. It was the mode of en- 


| foreement used among the aborigines of this coun- 


try, when one Indian tribe went out and destroyed 
another. Therefore, when honorable Senators 
tell me that they are not for coercion, but they 
are for enforcing the laws, 1 understand them as 
simply saying that they are civilized men, and 


| mean to resort to that process which prevails in 


civilized nations, and not among savages. 
They suppose, Mr. President, that they will be 


able*to have a little war; and I have been aston- 








ished, in conversing even with Senators, to say 
nothing of the newspapers, to find that the idea 
prevailed that you could have a small war, con- 
fined to the blockading of a few ports, and that it 
would stop there. At an early day of ‘this ses- 
sion, my attention was called to a plan, coming 
from a distinguished source, in which the opinion 
was maintained that there were not at that time, 
in several of the planting States, provisions enough 
to support the people for two months; and thatcer- 
tainly, with all they could get, by June they would 
be starved outand brought to terms of submission 
by a simple blockading of their ports. I wasas- 
tonished that such an idea should have been enter- 
tained in the quarter from which it came. ‘Why, 
sir, everybody familiar with the South knows that 
those States have ample means of living until the 
next crop is produced. ; 

If you could enforce a strict blockade, there is 
no country on the earth that it would injure so 
little as the South. All that is made in the Uni- 
ted States can be produced there in the greatest 
abundance, as far as agriculture is concerned, and 
we might manufacture everything on earth that 
is needed; and, if the whole cotton crop were de- 
tained at home, it would not, in a material degree, 
affect our ultimate prosperity. I say that, if the 
$200,000,000 worth of cotton which is annually 
sent from the slave States, were kept there, or 
never produced, we might still be one of the most 

rosperous countries on earth; but how would it 
with Europe and the North? Can they do 
without cotton ? 

It was said, boastingly, at an early stage of the 
session, that king cotton was dethroned. There 
never was a time when that monareh seemed to 
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be, in fact, so powerful. When this panic began 
and all other kinds of a fell, cotton rose 
rapidly. The monarch had but to waive his seen. 
ter and the bankers of the east opened their cof. 
fers and sent a stream of gold across the Atlantic 
in ships such as old Neptune never saw when hy 
tridentruled the Mediterranean. Neptune’s power 
was limited to the sea. Alexander claimed to 
have conquered the world; but hisdominions wero 
confined to Asia and the territories on the shores 
of the Bosphorus. Julius Cesar, a still mightier 
monarch, ruled only on the eastern continent. 


King cotton governs two hemispheres, and dom- 


inates on land and sea, and the kings of the East 
and the merchant princes of the West obey his 
Most fortunate was it for New York 
and the North that his power was unbroken; for 
when the panic was progressing everywhere, and 
the banks were failing, and traders were being 


ruined, and New York itself was staggering and 
likely to go down with the mercantile interest of 


that section, producing wide-spread misery, jt 


_was this stream of gold which came from Europe 


that upheld the New York banks, anid enabled 
them to sustain the merchants, and prevented 
scene of ruin such as we have not hitherto seen, 


| Suppose New York had lost that gold; suppose 


the cotton which her ships were engaged in car- 
rying had gone out in foreign vessels directly to 
Lurope—above all, sir, suppose it were kept at 
home, and that neither the North nor England 
could obtain it: you would see such a commercial 
revulsion, such a panic, such a pressure, as has 
not been known in acentury. Things would in- 
deed look as if chaos had returned to assert his 
ancient dominion over the world. I find a short 
| extract in one of the British papers, the London 

| Chronicle of January 18, which comes to me in 

the mail this morning, that illustrates the view 

that they are now taking in England of this 

danger: 

“The question is, in fact, little short of life and death. 
Ruin to merchants and mill-owners, and starvation to the 
rest of the population, hang immediately in the balance, 
One year’s tailure of the American crop, or posiponement 
of the American supply, would produce calamities worse 
than any war or famine within modern experience.” 

That is the statement of a British organ, not at 
all friendly to us and our institutions. The south- 
ern coast is too extensive to be actually block- 
aded by the greatest naval Power on earth; and 
do you think Great Britain and France would re- 
gard a mere paper blockade? You know they 
would not; they could not afford to do it; and it 
would never be effective if attempted. Again, sir, 
as was said by the Senator from Louisiana [{Mr. 
SLIwELL] this morning, the whole ocean would 
swarm with privateers, and the northern ship- 
owners would find themselves deprived of our 
freights, and also liable to capture on the high seas. 
But, I ask, does anybody suppose that the war 
would stop there? Does anybody suppose for one 
moment that the people of the South would sit 
down quietly and be cooped up in that way? No, 
sir. They would march until they found an en- 

emy on land; and with two thousand miles of 

frontier, stretching from the Atlantic to the ex- 
treme West, does anybody really suppose they 
would not find vulnerable points? [ ask gentlemen 
what is to prevent an attack upon this capital? 
This city could be destroyed by an army that did 
not cross the Potomac. shell could be thrown 
from Virginia into this very Senate Chamber. | 
do not say this by way of menace; but to let gen- 
tlemen sec that there is no difficulty in finding 
points of collision; and lest I should be supposed 
to insinuate that there is on foot a plan to attack 
this capital, | wish to disclaim emphatically all 
purpose of any design to interfere with it as far 
as | know or believe. ‘This capital is not of the 
smallest consequence in a military point of view. 
It was said bya great commander that, as to for- 
tified places and cities, he would leave them to 
the end of the war; for they were the prizes which 
fall to the conqueror. This is eminently true of 
this District. It is obliged to follow the fate ot 
the territory around it. ‘Though the whole South 
were anxious that a northern government should 
be kept here, if Maryland and Virginia, or Vir- 
ginia alone should leave the Union, we all know 
that the North would not find it to be to Is In- 
terest to keep a capital either surrounded by for- 
reign territory or on its border. I should regret 

deeply any struggle for a place like this, which 's 

| of no value in a military point of view, and which 
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would impel the country into civil war; but I am 


it isas likely to come up here as to any other point 
that know of Itcannot be confined to Charles- 
ton harbor; it cannot beconfined to Pensacola; but 
when it begins there, it will find its way perhaps 
to this very city. 

Gentlemen will see that, with these two thou- 
sand miles of frontier, it is practicable to have 
war, and it would certainly occur, a regular old- 


think it necessary to enlarge upon it. 

But itis sometimes said that, if a war begins, 
the North, being the more powerful of the two 
sections, will certainly be able to overrun the 


South. Mr. President, there are a million anda | 


half of men in the slaveholding States capable of || came to be taken, something by way of explana- | 


bearing arms; and it is generally supposed that 
a country can maintain permanently in the field 
one sixth of its able-bodied men. ‘That calcula- 
tion would afford two hundred and fifty thousand 
men for a fighting force. You must recollect, 
however, that among our four million slaves there 
are at least two million laborers. This cireum- 
stance would largely increase the force we could 
keep in the field. I have no doubt thata million 
of men at home, with all the slaves, would carry 
on our industrial occupations, while we might 
have at least four or five hundred thousand men 
capable of being kept in the field. Such a force 


would certainly requirean immense sum ofmoney | 


to maintain it; but a community struggling for 
existence will not count the cost of armaments. 
How will it be in the North? You ought to 
havea larger force than this to enable you to carry 
on war abroad. Suppose itis no larger: how are 
you to keep in the field a body of four hundred 
thousand or five hundred thousand men? Atthe 
outset, | grant that your bankers might come for- 
ward, andenable you to begin the war on credit; 
but all wars of any length cannot be maintained 
in that way. The exports of the free States are 
generally less than one hundred millions; and 


your imports can be no greater, without draining | 
you of specie. Any tariff you can impose will || 


give no more money than you will want to sup- 


port your Government in time of peace. [ put this | 


matter to gentlemen seriously, because it is well 
enough to look at these things now; for ina few 
weeks we may have them upon us as actual real- 
ities. Lask Senators to exercise no greater fore- 
sight thanany farmer manifests when, inthe spring 
of the year, he provides for the coming autumn 
and winter. These issues may be upon us ina 
fet weeks. 

Now, do you believe that you can get your peo- 
ple to consent to support an enormous system of 
taxation for the mere purpose of subjugating us? 
rom the very nature of your population, your 
industrial occupations mustsuffer more than ours. 


A large portion of your people are engaged in | 


commerce, and others in manufactures; and they 
d pend partly upon _us for freights, and partly, 
also, for markets. Deprived of these, you must 


There is, besides, a still greater difficulty to be 
encountered before you. A large portion of your 
people believe that you are wrong in this move- 
ment, 


When, Mr. President, the war broke out in 


America, Lord Chatham said, on the floor of the | 


British Parliament: 


rejoice that America has resisted; three million peo- | 
ple so dead te all sense of shame as to consent to become || 


slaves would soon become the instruments of making 
slaves of us all.” 


_ You will find hundreds and thousands of men || 
rising up in the North and holding this language | 
and refusing a cordial supportto your war meas- | 


ures. After, perhaps, a long, expensive, and 
bloody war, a peace would be made, leaving the 
‘wo sections widely separated in feeling. When 
the peace of 1783 was made with Great Britain, 
the se States would have united with any civilized 

ower upon earth sooner than with her; and you 


may make, by such an attempt, a permanent sep- || 


aration and lasting enmity. 


I say, then, Mr. President, that one of three 
Contingencies is inevitably before you: either a | 


Settlement of these difficulties such as wi!l be sat- 


'slactory and arrest the movement; or a recogni- | 


tion of a peaceable separation; or thirdly, war. 


TH 


| which prevented it, by giving assurances that the 
| orders had been countermanded. Not long after- || 
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|| No human ingenuity can find any other result, | 
free to say, thatif a war beginsdown in the South, | 


The best course, undoubtedly, would be to adjust | 
things now, if possible, on a satisfactory aud per- 
manent basis. The next best is a peaceable rec- 
ognition of the independence of the seceding States; 


|| and the worst of all, but inevitable if neither of 
|| the others be taken, is war. I tell gentlemen, if 
they sit still war will make itself; it will come of | 


its own accord. Look now at the condition of 


| forts in the South. They were originally built, | 
fashioned war, if the present line of policy be con- || 
tinued. There can be no doubt about it. [tis so | 
clear to any gentleman who reflects, that I do not | 


mainly to protect those States in which they are 
situated, as a portion of the Union, but there were 
some additional reasons for their erection. When 


| States secede, the Government is entitled to be 


paid for its property, undoubtedly; but the States 
have a moral and a political right to occupy, and 
they will hold those fortifications in the end. I | 


| may say, in relation to the manner in which they 


tion. On the last day of December, there were 
orders issued from the War Department, for the 
vurpose of sending troops South. It is true, that 
ate in the evening, perhaps as late as eleven 
o’clock, these orders were countermanded; but 


|| inthe mean time, telegraphic dispatches were sent 
{to the South, and a number of forts were taken. 
| In my own State, on the day following, the Ist 
| of January, we were advised there was a similar 


movement on foot, and a dispatch went down 


wards, however, the sending down of the Star of 


| the West occurred, other reports of hostile move- | 


ments went abroad, and our own people occupied 


| some of the forts in North Carolina; but they 


were informed again that there was no purpose 
on the part of the Government to reinforce them, 
and they were abandoned. 


I mention this in order that Senators may un- | 


derstand the animus of our people. They do not 
want to interfere with the Government property ; 


| they do not mean to interfere with its rights while | 


it may be disposed to do them justice; but they 


do not intend that these forts shall be used for || 


their oppression. Of what use is Fort Sumter 


to the Government of the United States, unless |! 
it be to vex and harass Charleston? If things 


remain as they are now, with the understanding 
that these places are to be held by the Govern- 


is obliged tocome on. And this question presents 
itself to honorable Senators: had you rather have 
this war; or do you prefer doing something to 
avoid it? If you let things remain as they are, 


until Mr. Lincoln comes into power, with the | 


well understood purpose of holding the forts in 
the South, to compel those States to pay taxes 


to, and obey the laws of, what is now a foreign || 


Government, you leave them no alternative but to 
take those forts by force. Il repeat, if under these 
circumstances you stand still, all the world will 
know that you mean to have war. 

I am sorry to see, Mr. President, that many on 


| the other side, instead of meeting these questions 
| as I think they ought to do, are laboring under 
| strange delusions. When Senators—lI refer par- 
have alarge,idle, discontented, and suffering class. || 


ticularly to the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 


ee who has left, and the Senator from Vir- 


ginia [Mr. Hunter|—spoke of the evils of war, 
and deprecated them, it was trumpeted far and 


| wide through the North that the South was afraid 


of the result, and was begging for peace. There 
never was a greater mistake. I have yet to see the 
first southern man who believes that his section 


| could be conquercd; but in speaking of the evils 


of war, these gentlemen show that they have 
counted the costof the enterprise, and are willing 
to hazard all its consequences. 


But another and a still greater delusion under 


which I think Republicans are laboring is, that a 


southern confederacy would not be recognized by | 


the great Powers of the earth. Dothey not know 
that it is a well-settled principle to recognize de 


facto Governments? Oh, yes; but they suppose 


that the humanity of Great Britain will prevent 
her recognizing a slaveholding community. Let 
us look a little to the acts of that Government. 
Its humanity did not prevent its waging war with 


China to compel the Chinese to take opium for | 


the benefit of her India colonists. She is just now 
concluding a war with China; and one of the very 


| objects—if the newspapers are to be relied on—to 


be effected is the right to take coolies from China, 
and transport them tothe British Colonies. Re- 


seizure of her people by British agents, and done 
allin her power to suppress this trade in the 
bodies of her subjects. 


Of this coolie trade [ need not speak. Every- 


| body knows that it is vastly more inhuman than 


the slave trade was in its worst days; that the 
proportion of Chinamen who are destroyed in 
Cuba, and other countries to which they are sent, 
is vastly greater than that of Africans who perish 
under the slave trade, and in the countries to which 
they are carried; but yet, if the papers are to be 
relied upon, Great Britain is improving on the old 
coolie traffic; and instead of holding them to labor 
for eight years, she is going to work them for 
twenty years. Eight years was sufficientto destroy 
three fourths of them, | think; and they are now 
going to try itfor twenty years; and my friend from 
Missouri (Mr. Pork] suggests that she makes 
them pay their own passage back, That is, she 
will take Chinamen, bring them to her colonics 


| to work for twenty years, and then let them pay 


their passage home, if they survive tll that time. 
I do not say these things with any view of creat- 


|, ing ill feeling against Great Britain; but look at 


her line of policy. Her humanity does not pre- 


| vent her allowing the enforcement of the collec 


tion of rents in India by torture. A commission 
of the British Parliament has shown that thou- 
sands of Indian people were tortured to death by 
the most infernal devices that the wit of man ever 
imagined; yet that does not stop, because they 
say they cannot collect the rent without resort- 
ing to this mode, and their Indian empire would 
be valueless. Great Britain’s hatred of slavery 
does not prevent her recognizing Turkey, a coun- 
try where they hold slaves of all races and all 
colors. In fact, Great Britain went to war with 


_ Russia to prevent the destruction of that very 


slaveholding Government. 

Sut it is supposed that Great Britain has such 
a sympathy and friendship for the North, and 
that there is such a feeling upon this slavery ques- 
tion, that she would not recognize a revolting 
slaveholding southern confederacy. Grent Brit- 
ain and Portugal had been on the most friendly 
terms for a century. Little Portugal was a pro- 
tegé of Great Britain; and Great Britain took many 


| a fight on her hands for the sake of little Portu- 
ment, or retaken, of course you will have war; it || 


gal. She loved her like an orphanchild; but her 


| love for Portugal did not prevent her recognizing 


Brazil, when that country revolted, and estul- 
lished its independence. England and Brazil (the 


| greatestslaveholding country in the world, except 


our own) are now on terms of the closest friend- 
ship. 

But Senators will, perhaps, tell me that she has 
abolished slavery in Jamaica and the West Indies. 
It would be an old story for me to argue that that 


| was a political movement. However, just to re- 


fresh the minds of Senators, let me read a short 
extract from what Sir Robert Peel said in 1841; 


| for what was said twenty years ago is likely to be 


a reality now. In the debate on the sugar duties 
he said: 

It was impossible to look to the discussions in the Uni 
ted States*of America, and especially to the conflicts be 
tween the northern and southern States, without seeing 
that slavery in that nation stood upon a precarious footing.”’ 

That was his view in 1841; and in less than 
twelve months after, you find him making this 


declaration: 


That the £20,000,000 sterling expended in the West 
India emancipation would be well repaid by the effect the 
abolition of slavery would have in the United States, Cuba, 


| and Brazil.”’ 


These declarations explain the policy which dic- 


_ tated the West India emancipation. Now, Mr. 


President, 1 beg gentlemen not to be deluded by 


_ all they see in the English papers. There is, no 


doubt, a great deal of ignorance in England about 
this country. I read the other day, and have 
read it again and again in the English papers, 
that the plantations at the South were all mort- 
gaged to the North; and that the negroes and 
lands were, in fact, owned by the North, and if it 
were not that the North supplied the means, no 
cotton could be made. Any opinion of British 
papers founded on such delusions as these is not 
worth much to anybody. But I do say there is 
now a great deal of intelligence among the well 
informed in England in relation to our country, 
and they evidently understand things far better 


| now than they did formerly. 


Suppose, then, it was the purpose of Great Brit- 
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ain, as was intimated by Sir Robert Peel, to make ! Timesof the 18th of January,whicheametomein || I say to you, sir, that but for this division of 


use of this anti-slavery movement with a view of 
breaking down slavery in the United States, or 
using a dissolution of the Union: gentlemen 
my ask me what motive Great Britain has to de- 
sive such a result. | think she has at least four 


powerful reasons, any one of which of itself 
might be sufficient to direct her action. Her great 
rival on the seas now is the United States. The 
North furnishes the ships, and the South the 
freights. I may say to gentlemen that, among 
those freights furnished by the North, there is not 
a great deal of bulk. The gold of California could 
be carried ina small ship; and manufactures of 
the North take up a little space; but the cotton, 
the tobacco, the rice, the naval stores, and, in part, 
the breadstuffs of the South, mainly furnish the 
freigiits for the immense northern shipping. Sup- 
pose Great Britain can succeed in dividing your 
ships from our freights: rt reduces America com- 
paratively toa small maritime Power. That is 
ene powerful motive. A second one is this: Great 
Britain is seeking to carry her manufactures nto 
all the countries of the world. They are now 
kept out of the South by this tariff of twenty and 


thirty per cent., because the North has that ad- | 
vantage; but if the South becomes independent, | 


British goods and northern goods come to us ex- 
actly upon the same terms; and I saw enough of 
»rices in Europe, a lite more than a year ago, to 
caany that our northern friends will find their in- 
dustry very much supplanted by an equal tariff 
between their goods and those of Great Britain 
and other countries. While the South would be 
a great gainer by this operation, as well as Eng- 
land, the North would Jose immensely. 

But there is a third motive which would natu- 
rally operate on the British Government, and to 
some extent on others. ‘The United States has 
now over thirty million people. In twenty-five 
years we shall probably have more than sixty 
million. If the Union continues, in fifty years 
from this day we ought to have one hundred and 
twenty million. We certainly shall have more 


than a hundred million. We will be a Power so | 


great that we might control civilization; and it is 
very natural that an ambitious nation like Great 
Britain should be willing to cut that Power down. 
We would do the same, perhaps, in a similar 
position. 

But, Mr. President, there is a fourth reason 
which operates on her. It is well known that re- 
publican ideas and liberal principles are making 
great progress in Europe; and the governing 
classes, the privileged classes there, are struggling 


against them. The division of this Union would | 


throw back liberal ideas for ten years, perhaps 
twenty—God only knows how long—in Ronson: 
These four powerful motives may operate upon 
the British Government, and indeed those espe- 
cially interested in its success as at present organ- 
ized, to regard a dissolution of the Union of these 
States as eminently advantageous. 

Now, suppose that a certain class—I do not 


pretend that the whole people are so—but suppose | 
sagacious persons in Europe wished to produce || 


this result: what would they do? They know 
that the Nerth is very sensitive to British opinion, 


while the South is notatallso. The South, they | 


know, will march forward with its own ideas and 
views, without regard to what may be said in 
England; but the North being sensitive to their 
opinion, What more natural than that the Lon- 
don Post, which is understood to be Lord Pal- 
merston’s organ, should come out in article after 
article, telling the North, if they now give way, 


they will be utterly disgraced; that the United | 
States will be held in contempt by the world if | 
they make any concessions to the slave power? | 


This is ingenious flattery to the anti-slavery feel- 
ing of the Republican party. I recollect, Mr. 
President, in my boyish days, reading in the Pil- 
grim’s Progress of a certain black man who wore 
a very white robe, who met the two pilgrims, and 
with fair speeches invited them to accompany 
him. They soon found themselves calegeedane 
caught in a net; and then the white robe fell off 
the shoulders of the black man. Has it never 
occurred to Senators on the other side that there 
may be a mistake in all their calculations? Asa 
confirmation of this suggestion, namely, that these 
svitish organs may change their tone after the 
result has been effected, 1 will ask the Secretary 
to read an extract which I find in the London 
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the mail this morning, and which shows that they 
now at least understand pretty well the condition 
of things in this country. The Times, I need not 
remark, is the best exponent of British opinion 
in the world, ard I think fully and fairly repre- 
| sents British feeling and British prejudices, as it 
is undoubtedly the ablest paper in the world. I 
ask the Secretary to read that extract. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
“If South Carolina secedes; if Georgia, Florida, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana follow ; if asouth- 


ern federation be formed, and takes its place among the | 
Powers of the carth, there can be no hope of keeping the | 


, border slave States. These will be drawn by anatural af- 

finity to detach themselves from the North and join the 
| slavebolding federation. North Carolina, Tennessee, Ken- 
| tucky, Missouri, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, will then 


| be dissociated from the free States. Such an event cannot | 


be regarded without dismay by the most staunch abolition- 
ist. It would, in fact, make the southern federation the 
real United States, as far as territory, present and prospect- 
| ive, is concerned, and reduce the North to what our ances- 
tors would have called a trump.’ The people of Boston 


and you will see whata narrow slip of country composes the 


the British frontier to the Delaware—a few hundred miles— 
belongs to it; all the rest, stretching far away down the 
Atlantic and along the Gulf of Mexico, is in the hands of 
the slaveowners. The mouth of the Mississippi is theirs ; 
the Missouri and Arkansas, the great arteries of the ex- 
treme West, are theirs. Virginia pushes a spur of terri- 
|} tory to within less than a hundred miles of Lake Erie, and 
thus divides the Atlantic free States from the West in a 
manner highly dangerous to their future union. Indeed, it 
is doubtful whether the connection between New York and 
New England on the one hand, and Illinois and the neigh- 
boring States on the other, could long survive the totai sep- 
aration of the South. ‘The North would have a territory as 
straggling as that of Prussia, and the western region would 
soon find it advantageous to dissolve its union with the 
eastern. ; 

‘** In the mean time, all the riches of the New World would 





|| be in the grasp of the southerners. Instead of exploring 


the inhospitable regions in the neighborhood of the British 
frontier, which would be all that remained to the North, 
the slave owners would carry their * undeniable property’ 
into lands blessed with every advantage of climate, soil, 
and mineral wealth. Texas has territory enough to make 
three or four great States. New Mexico is about to be ad- 
mitted with slave institutions. Arizona will follow. Mex- 


lords of the most magnificent domain in the world, would 
the Union lets South Carolina go, there is no saying what 


an erring sister, but experience shows that secessions, when 
once made, are not easily recalled. [tis the nature of cracks 
to widen, and both at the North and West there are masses 
of people so earnest in the advocacy of strong measures to 
prevent a disruption that the President may be forced into 
active measures. For our own part, whatever opinions 
Americans may have of English policy, we beg to assure 
them that in this country there is only One wish—that the 
Union may survive this terrible trial. Should Providence 
decree it otherwise, we earnestly pray that the separation 
may be an amicable one. Civil war in a flourishing coun- 
try and ainong 2 kindred people, can never be contemplated 
without horror by a nation like ours; and we trust that 
neither the violence of the people nor the weakness of their 
leaders will bring this calamity on the American Union.”’ 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr President, I think | 





|| South in de 


that illustrates pretty well the line of argument 
which I have been endeavoring to make, that Sen- 
ators on the other side of the Chamber will find 
themselves wholly mistaken if they imagine that 
Great Britain and France will not recognize us. 
In addition to all those reasons which would just- 
ify the recognition of countries generally, is the 
absolute necessity they are under of having cot- 
ton from us. 

Another mistake which I think gentleman make 


may be the mere result of the efforts of designing 

oliticians; and that the break up at Charleston 
as caused it. Noone was more averse than my- 
self to seeing this separation of the Democratic 
party; and I thank the honorable Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Pveu]} for his efforts on that occasion, 
and those of all others, to prevent it. But, sir, 
so far from its contributing to this secession move- 
ment, it has been the main obstacle in its way. 
The great body of the people of the South do not 
hate the North, I think, as has been said by some 
Senators. I know it is not true in North Caro- 
lina. There is a very great distrust of the dom- 
inant majority of the North, and an apprehension 
of mischief; but the great body of our people 
would far prefer a union with the North upon 
honorable terms. While this is true, however, 
it is equally well known that the division of the 
| Democratic party has retarded the action of the 

hans of its honor and its rights. 


|| North intended to beat us, whether we were wyj- 


by submission to the election of Mr. Lincoln. The 
| 
| 


| or Philadelphia might be distinguished for their ability and | 

enterprise, but they would belong to a country withhbardly | 
agreater future than Canada. Eyery natural advantage | 
would be on the side of the slave States. Lookatthe map, | 


free soilofthe American federation. Only the seacoastfrom | 


ico must in a few years be conquered, and the southerners, | 
control the passage between the two oceans. In short, if 


may go withit. Itis very well tospeculate on the return of 


is this: they suppose this movement at the South 
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the party, if we had, however, been beaten, the 
whole South would have gone out, just as South 
Carolina has done—I mean without division. 
was that party division and the discussion gro y- 
| ing out of it, and the charges and criminatioy and 
recrimination ef Union and disunion in the es 
| vass, were the great obstacles in the way. Py; 
our people are gradually getting over those prej- 
udices; and they sce that the Republicans of ¢f 


It 


ted or not; and the very men who most regretrod 
the divisions of the party are gradually falling 
into the movement. hey see we will be ruined 
| Republicans meant to beat us, whether we were 

united or not, and the injury from their rule is the 
| same either way; and itis not for them to say that 
we fought the battle unskillfully. Ladmit we did 
| fight unskillfully; buteverybedy in the South was 
| against them. We say that their domination is 
just as mischievous to us as if we had been wei} 

united. Another fact presents itself, that they 

have a clear, large, overwhelming majority in the 

northern States; enough to give them the contro] 

of the Government; and it isa knowledge of this 

fact that is driving our people forward, and they 
| will gradually come up to one line of action. His- 
tory reproduces itself; human nature is the same: 
| and it might have been said in our struggle with 
Great Britain that the eolonies were divided, They 
| did not defend themselves well. Gates, by his 
| rashness, incurred the defeat at Camden. There 
were dissensions in the colonies, and even many 
tories among them; but that was no excuse for 
Great Britain. She intended to subdue them, 
whether they were united or not, and the injury 
to her domination would have been the same in 
| either event. 

Again: it is said, very plausibly, I admit, that 
we ought not to abandon our northern friends— 
our allies. That identical remark might have been 
| made, and was, in substance, made, during our 
Revolution, for there were Chatham and Burke 
and others whom our colonies had to abandon, 
Lord Chatham never justified, but always con- 
demned, the secession of the colonies; but that 
secession or revolution vindicated him and Burke 
and Fox. And, sir, if we were now to submit, 
where would our northern allies be? Trampled 
| under foot by a resistless anti-slavery party. It 
would be said: ** Your southern friends are gas- 
conading braggarts; ready to. submit to us like 
whipped spaniels.’’ They would be trodden down 
| and annihilated; but by our resisting we vindi- 
| cate the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Puc] as a pa- 
| triot, a sagacious statesman, auda just man. We 
vindicate the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dove- 
LAS;] the Senators from Indiana; the Senator from 
Oregon, [Mr. Lane;] the Senators from Penn- 
sylvania {Mr. BiGter] and New Jersey, [Mr. 
‘THomson;] and last though not least, the generous 
Senator from Minnesota, (Mr. Rice.] They will 
stand in after times as men who had the sagacity 
to see the right, and the courage to defend it. 

Again: we are told that, having gone into the 
contest, we are bound to submit to the result, just 
asa gambler who plays a game must pay the 
stakes he loses. hy, Mr. President, on this 
principle, if the Republicans were to nominate a 
free negro, I suppose we would be bound to let 
him be elected withcut opposition, for if we run 
a candidate against him, we would be bound ‘o 
submit to him.if elected, and therefore ought to 
let him go in without opposition. If we had not 
attempted to defeat Lincoln, in fact, by running a 
rival candidate, we might have been obliged to 
submit, and ought to have been, and would have 
been, justly held responsible. We, however, did 
our duty to the country by making an honest 
effort to defeat him, though possibly we may not 
have conducted the contest skillfully. Tmaintan 
that no party in the South is justly chargeable 
with Lincoln’s election, as, in spite of their re- 
sistance, he obtained a large majority over all 
opposition in States enough in the North to elect 
him. 

I will say in candor also to Senators, that there 
are three measures now passing which will add 
very much tothis secession movementin the South. 
I allude, first, to the Pacific railroad bill, by which 
we have undertaken, as faras this Senate can Un- 
|| dertake anything, to build three railroads, ata co*! 
|| of $120,000,000. Now, sir, some of our p: ople 
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deny your right to make improvements. Those 
who admit the right, doubt very much whether 
vou ought to go to the expense of making a single 
railroad across a thousand miles of desert and un- | 
inhabited country; and this proposition for build- 
ing three railroads, under these circumstances, 

d incurring a debt, perhaps to be increased to 

, or three hundred million, (for the best in- 
formed men say it cannot fall below $300,000,000,) 
will drive many of the most sagacious and reflect- 

» men of the South, men of philosophical minds, 
to acquiesce in dissolution. 

Again, sir: here is this tariff bill, likely to be 
adopted, which passed the House by a large vote, 
containing most iniquitous provisions for the ben- 
efitof particular classes; and then there is another 
measure Which, with due respect to those who in- 
dorse it, to my mind, is the most indefensible of 
all propositions hitherto advocated—I mean the 
homestead bill. The idea of giving up the public 


property by wholesale at any time to men, many | 


of whom are the least meritorious of the commu- 


nity, is wholly indefensible, in my judgment; but | 


now, withabankrupt Treasury, borrowing money 
at the rate of forty or fifty million a year, the 
policy of giving up these public lands in a body, 
to any one who chooses to take them, shocks the 
whole community. 

Our people are coming to the conclusion that 
this Government has become so vast that it is an 
impracticable one. Lam not sure of this. 
large as the country is, that the Government 
might be well administered, but for the anti-sla- 
very excitement, 
two sections, who are warring against cach other, 
of course household duties must be neglected. 
We have had a struggle for the last ten years; 
the North pressing, and the South struggling for 
its honor and safety against the movement; and 
such measures are its results. In fact, they are 
directly traceable to that hostility of the northern 
auti-slavery men. Why, sir, the people of the 
Northwest do not want high protective tariffs— 
by no means;and many Republicans do not want 
them; and yet you find the Republicans ina body, 
almost, in the House and on this floor; we sce 
them coming up and voting for a most enormous 
tariff. Why? Itis to secure the support of the 
tariff men of Pennsylvania and elsewhere. 

Again, sir: New England does not like this 
homestead bill. 


I think, | 


When a family is divided into | 


At any rate, when I came here | 


fifieen years ego, I found the men from New Eng- | 
land were in favor of holding on to the public || 
lands, and so far from wishing to encourage settle- | 


ment in the West, they used to object strenu- 


ously to opening that territory because it took off | 


their laborers from them. They wished to retain 
them atehome and thus keep een the price of 
wares, 
Ei 
their people to go away. Why is this? They 
want to satisfy the West; and you find the north- 
western Republicans going for this high protective 
tariff to secure the votes of Pennsylvania and the 








East. The anti-slavery men form the great nu- | 


cleus of the party, and they spread out their arms 
in all directions and gather in allies. 

Now, 1am free to say, Mr. President, if, when 
this homestead bill was up, I could substitute for 
it a proposition giving the lands absoiutely to the 
new States in which they lie, I would prefer it. 


Now you find the solid vote of New | 
rland, | believe, for this homestead bill to tempt || 


It is a less evil to the Government. If they choose | 


to give them out to the landless, let them do it. I 
would in that way, if I could,cut them loose from 
this combination, 
present to me a well-guarded Pacific railroad bill 
for a single track, I will vote it through, if it is on 
the cheapest and best line; but if you ask me to 
tax my people outrageously to benefita few man- 
ufacturing capitalists, I wil! not doit. What I 
desire, then, is this: we should, even if this Gov- 
ernment is to endure, dissolve this combination. 
Remember, sir, the South has no share in this co- 
partnership. The Northeast is to get the tariff; 
the Northwest the Pacific railroad and the home- 
Stead bill; and the Republicans, or Abolitionists, 
are to get anti-slavery. These are the parties to | 
the combination. The sagacious men of the South 

See the danger; and sooner than submit to be | 
cheated and plundered in this mode, with the pros- | 
pect in the future of the abolition of slavery and 

the utter destruction of their section, they are 


coming resolutely into the struggle. Nor will th: y 


In the same way, sir, if you || unless a complete adjustment can be made. 


eo 


slavery question. The Legislature of my own 
State, as well as that of Virginia, has planted it- 
self firm!y on the basis of the Crittend n propo- 
siuions, with certain additions, and they will not 
be satisfied with less. 

lamastonished that the North hesitates to take 
the proposition of the honorable Senator from 
Kentacky. What is it? Why, of the existing 
territory, it gives the South about one fifth and the 
North four fifths. F 
fifths according to population. They say it is car- 
rying out the platform on which Mr. Breckinridge 
was nominated; I allude to the.presidential can- 
didate. All that isa mistake. By that platform, 
as they understand it, slavery was to be protected 
inall the Territories; and the people of is South 
honestly believe that it ought to be so, and that, 
according to the true intent of the Constitution, it 


| is protected; and the opinions of the Supreme 


Court sustain this view. Now, instead of carry- 
ing it out, that proposition proposes to give the 
North four fifths of the territory, and only one 
fifth to the South. Why, sir, a man who claims 
a tract of land, and offers, as a compromise, to give 
up four fifths of it, would not obtain his claim, 
certainly. It seems to me, therefore, the Repub- 


| licans ought not to hesitate one moment, but ought 


at once to have taken it. 

They say, however, that their platform requires 
that they shall have the whole of the territory, 
and exclude us altogether. 
Senators as just men, (for I know that in the or- 
dinary transactions of life they are just men,) there 


is not a Senator on that side of the Chamber that | 


does not know that the South has coniributed its 


money fairly with the North; that in every war | 
we have turned out more than our proportion of 
men; and | ask them if it is just that our people | 


should altogether be excluded from those acqui- 


| sitions which we jointly made? 


ST 


| had not thought it possible. 


| peace. 


Butsome of them object to that provision which 
applies it to future Territories. They say we will 
take Mexico, Central America, &c. Why, Mr. 
President, if none of the States had seceded, the 
North would have a majority now of eight Sen- 
ators on this floor. With all the States repre- 
sented in the other branch, she has fifty-seven 
majority, and under the incoming apportionment 
will have over sixty. They know that no terri- 
tory can ever be acquired without a large support 
from them; and the new States of the Northwest 
coming in will very soon swell still more their 
majorities. It is idle, therefore, for these gentle- 
men to try to convince any one that they are 
afraid of acquisitions against their wishes. No, 
sir; | apprehend that they want to keep this ques- 
tion open. I fear they want to have materials to 


| electioneer at home, and put down those men who 


are just enough to recognize ourright. I fear that 
they want to keep an open question, by which 
they can crush out such northern Democrats as 
my friend from Ohio. If not, why object to set- 


tling the whole territorial question for all time to | 


come? 

Again, sir: why notagrce that slavery shall be 
protected in the District of Columbia, the forts 
and arsenals in the slave States, and the slave 


Isubmitto honorable | 


We are entitled to have two | 











trade between the States? ‘They can do that with- | 
out interfering with any northern interest. If they | 


do that—if they place this entire question where 


agitation; otherwise it cannot be ended; and, for 


now to take astand and leave the Union at once, | 


| the sake of our northern friends, I think we ought | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


727 


ing out of the application of the principle to Kan- 
sas, and possibly we might have had peace. But 
ever since then, looking at the future, I have had 
apprehensions; and in examining the map of 
America I have often been brought to the conclu- 
sion that it seemed as if Providence had marked 
out on it two great empires, one lying on the Mis- 
sissippi and around the Gulf of Mexico: the other 
upon the basin of the St. Lawrence. We know, 
Mr. President, that natural boundaries control 
very much the form of nations. A great and pow- 
erful force may sometimes carry a nationalit 

over boundaries; but nature conquers in the pf 
Italy has extended itself into France and Spain, 
and France and 4 *; have each extended them- 
selves into Italy; but the Alps and the Pyrennees 


still stand as the boundaries of those empires 


| ulation. 


Now, sir, there are States which lie partly upon 
the waters of the Mississippi, and partly upon 
the St. Lawrence. Which empire they will go 
with, if this division occurs, is a matter of spec- 
Whether they will be divided, | know 
not; but it would seem that political feeling now 


| is tending tosuch adivision. The section nearest 


the St. Lawrence is anti-slavery strongly, while 
in the southern borders of those States there are 
opposite sentiments. It would seem, sir, as if 
the political and social feelings of the northern 
and southern sections of the Union were moving 
in the direction of the flow of these immense 
rivers, and that future nationalities were to have 
their forms determined by these natural divisions. 

Mr. President, we have had thirteen Presidents 


| of the United States elected by the people. I mean 


Mr. Buchanan is the thirteenth man thus chosen 
who has presided over all the States. At the time 
the Confederacy was formed, was it written in 
the book of fate that it should endure until there 


| had been a man elected for each of those States? 


Senators on the other side of this Chamber will 


| determine that question. 


| of antiquity were divided. 


| eastern continent. 


The honorable Senator from New York spoke 
with regret of a division of the Union when the 
dome of this Capitol was almost completed. The 
tower of Babel was not finished when the nations 
There was a provi- 
dential purpose in that movement—to humble the 
pride of man, and to extend humanity over the 
Whether there is such a pur- 
pose now, by dividing this Union, to send two 
streams of civilization over America, or whether 
this unfinished tower is to stand as a monument 
of human folly and dissension upon a continent 
strown far dad wide with the immense ruins of a 
gigantic political and social fabric, time alone can 
disclose. If evil should happen, the finger of his- 


| tory will fix the responsibility on those who com- 
| menced and carried out this anti-slavery revolu- 


tion. 


When Julius Cesar looked over the field 


| of Pharsalia, and saw it strown with the bodies 


| would have it so.”’ 


of his slain countrymen, he exclaimed, ** They 
Posterity will say of those 
who persist in this warfare, ‘* You would have 
these results.”’ 

The most impressive ceremony, Mr. President, 
which I have witnessed in this Chamber was on 


| the occasion when anumber of Senators from the 


Ten years ago, Mr. President, [became appre- || 


|| hensive that we should have a dissolution of the 


Union between these States. Up to that time I 


I think there was a 
great error committed then. 


I have always re- | 


gretted that Mr. Clay and Mr. Webster, patriotic | 
as they were, did not seem to appreciate the mag- | 
nitude of the question, and did not place that set- || 


tlement on its proper ground. If that Missouri 
line had been run through, as was demanded by 
the South, (and if they had gone for it, it could 
have been done,) possibly we should have had 
‘Ney more: after it was determined that 
we should try non-intervention, I earnestly en- 
deavored to induce them to repeal the Missouri 
restriction, and let non-intervention apply to Kan- 
sas and all of the territory north of the line of 369 


30’. If they had done thatat that time, we should 


pause now unless full justice be done them on this || have avoided the excitement and discussion grow- 


seceding States took leave of us. 
of the funeral 


It reminded me 
ceremonies when a Senator has 


|| died, but was far more impressive, because the an- 
it cannot be reached, you may, perhaps, end this 


nunciation of the death of a State of this Confed- 
eracy is more momentous than that of its repre- 
sentative. Tuse the term, because there 1s an anal 

ogy between the cases. When aSenator dies, his 
spirit goes from one state of existence to another; 
it may be a brighter and a better one. When 
those States no longer live to this Government, 


| they passintoa new Confederacy. The Israelites, 


with wailing and lamentation, deplored the loss 
of one of their tribes. When recently the annun- 
ciation of the departure of asingle State was made 
here, it was met with strange levity on the other 
side of the Chamber. How will it be, sir, when 


| the ten tribes have gone, when fifteen States have 


departed? In those States were born and nour- 
ished such slaveholders as Washington and Jef- 
ferson and Madison and Henry and Marshall 
and Jackson and Clay and Calhoun. ‘They are 
filled at this day with such slaveholders and ‘‘poor 
whites,’’ as our non-slaveholdersare stigmatized 
by abolition speakers, as formerly went up with 
George Washington to defend Massachusetts and 
New York aad Pennsylvaniaand the Jerseys,and, 


|| at a later day, stood upon the Canada Sine with 
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Forsyth and Seott and Harrison and Johnson. 
When pressed by a formidable foe, the North did 
not refuse the aid of these southern ** barbarians.’’ 
If ithas now grown to be so great that it regards 
a further association with tliem an encumbrance 
or a disgrace, then, for the sake of past recollec- 
tions, why not let them go in peace ? 

The Senator from New York said on one occa- 
sion, not long- since, that, in this dispute beween 
the North and the South, it was a matter of con- 
science with the North, while with the South it 
was only a matter of interest; and therefore the 
South ought to yield. By this mode, the con- 
science of the North can be relieved without sub- 





jJecting the South to financial bankruptcy, politi- | 


cal degradation, and social ruin. The anti-slavery 
current can then run its course unchecked and 
untrammeled, It has already demanded, at Bos- 
ton, the removal of the statue of Danic! Webster 
because he was willing to compromise with the 
South. How long will it be until it reaches that 


stage when it will require that the statues of such | 
slaveholders as Washington and Jackson shall | 


be thrown into the Potomac, the monument of 
the former razed to the ground, and the very 


name of this city changed to one of harmony with | 


the anti-slavery feeling? 
shou!d meet inditl fortune, and again change its 
views, then there might be a reunion and a recon- 
struction of the Government. ‘I'wice did the Ple- 


bians secede, and twice did the haughty Patricians | 
make such terms of conciliation as rendered Rome | 


the foremost empire upon earth, 


If the States were now divided into two con- | 


federacies, and their interests required a union, I 
do not know why it might not occur. But war 
places an impassable gulf betweenthem. <A Ro- 
man embassador, addressing those to whom he 
was sent, said: ** I carry in my bosom peace and 
war; which will youhave?”’ Reversing his dec- 


Hereafter, if the North | 





laration, I say to Senators on the other side of | 


this Chamber, ‘‘ You carry in your bosoms, for | 


the country, _ or war; which do you mean 


to give it?’’ If you say war, then our people will 


meet you, and struggle with yow all along the | 
lines, and wherever else you come; and they will | 


defend their honor and the safety of their wives 
and children, with the same spirit and resolution 


which was exhibited at Sullivan’s Island and at | 


King’s Mountain, at Yorktown and at New Or- 


leans, and over the many battle-fields of Mexico. | 


I have no doubt the South will make a triumphal 
defense if assailed; but sooner than submit to dis- 
grace and degradation, she would, if fall she must, 
rather go down like the strong man of the Bible, 
carrying with her the main pillars of the edifice, 
the edifice itself, and the lords of the Philistines, 
into one common ruin. 

Mr. HALE. lI only wish to say a word or two; 


but I desire to notice one or two things that the 


honorable Senator from North Carolina has said. | 


‘ Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi- 
ent 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitcn in 
the chair.) The Chair understands that the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee is next entitled to the floor 
on the special order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
to move that 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Hampshire is entitled to the floor, unless 
he yields it. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not want to occupy the floor 
more than ten minutes; but if there was any ar- 
rangement by which the Senator was to have it, 
of course I will give way. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
the gentleman. 

Mr. HALE. I simply wanted to call attention 
to one or two things thet dropped from the hon- 
orable Senator from North Carolina. I want to 
protest here, for one of the northern States, against 
the tone of the Senator’s speech, in which, look- 
ing to war, he talks to us as if we were the war- 
making power. Have we seized upon any forts? 
Have we taken any arsenals, and seized upon any 
mints? Have we done one single act looking to 
aggression? Have we fired into any flag, State 
or national? On the other hand, is not the con- 
dition of the northern States one that subjects 
them, in the eyes of the world, to the charge of 
pusillanimity and reproach for wanting manliness 
in repelling the attacks that have been made upon 
them? Gentlemen come here and preach peace 





I was about 





I will yield to 
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| ing of the contingencies of war—and I was sorry || 
| that the Senator went so far into that matter, be- 
| cause talking about such things has a tendency to 








to us as if we were the aggressive party; as if the 
responsibilities of war must reston us. Why, 
sir, if we have any of the responsibilities of war 
resting upon us, it will be by a course of conduct 
which subjects us, in the eyes of the world, to the 
imputation of cowards—that lies still and invokes 
aggression. 

The Senator was eloquent; but I want to cor- | 
rect one other misapprehension; only one, Speak- | 


i 
j 
} 
| 


bring them on; itis said the Devil is never so near 
as when you talk about him; and this devil of war 
never will be so near as when he is constantly 
talked about—in speculating upon the contin- 
gencies that await the state of war, the honorable 
Senator dwelt upon that foree which would be 
found in the northern States favorable to him and 
adverse to the country where they lived. Sir, I 
would do anything to avoid war that any honor- 
able man could do; but let not the Senator lay that 
flattering unction to his soul. I tell him, if we do | 
have war—God, in his providence, avert it!—the 
first thing we will do will be to dispose of north- 
ern traitors. We shall not go South. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President, if the Senator will | 
allow me, I should like to know whom he calls | 
traitors? 

Mr. HALE. I was about to state. 

Mr. LANE. I should like to know whom he 
means when he speaks of northern traitors. 

Mr. HALE. I will tell him exactly, so that he 
can know every one of them: I mean just exactly 
the men who, as the Senator from North Carolina 
said, would be found in the northern States fight- 
ing against their own States if war came. 

Mr. LANE. Fighting for the Union, Mr. Pres- | 
ident—for the rights of the States; and let not 
him or any other man call them traitors. I do 
not allow any gentleman to use the term. I say, 
the northern men that he will have to fight belong 
to that portion of the North that stands by the 
Constitution, by the rights of all the States, by 
the equality of the States, and the right of every 
man from every State to go into the Territories 
with his property; and neither he nor any other 
man must call them traitors. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the honorable Senator 





will allow me, I think he is laboring under quite a 
misapprehension. I did not state that any man 
in the North would fight on our side. I referred 
to what Lord Chatham said in England—that he 
rejoiced America had resisted; and I said that 
many men in the North would-entertain those 
sentiments, and would not cordially coéperate in 
any movementagainstus. That wasallI said, sir. 

Ir. HALE. Iam glad to hear that explana- 
tion. I think the Senator went a little further; 
but however, I do not want to press him. I do 
not want to have any controversy with the Sen- 
ator from Oregon. Iam not going to define any 
man’s position; nor am I going to define it before 
he selects it, orafter. I leave every man to choose 
for himself; but I repeat what I began with, that 
if we are forced intoa war, I tell you we will deal 
with all domestic questions without any advice 
from anybody. 

Now, I have but a single word more to say, 
in reply rather to the Senator’s rhetoric than to 
his logic. He says the most imposing thing that 
he has seen in this body was when those Senators 
announced that they were about to retire the other 
day. Sir, 1 saw a ceremony simpler than that, 
and vastly more imposing, about the same time. 
It was when my friend from the State of Maine, 
{Mr. Morrit,] coming here under an election of 
his State, walked up to thatdesk, and held up his 
right hand and called God to witness that he would 
support the Constitution of the United States. 
That was vastly more imposing tome. The hon- 
orable Senator asks, in that overflowing rhetoric 
with which he has delighted the Senate so long, 
‘* What will you say when the ten tribes go out?”’ 
Sir, | was glad to lear that. Ten tribes did go 
out from the kingdom of Israel, but the ark of 
the covenant of the living God remained with the 
tribe of Judah. [A plause in the galleries.} 

The PRESIDI & OFFICER called to order. 

Mr. HALE. | think the galleries ought to be 
excused for applauding a reference made to the 
Scriptures. [Laughter.] I say, there is where the | 
ark of the covenant remained. What became of | 
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| the ten tribes? They have eo God only knows 


where, and nobody else. It is a matter of Spec- 
ulation what became of them; whether they con- 
stitute the Pottawatomies, or some other tribe vf 
American savages. | recollecta friend said to mp» 
the other day, when the Japanese were here, « | 
am glad the Japanese came; for,’’ said he, « | 
have learned more history from them than [| did 
from all the books I ever read; | now know what 
became of the ten tribes; they settled Japan.” 
[Laughter.] Well,sir,thatisaspeculation. Now 

this was suggested by the honorable Senator from, 
North Carolina; and it is full of meaning. There 
were ten tribes went out; and remember, they went 
out wandering. They left the ark and the empire 
behind them. They went, as I said before, God 


only knows where. But, sir, I do hope and pray 


that this comparison, so eloquent and instructive, 
suggested by the honorable Senator, may not be 
illustrated in the fate of these other tribes that are 
going out from the household of Israel. 

Mr. GREEN. I hope the special order wil 
now be taken up, the unfinished business of |ast 
Saturday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special or- 


_ der is now before the Senate, which is the ques- 


tion of printing extra numbers of the President's 
message transmitting to the Senate certain reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Virginia. 

Mr. GREEN. That was taken up by common 
consent, without displacing the other. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will move 
that it be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. GREEN. Let it postponed until to-mor- 
row, because it was taken up by common con- 
sent without displacing the other order, which is 
a bill to establish a territorial government for 
the Territory of Idaho. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. With the per- 
mission of the Senator from Missouri, I will move 
to pee it until one o’clock to-morrow, and 
make it the special order for that hour. 

The motion was agreed to. 


TERRITORY OF COLORADO. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


observe that there is another special order which 
appears to have been informally passed over, rel- 
ative to which there is no motion made. It is the 
bill declaratory of the acts for carrying into eflect 
the ninth article of the treaty between the United 
States and Spain. 

Mr. GREEN. The unfinished business has 
priority over that., 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished 
business is the bili (S. No. 366) to provide a ter- 
ritorial government for the Territory of Colorado; 
and that is the business now before the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill. 

Mr. GREEN. There isa slight change in the 
boundary suggested by the friends of the adjoin- 
ing Territories of New Mexico and Utah; andas 
it seems to meet with general acceptance, [ send 
it to the Secretary’s table to be read. 

I will briefly explain it, and the Senate will un- 
derstand itin a moment. It proposes only two 
changes. The reason for that is, that a portion 
of the inhabitants of Utah Territory have settled 
there, and this would have a tendency, if the bill 
remains as it now is, to divide them. They had 
better all remain together. I have no objection 
to that modification. The other change is to take 
off that notch above 37° of New Mexico. lam 
opposed to that; but still I move it, because I want 
the thing all settled; and I see no good reason 
why it should not be adopted. The only thing 
Ican say is this: the Delegate from that Territory 
says a portion of his people—natives of New 
Mexico, speaking that language—have settled a. 
there, and he wants a homogeneous people all 
kept together. There is some force in that; but 
still, I think, in parceling out and shaping Terr!- 
tories and States, we ought to have reference to 
the permanent good of the Territory, rather than 
a temporary accommodation. : 

The Secretary read the amendment; to strike 
outin the first section the following words: ‘* The 
said boundary line of New Mexico to the point 
of intersection of its easterly part with the thirty- 
seventh degree,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof, the 
words, ‘‘ the thirty-seventh parallel of north lat- 
itude,’’ so that it will read: 

Thence south on said meridian of New Mexico ; thence 
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along the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude; thence | 
easterlyon said parallel, &c. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GREEN, [believe there are no other pend- 
ing amendments, 


derstands that there is a pending amendment on 
which no vote has been had. 


Mr. GREEN. There was a pending amend- || 


1961. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


LOAN BILL. 
Mr. PEARCE. I am also instructed by the 


Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
| bill (FH. R. No. 972) authorizing a loan, to report 





1 


| amendments may be printed. 
It was so ordered 
|. Mr. PEARCE. I give notice that to-morrow 


. 


; | it back with two amendments. I ask that the 
‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
| 


ment proposed by the Senator from Texas, [Mr. | 


Hempuite;]} but I thinkI can make a slight mod- || 


ification in the bill that will satisfy him, and ren- | 
der his amendment unnecessary; and I think he 
will withdraw it. I wish to call the attention of 
the Senator from Texas to a suggestion that I | 
have to make, which will render his amendment 
unnecessary. I ask the Secretary to read the sug- | 
gestion that I marked on the margin of the bill. | 
It is in the sixth section to insert the words ‘*prop- 

erty subject to,”? which will just cover the case. 

The Secretary read the amendment: in line eleven 
of section six, after the word *¢ all ”’ to insert the | 
words ‘* property subject to;”’ so that it will read: 

But all property subject to taxation shall be in proportion 
to the value of the property taxed. 

Mr. GREEN. It leaves it to the Territory to 
say what property shall be taxed. They ‘can 
exempt any they wish. ; 

Mr. HEMPHILL. My only object in making 
the motion I did was, inasmuch as | perceived the 
system of ad valorem taxation was to be adopted | 


| 


inthat Territory, that every person that was taxed || 


at all should have a certain amount of property | 
exempt from taxation; that no man should be | 
taxed in his property unless he possessed over 
two hundred and fifty dollars’ worth of property. | 





Jam not familiar with the organization of 'Terri- | 
tories, and I do not care about insisting upon the || 


the amendment. 
Mr. GREEN. This will just cover the case. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment as modified. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON. I move toamend the name of | 
the Territory by striking out “Idaho,” and in- 
serting Coke 
delegate from that Territory, who is very anxious 
about it, and came to see me to-day. to have that 
change made. He said that the Colorado river 
arose in the Territory, and there was a sort of 
fitness in it; but this word ** Idaho”? meant noth- | 
ing. There is nothing in it. 

Mr.GREEN,. The name of * Idaho” was put | 
in at the instance of the Delegate from the Ter-- 
ritory. 

Mr. WILSON. He has changed his opinion. | 

Mr.GREEN. But I prefer Colorado. It is | 
more appropriate and more harmonious. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 


suggest that that will more roperly come up as | 





Mr. WILSON. It has got to be changed in | 
the body of the bill. 

Mr. GREEN, Yes, sir; wherever it occurs in | 
the body of the bill. I prefer that name, and will 
vote with the Senator. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments made as in Committee of the | 
Whole were concurred in. The bill was ordered 
‘0 be engrossed and read a third time. It was 
read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frrcn.) | 

he question is: ‘ Shall this bill pass ?”? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to say one word || 
only on this subject. If the information which I 
have received be correct, there is not only a very 
inconsiderable population in what has been here- 
tofore called Arizona 

Mr. GREEN. This is not Arizona; but the 
Pike’s Peak region—Colorado. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 beg pardon. 

The bill was passed. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. PEARCE. I am instructed by the Com- || 


mittee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill | 
(H. R. No. 915) making appropriations for the | 
naval service for the year ending the 30th of June, | 
1862, to report it back with amendments. The || 
Amendments are few, and it will not be necessary | 

| 











to reprint the bill. I ask, therefore, only that the 
amendments be printed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order to | 
Print will be made by common consent. 


orado.’’ Idoit atthe request of the | 


I shall ask the Sentate to take up the loan bill. 


special order at one. 


Mr. PEARCE. I move to make it the special | 
order for to-morrow, at half past twelve o’clock. || 


| 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR. 


Mr. BIGLER. I offer the following resolu- || 


tion, and ask for its present consideration: 
Resolved, That the commissioners appointed by the sey- 


Sitting of the said convention. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, Mr. FESSENDEN, and 
| others, objected to the consideration of the reso- 
| lution; and it was laid over under the rule. 


REPORT ON COMMERCIAL RELATIONS, 


| 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a letter from the Secretary of State, commu- 
nicating, in obedience to law, the annual report of 
the commercial relations of the United States with 
foreign nations, for the year 1860. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move that it be printed, 
| and that it lie on table. ’ 
| The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. LATHAM submitted the following order; 


which was referred to the Committee on Printin 


os 
g: 

Ordered, That five thousand extra copies of the annual 
report of the commercial relations of the United States with 
| foreign nations, for the year 1860, be printed. 


IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bill and joint resolution from the 
House of Representatives were sev¢ rally read 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated 
below: 

A bill (H. R. No. 925) granting a pension to 
| Larkin Tally, of Tennessee—to the Committee 
| on Pensions. 
| A joint resolution (H. R. No. 70) to quiet title 
to lands in the State of lowa—to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. POWELL. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 
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by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockxron. 


an amendment to the title of the bill. || ,, Phe House met at twelve o’clock m., Prayer | 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and | 


approved. 


BRANCIL OF BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD. | 


Mr. CARTER, by unanimous consent, report- 


| ed back from the Committee for the District of 
| Columbia Senate bill No. 277, supplementary to 


an act entitled ** An act to authorize the. exten- 
sion, construction, and use of a lateral branch of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad into and within 
the District of Columbia,’’ with a substitute. The 
bill and the substitute were recommitted to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


COLUMBIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. CARTER also, by unanimous consent, | 
reported back from the same committee a bill to | 


amend an act to incorporate the Columbian Institu- 


tion for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumband | 


the Blind, and to make an appropriation therefor; 
which was read a first and second time, recommit- 
ted to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR. 


Mr. BRANCH. | ask the unanimous consent || 


of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the commissioners of States who assem 
ble in this city to-day be allowed admission to the floor of 
the House. 


No ebjection was made; and the resolution was 


] 
| merce 
i agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Move to make ita special | 
| order at half past twelve o’clock. There is a | 


eral States to attend a convention to be held in this city, | 
to-day, be admitted to the floor of the Senate during the | 
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| Mr. KUNKEL. I send upa resolution relat- 
| Ing to the same subject, and ask leave to offer it. 
| Phe Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives or other suitable apartment in the Capitol be, 
}} and the same is hereby, tendered for the use and accom 
modation of the commissioners now present in this city, 
|} With authority and tnstructions from the several States rep 
}| resented, to consult upon the best means of setting the 
| unfortunate difficulties between the two sections, and re 
storing peace, tranquillity, and fraternal Union to the whole 
country. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Oh,1 object to that. 

|| Mr. BRANCH. My resolution only allows 
|| the privilege of the floor to these commissioners, 
| Mr. LOVEJOY. _ Lobject to that. We do not 
|| Want them upon this floor. I wish they would 
| 





| go home. 
Mr. BRANCH. Does not the objection of the 
| gentleman from Illinois to my resolution come 
too late. 

The SPEAKER. The objection comes too 
late. The resolution of the gentleman from North 
Carolina has been agreed to. 


CRITTENDEN COMPROMISE. 
Mr. WILSON. [ask leave to present a peti- 


tion of five hundred citizens of Montgomery 

county, Indiana, asking the Senators and Repre- 

sentatives from that State to vote for the Critten- 

|| den compromise. I will only say that, with high 

|| respect to these my neighbors, Poe vote for 
the measures which they seem to favor. 

| ‘The petition was laid on the table. 

| Mr. BRIGGS. I ask leave to introduce a me- 

'morial from the citizens of Chester, in Orange 

| county, in the State of New York, asking Con- 

| gress to compromise our national difficulties on 
the principles of the border State committee prop- 

-osiuon. Itisa good sign, Mr. Speaker, to see the 

citizens of the rural districts sending up petitions 

| here asking for compromise to save the country 

| from dissolution. 

| ‘The memorial was laid on the table. 

| 

| 





Mr. BURNETT. I call for the regular order 


| of business. 

MILITIA AND ARMS, ETC. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
_Munication from the War Department, transmit- 
ting a return of the militia of the United States, 
and of arms and accouterments for the year 1860, 
according to the act of 2d March, 1803: also a 
transcript of the official Army Register for 1860, 
in compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of June 14, 1848; which were lu.d 
on the table, and ordered to be printed 


VARIOUS PROPOSITIONS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There isa 


rivate bill before the House which came up last 
| Monday. I desire to have it taken up and passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I propose that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and I move that the debate on the pend- 
ing amendment in that committee shall terminate 
|| in two hours after the committee shall resume its 
consideration. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio to allow me to give notice to the 
Elouse that I intend, at an early day, during the 
morning hour, to bring before the House for its 
consideration, the bill reported back from the 
cominittee of five (H. R. No. 969) further to pro- 
vide for the collection of duties on imports. | 
wish gentlemen to examine the bill. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND. When does the gen- 
|| teman propose to bring it up? 
|| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Atan early day. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 desire to Say to the yen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN, ] that there ure 
| Some gentlemen on this side who desire to dis- 
| cuss the report of the committee of thirty-three, 
One of them is now entitled to the floor; and I 
Suppose we might as well take up that matter 
now, and let the Chiriqui matter go over, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it better to get 
through with the deficiency bill at once. There 
|| are many persons waiting for their money appro- 
priated in it. 





SEIZURE OF THE NEW ORLEANS MINT. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to waive his motion fora moment until 


[ offer a resolution to which I think there will be 
| no objection. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Well, send it up. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Lask leave to offer the 
following resolution, to which, think, there ought 
to be no objection, and to which I hope there will 
be no objection: 


Whereas it is reported that near a million dollars, con- 
sisting of the money of the United States and of individual 
depositors, was lately in the custody of the superintendent 
of the mint of the United States at the city of New Or- 
feans; and whereas it is also reported that that officer has 
refused to pay a drait of the United States out of their own 


the contents of said mint to the use of the revolutionary 
authorities in the State of Louisiana, and has put the Uni 
ted States at defiance ; and whereas it is also reported that 
the same revolutionary authorities have seized the custom- 
house of the United States at said city : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
spectfully requested to communicate to this House, at an 
early day, if, in his judgment, not incompatible with the 
public interests, the facts in relation to the aforesaid mat- 
ters, and what, if any, steps he has taken or contemplates 
to recover possession of said treasure and property. 

Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman from Illi- 
nois will just offer his resolution of inquiry, I 
will offer no objection to it; but with the preamble 
to his resolution I think it objectionable. I there- 
fore cannot go for the preamble, but I will go for 
the resolution with a great deal of cheerfulness. 
I cannot agree to the reception of the resolution 
in its present form. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. The preamble only re- 
cites what is represented to be matters of report. 
Jt avers nothing. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand that. If the 
gentleman will just call on the President of the 
United States to furnish any information not in- 
compatible with the publie service, in regard to 
the seizure of money belonging to the Federal 
Government, in the city of New Orleans, or in 
regard to the refusal to pay drafts drawn on any 
United States officer there by the Government, I 
will vote for it; but I cannot agree to its reception 
in its present form. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It seems to me that the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ulinois 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I object to 
debate. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
the modification suggested. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to amend the reso- 
luuon of the gentleman from Illinois, so as to 
callon the President for any information in his 
possession in regard to this matter. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I acceptthe modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 
the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I am surprised that 
any member of this House should object toa res- 
olution of this kind. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. And Iam 
surprised that a gentleman, professing to enter- 
tain the principles held by the gentleman from 
Illinois, should present sucha resolution. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I am surprised that 
any gentleman here, objecting to submission, 
should not object to the usurpations of revolu- 
tionary authorities. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I deny all 
the allegations in the preamble of the gentleman’s 
resolution. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. There is no allegation 
in the preamble, sir. It only recites what pur- 
ports to be matter of report, and the resolution is 

redicated on that. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. If we were 
to base resolutions on every idle newspaper report, 
we would have plenty to do. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I must object to debate. 
The gentleman from North Carolina objected to 
my making a remark. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Several gentlemen desire 
that the debate on the report of the committee of 
thirty-three shall be carried on in evening session. 
I therefore ask unanimous consent that a recess 
shall be taken from four o’clock till seven for this 
week for debate. 

Mr. LOGAN. Thope that the proposition will 
not be adopted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis proposed for the benefit 
of gentlemen generally. 

Mr. LOGAN, If the evening session is for the 

urpose of allowing gentlemen to read what they 
ave written as speeches, I have no objection; 





I am willing to accept 


I object to 


but gentlemen who have the floor now are not in } 
the habit of reading communications tothe House, || 
and do not want to speak in the night to the Chair, | 





without wh one to pay attentionto them. I have 


been here 
at any of them. - 

Mr. SHERMAN. I never attend nightsessions. 
Mr. LOGAN. Now, sir, if evening sessions 


|| are to be held for the purpose of allowing gentle- 
money in his custody, and has appropriated the whole of | 


sete ee 
ee. 


| pending before the House; but I do not under- 


men to read written speeches, I have no objection. 

jut [have a right to the floor whenever the House 
takes up the report of the committee of thirty- 
three. { have no written speech. I never write 
one; and do not intend to speak at night to empty 
benches, and hope the House will not force me 
to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have only made the mo- 
tion for the benefit of other gentlemen entirely. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, sir, it will be no benefit 
tome. I do not want to speak at any night ses- 
sion. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would suggesta 
compromise in relation to this question. I pro- 
pore that none but extemporaneous speeches shall 
xe made in the morning, and none but written 
speeches shall be made at night. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. CAREY. I take this opportunity ofascer- 
taining, if lL ean, what a gentleman has to do in 
this House in order to obtain the floor to speak. 

Mr. KILGORE. Oh, that is a bargain to be 
made with the Chair. 

Mr. CAREY. I have been wanting to makea 
few remarks for ‘some time, upon the matters 


stand precisely the way of getting the floor. I 
understand there is a system here of farming out 
the floor, and that a gentleman cannot have the 
right to speak except he complies with all the 
requirements of that system. I want to know 
how, precisely, the right is to be obtained? How 
did the gentleman from Illinois obtain that right? 

Mr. LOGAN. I obtained the right by coming 
here and sitting here until ten o’clock for two 
sucessive nights before I could succeed in being 
recognized by the Chair. 

Mr.CAREY. Thatisall very satisfactory, as 


far as the gentleman is concerned; but that does 





not answer the question how these rights are 
generally claimed? 

Mr. LOGAN. That is the way I obtained my 
right. 

“Mr. CAREY. Well, sir, 1 hear of gentlemen 
having their names recorded for the floor for weeks 
before the subject even comes up for discussion. I 
protest against such a practice prevailing here. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
is laboring under a very great mistake, so far as 
the Chair is concerned, in supposing that gentle- 
men’s names are recorded for the floor for weeks 
in advance. The gentleman from Ohio has never 
informed the Chair of his desire to address the 
House. The Chair never heard a word of it 
before. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
MAN] will prevail. In reply to the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Locan,] I have only to say that but 
few speeches delivered in this House are listened 


to, but are read by the constituencies of the gen- | 


tlemen who deliver them on this floor, and their 
respective merits passed upon by the people of 
the country. I do not propose to read a written 
essay; but I do desire to submit my views to the 
House on the political crisis, and then to review 
and write them out, that my constituents and the 
people of my State may know my views on the 
subject. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is, shall the House take a recess for the 
present week from four o’clock to seven o’clock, 


for the purpose of debate only? 
Mr. LOGAN. I object. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Why, sir, I understand the 
debate upon this subject is to be closed on’ Thurs- 
day. 

he SPEAKER. The question before the 
House, then, is upon closing debate in two hours 
on the pending amendment of the Senate to the 
deficiency bill. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman 


| from Ohio yields to me to offer a resolution for | 


| reference only. ' 
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uring two of the night sessions, and || 
I have not noticed the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. || 
| SHERMAN 






HER- || 


| 
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Mr. KILLINGER. [object to any resolution 

The motion of Mr. Suerman was agreed to. 
and the order made that debate be closed on the 
pending amendment of the Senate to the deficiene 

ill, in two hours after the consideration of th 
same shall be resumed in the Committee of the 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the rules 
| be suspended, and that the House resolve jisejf 
| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
| House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Buryery 
| in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of t}o 
| special order, being the Senate amendments to the 
| bill (H.. R. No. 866) to supply deficiencies in tho 

appropriations for the service of the fiscal! year 

ending June 30, 1861, the pending question being 
on Mr. Morse’s amendment to the third amend. 
ment of the Senate, as follows: 

Add at the end of the amendment as follows: 
| Provided, That no part of the sum hereby appropriated 
shall be drawn from the Treasury until after such conditions 
and regulations have been established by the President jy, 
reference to supplying coal under said contract, and for t\\. 
performance ot all the provisiorts of the same, as will fyi) 
protect the United States against the failure or incapacity 
of said Thompson or said Chiriqui Improvement Compan) 
| tofulfill itsstipulations: Provided further, That the United 
States shall acquire no right of sovereignty over any terr 
tory in the Republic of New Granada or Costa Rica, yor 
any right to transport troops or munitions of war over such 
territory under or by virtue of the contract recited in this 
act, unless the same be voluntarily consented to by said 
Republic. 

To which the following was offered by Mr. 
PorrTLe: 

Provided further, That no part of the sum hereby appro 
priated shall be paid until a railway be completed and pur 
in Operation upon the roadway named in said conditional 
contract. 

The Senate amendment being as follows: 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to carry out the 
conditional contract made by him with the Chiriqui Im 
provement Company and Ambrose W. Thompson, on the 
| 2ist day of May, 1859, for the purpose of securing to the 
United States certain valuable privileges and rights speci 
fied in said contract, and which said contract is hereby 
approved, $300,000. 

On which Mr. Morse was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MORSE addressed the committee for an 
hour in favor of a concurrence in the amendment 
of the Senate. [His remarks will be published 
in the Appendix.} 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chair- 
man, lam aware that but few gentlemen in the 
House at this time can be expected to examine a 
subject of this kind thoroughly enough to form 
a conclusion, by wading through the mass of 
matter, relevant and irrelevant, authentic and spu- 
rious, to be met with in the report in this case. 

But it became my duty, as one of the Committee 
| of Ways and Means, bound to look into this 
| thing, to examine it thoroughly from top to bot- 
j 








tom. I have done so according to the best of my 
ability, witha great desire to find it a just claim 
—for some of my most intimate friends are deeply 
interested in its success—but I have come to dif- 
ferent conclusions. These conclusions are as fol- 
| lows: 
| In the first place, Mr. Thompson has nota par- 
ticle of title to any one of the things which he 
offers to sell us; and I will demonstrate that b: 
fore I get through. In the next place, if he had 
|| the best title in the world, the privilege is not 
worth a farthing to himself or anybody else. In 
the third place, if he had the title, and if the priv 
ileges were valuable, he could not transfer them 
to the United States; and the very transfer which 
he has attempted to make now, has forfeited all 
his rights. If I do not demonstrate these things 
| clearly, and to the satisfaction of the few genUe- 
men who are accustomed to look into matters 0! 
this kind, then I have deceived myself. 

Mr. Chairman, the scene—it is well ye should 
know its location—of this South Sea bubble Is 

tract of land which makes the northern part of the 

Isthmus of Panama. I infer it from Morse’s G 
| ography, and our own treaties. I cannot be mis- 
taken in that, so far as the New Granadian con- 
| 














tract is concerned. It is the northern part of the 
Isthmus of Panama, about sixty or seventy mics 
north of the railroad that crosses at Panama. That 
railroad is forty-seven miles in length. From 
lagoon of Chiriqui to the town of David, where 
\| the first grant goes—and which the chairman of 
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the Committee on Naval Affairs candidly admits 
authorizes nothing but a clay turnpike—is sev- 
poty-five miles. 
“The other route, granted by Costa Rica, from 
Golfita to the Atlantic ocean, is between ninety 
! one hundred miles in length, selecting almost 
widest part of the Isthmus of Panama. The 
two oceans are divided at these points by achain 
of yountains called the Cordilleras; the lowest 
-jovation of which is four thousand two hundred 
end seventy feet, and the highest about nine thou- 
cand feet. The engineer says he looked down 
from a height of eight thousand feet, and above 
him, towering sublime, he had a spectacle of a 








yoleano, which went up, | do not know how high. | 


the grant for the purpose of transporting soldiers, 
ammunition, and munitions of war, across the 
Isthmus? 
cross the Alps was mere child’s play in compar- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


T 


Why, sir, the attempt of Bonaparte to | 


ison with the attempt to cross these South Amer- 


ican mountains with soldiers and munitions of 
war. If, then, you grant the right of Thompson, 


which he proposes now to cede, 1t confers no pres- | 


_ent value to the Government in respect to the 


The country is uninhabited on the Atlantic side, | 


fifty miles each way, except by a small village of 


necroes. On the Pacific side, there are afew towns. | 


One of them the engineer gravely sets forth as of 

siderable importance, for he says there are 
eizity families in it. In other words, the whole 
country is uninhabited; and the Government of 
the province is offering to give away all the lands 


to any persons who will colonize them, without | 


asking anything for it. 

The New Granadian grantis a grant to Ambrose 
Thompson to improve an old provincial road 
which had been opened fourteen years before that 
erant, so as to make it passable with wheeled 
vehicles from the Chiriqui lagoon to the city of 
David. 


transportation of munitions of war in return for 
the $300,000 which this billappropriates. Itis, in 
fact, the right to travel a road that is inaccessible 
to anything but goats—or mules, which is about 
the same thing. [Laughter.] 

Now, suppose we had the title perfected: the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Morse] was candid 
enough to admit that it would be of no present 
value to the Government. But, sir, what we are 


buying is the present value. We are not buying | 


the road at what it will be when it is finished— 


| which, permit me to say, will, in my judgment, 


be not many days before the rendering up of our 
final accounts. [Laughter.] We are now pay- 
ing this money, and we have not the assurance 
of a single dollar that it will ever be finished. 


Why, sir, if it is ever finished, it must be at the | 


| expense of millions of dollars; and Mr. Thomp- 


When that road is opened, and is so cer- | 


tified by the Governor, then the grantee has the | 


right to transport and charge tolls upon it to all 
except the Government of New Granada. 

Now, sir, what was that provincial road? About 
twenty years ago, fourteen years from the date 
of the grant, the Government of Chiriqui—a pro- 
vince uninhabited except by a few Yankees who 
went there to speculate—opened a road by blaz- 
ing the trees from the town of David to th@Chiriqui 

roon. 


with wheeled vehicles. After that the right 
was to attach, and not before. 


That is the road which was to be opened | 
end improved ina solid way, so as to make it pass- 


Now, it is not pretended that the road is pass- || 


ible for wheeled vehicles. Mr. Thompson him- 
elf, who is an ingenious man, admits that the 


have cut it open wide enough for wheeled veli- | 
cles for two or three Jeagues; but that they have | 
c 


it down the trees for the rest of the distance, 
so that mules can pass from one point to the other, 
and have got the certificate of Mr. Morel and 
others that they have known it to be passed ** even 
with loaded beasts of burden.’’ Now, my friend, 


who has argued so eloquently on the value of com- | 


merce over mountains eight thousand feet high, 
has not told us how it is that any right attaches, 
which was not to attach till after the certificate of 
the Governor. There is no such certificate among 
these papers. He has not examined it; but there 
is a certificate by the alcalde. 

Mr. MORSE. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania will do me the justice to say that I set no 


value on this road, except in regard to the coal | 


grounds. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The gen- | 


tleman from Maine is candid in that. He does 
not rely on it as a railroad. Other gentleman 
have made that the chief burden of their song; and 
one ingenious gentleman from New York [Mr. 
SIcKLEs] went so far as to say that the right to im- 
provea road soas to make it passable for wheeled 


vehicles, meant a railroad; and heasks the House | 
There is as much nonsense in that | 


to believe it. 
is in the rest. 


pay 


But, sir, I say that up to this 





‘ay there never has a wheeled vehicle of any kind | 
passed between the lagoon of Chiriqui and the | 


Pacific ocean. But they have certificates that 
ire before us, by which any gentleman can ascer- 
‘ain, by looking into these reports—one, two, 
‘iree, and four certificates of most respectable 
ntemen—that the road has actually been passed 


‘rom sea to sea, with leaded beasts of burden. And 
nat 


»e valid with Mr. Thompson. But, sir, it is ad- 
mitted that no road has ever been approved over 
t 

be gun; that there has not been done the first work 
'N reference to it. Now, I ask what is the pres- 
ent value of the privilege which this contract 
erants us, to cross the Isthmusat that point? Re- 
member, Iam now speaking of the transit. What 


‘iat is the grant they propose to convey to us. | 
Mr. Chairman, I am now supposing this grant to | 


‘iat route; it is admitted that no railroad has been | 


(| cates. 


son is not the shrewd man I take him to be—and | 


I know him well; I know him to be amost adroit 
man; just the man to get up’this kind of a spec- 
ulation; but I say he would lose his character for 


sagacity and his character for truth, if, after get- | 
| ting hold of this $300,000, he ever felt called upon 
| to spend a dollar there. 
| know the man well enough, and his sagacity well 


[Laughter.] 


| there long ago. 


| and said there was coal there. 


Tol 


no evidence that any certificate has been given by 
the Government of the province. We have also 
the certificate of Mr. Morel, who, as we are in- 
formed, was the first to denounce the road, and 
therefore to acquire a title to it; and I think we 
shall continue to denounce the road as a very 
great swindle. 

Well, sir, it is said there are coal mines there; 
that coal has actually been taken, and that it ex- 
ists there in inexhaustible quantities. Why, sir, 
if coal actually existed there so that it could be 
excavated and sold for fifty cents a ton cheaper 
than that brought from Virginia, from Peunsyl- 
vania, and from Liverpool, do you suppose it 
would not have been opened by this enterprising 
Yankee? The whole story is too incredible to 
believe. I believe that Dr. Evans was‘sold by 
these men, who induced him to really believe it 
existed there. Why, sir, if coal existed there in 


|| accessible localities, do you suppose the whole 


Yankee nation, with the exorbitant prices paid for 
coal in that region, would have allowed the mines 
to remain unopened to this time? No, sir; two 
thirds of the people of Maine would have been 
Laughter.] But gentlemen say 
that that question has been decided; that Dr. 
Evans, the geologist, has made an examination, 
Well, sir, lL have 


nothing to say against Dr. Evans. I have read 


|| with great admiration his book on the dirts in 


I say, I | 


enough, to be perfectly sure that such a thing will | 


never take place under God’s heaven. If he once 
gets hold of this $300,000, after paying off his 
assistants in getting it through thie House, he 
will put the balance in his pocket, and be a rich 
man. 
ing us to vote for such a measure as this. 


I do 


3ut here are gentlemen in this House ask- | 


not know what is operating upon them; I know | 


they are honest. [Laughter.] 
capable; but | know they are terribly deluded in 
some way. 

But there isanother view of this matter to which 
I wish to call the attention of this House. I have 
been presenting the matter as if Ambrose W. 


| Thompson had the title which he proposes to grant. 


But I will say that he has not any title to it; not 
a particle. By the New Granadian grant, which 
is to be found in this report of the gentleman from 


Maine, on page 14, let us see at what period this | 


grant is to be vested in Mr. Thompson. It is 
stipulated in article three, that, so soon as the im- 


| provement of the whole road shall be concluded 


according to the terms stipulated in the ordinance 


I know they are | 


—that is, to make a good passable road for the | 
transit of wheeled vehicles—Mr. Thompson, or | 


his representative, shall so inform the Governor 
of the province, so that he himself, or by a com- 


mission appointed for the purpose, may, in com- | 


pany with Mr. Thompson, or his representative, | 


proceed to inspect the work, and judge whether 


or not the conditions of the contract have been ful- || 


filled by the grantee, and in the affirmative case 


| to declare him in full exercise of all the rights and 


prerogatives acquired under this privilege. 
Now, sir, there has never been such a com- 

mission. 

of these documents, that the Governor has in 


It is not pretended or set forth in any || 


any way certified that he has examined the work. | 
There are certain certificates that the road has | 


been opened to a certain extent, and these certifi- 
cates come from very respectable persons. They 


say that the road has been opened to a certain | 


extent, so as to be crossed even by beasts of bur- 
den; that is repeated three times in these certifi- 


One certificate is from a Yankee bv the | 


| name of James Agnew, to whom, some time ago, || 


| now St. James Agnew. 


the grant was made; but not having the right || tract with the Secretary of the Navy upon any 


name exactly to give certificates likely to be avail- 


able for southern grants such as that, his name | 


has been metamorphosed into Sefior Santiago 
Agnew. [Much laughter. 
“his is one of the per- 
sons whose certificate is depended on to establish 


| where coal mines were said to exist. 


Oregon, which he has been getting up for years 
at a very great expense to the Government, and 
which is not of a particle of value to any human 
being. [Laughter.] He says they gathered a 
barrel of the coal and took it to Norfolk, where 
it has beenanalyzed. Well,sir, about thirty years 
ago—of course before my time—there was a great 
excitement in a certain locality in Pennsylvania, 
Some gen- 
tlemen went up and made an examination in sev- 
eral places and founda plenty of coal. They tried 
it at the blacksmith’s, they had it analyzed, and 
ascertained that it contained a proper quantity of 
oil, and the man sold his land for a fabulous price; 
but afterwards it turned out that the man had been 
engaged for three wecks in carting coal to the lo- 
cality, and that there were no coal mines there. 
Well, sir, Mr. Morel, the gentleman who de- 


| nounced this property, it seems took the geologist 


to the very spot where the coal was to be found, 
helped him get out some of it and put it into a 
barrel, and upon that statement we are asked to 
believe that there is an inexhaustible quantity in 
that region. 

Mr. MORSE. I desire to say a single word in 
justice to Dr. Evans, whose character the gentle- 


| man from Pennsylvania calls in question. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Oh, no, 
sir; notatall. His character is as good as any 
geologist’s. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MORSE. Thecoal which Dr. Evans took 
was blasted from the rock. He saw it done. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If there be 
coal there, rest assured that it will be mined and 
prepared for sale whenever it is profitable to do 
so; and when it can be procured at rates lower 
than the present ones in that region, | have no 
doubt we can purchase it, as well as all others, 
without any necessity for the payment of the sum 
of $300,000. 

And Mr. Morel has conferred another valuable 
grant to this company; and that is, the construc- 
tion of a canal over the intervening mountains, if 
ever any such thing can possibly be accomplished. 
But suppose the tite of the company were good, 


/ and there was a perfect utility in it. 


Mr. IRVINE. Do the reports show any obli- 
gation on the part of the Government of New 


| Granada or Costa Rica, or of the Chiriqui com- 


pany, to mine the coal to supply our Government 
at the coal stations mentioned in Thompson’s con- 


terms? 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. There is 


no obligation on the part of anybody to mine it. 


In other words, it is | 


the case sought to be made out before this House. | 


3ut, sir, the whole thing is as bold a thing as was 
ever gotten up by honest men. [Great laughter.] 
But, sir, even with the certificate of my Yankee 
friend, who, by the way, did not certify that there 


‘Ss the value to the United States at this time, of || is a passable road for wheeled vehicles, there is | 


If they mine it, I believe we are to pay the com- 
pany ten per cent. in addition to their expenses. 

Suppose the title is perfect: let us see whether 
we can possibly buy it. You will observe that 
Mr. Thompson enters into a long preamble in his 
contract with the Secretary of the Navy. Is not 
this the same maz Thompson who was engaged 
in the live-oak contracts under this same Secretary 
of the Navy? Mr. Thompson grants to us full 
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—— of navigating and using all ports and | 
’ 


arbors in that neighborhood. Who believes that 
he has any control over them? Nobody can be- 
lieve that he can confer any such privileges. No 
doubt Mr. Thompson has been induced to make 
this offer by the example of the ancient speculator 


who, from the top of a high mountain, offered the || 7 
| purchase, then? 


kingdoms of the earth, which he did not own an 
inch of. a 
But he has granted something more. He has 


granted the right to transport troops and muni- || 


tions of war across this road. Does not the grant 
from New Granada provide that troops and mu- 
nitions of war belonging to a foreign Government 
shall not pass over that road unless with its con- 
sent? Certainly itdoes. But my friend says, why, 


—————— 


to be sure, we had better pay this and then get | 


permission from the Government of New Gra- 
nada. My idea is, that we had better get permis- 
sion first, and when we have obtained it, in my 
opinion, we are in a condition to know exactly 


what we are getting for our money. When we || 


buy from Mr. Thompson, or this company, we 
get no privilege. By the language of his grant, 


any infraction of its provisions, it is stated, shall | 


be its revocation. Thatisnotall. Mr. Thomp- 
son is fully authorized to transfer his privileges 
to any person or persons, company or companies, 


with the sole condition that that road shall be | 
improved; but in no case can he transfer any of 


them to any foreign Government. After that, 
will anybody tell me what we are after? [Laugh- 
ter.] Will anybody tell me what it is we are 
to get? 
| admit that Costa Rica, which lies north and 
adjoining New Granada, has granted to Mr. 
Thompson, since the contract was first drawn 
out, the right to make a railroad, and put it into 
operation, from the gulf of Golfito to the Pacific 
ocean, about one hundred miles. In the first 
lace, has he any title? By the terms of the grant, 
1e was to build that road and put it into opera- 
tion before he got atitle. Not only that. He 
was, at the expiration of six months from the time 
his contract was approved, to deposit $100,000 in 
the treasury of Costa Rica. Six months have ex- 
a and $100,000 remains yet undeposited. The 
1onorable gentleman from New York said that 
the grant had not been approved by the Congress 
of Costa Rica; and that, therefore, the six months 
yet remained. If that be so, then why are we 
asked to buy the grant as good, if it has not yet 
been approved? It has never been before the Con- 
gress of Costa Rica; and we do not know that it 
will be approved. We are asked, sir, to pay the 
$300,000 before it is pretended the grant has any 
validity. 
Not only that. By the very terms of the grant, 
we have no right to it. Why dol say that? In 


the grant of Costa Rica, (page 60 of the report,) | 


there are a few essential clauses. I will read: 


‘* Arr. 14. The grantees shall notat any time be permitted | 


to disembark or trans port, nor consent to the transportation 
or disembarkation, at any time whatsoever, across the rail- 


read, of troops, arms, munitions of war belonging to any | 


foreign Government, or to individuals or private societies, 
fcompanies.] The Republic of Costa Rica only shall pos- 
sess this right.” 

That excludes the United States Government, 
as well as fillibuster expeditions, from acquiring 


the rights under the grant to Mr. Thompson. I | 


will read further: 
**The infraction of this article by the grantees, their 
agents, or those charged with the direction and adminis- 


tration of the enterprise, shall forthwith work asa complete | 
nullity and forfeiture ofthe present contractin all and every | 
one of its parts, and the confiscation, not only ofsuch arms || 


and munitions of war, but also of the railroad and all its | 


works and fixtures.’ 








Mr. Thompson has consented that we shall dis- | 


embark troops there; that we shall disembark 
munitions of war; and, by the clause | have just 
read, it will be seen, by so consenting, he has 
forfeited all rights and privileges under the grant 
himself. Thatis not all. I will read again: 

* Arr. 18. The grantees at no time shall be at liberty, 
under penalty of forfeiting all the privileges of this contract, 
to transtier or to cede to any foreign Government the grant 


of concessions and privileges made to them by virtue of the 
present contract.”’ 


Can a member in Congress, having the public | 


money in charge, vote to purchase that? Let the 
yeas and nays show such members to the coun- 
try. I read again: 

* Arr. 20. The grantees, as a guarantee for the fulfill- 
ment of the obligations incurred by the present contract, 


shall deposit in the national treasury of the Republic, six | 


| 








| 
| 
} 
| 


| finished. 
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months after the approval thereof by Congress, the sum of | gain nothing but the right to use a road which 
$100,000 in cash, which amount shall be returned to them |} jg not in existence, and which never will be in 


i 


in the same form, and without interest, on the completion 
of the railroad.”’ 


| 


| 


The time fixed has expired, and yet not one | 


dollar of that sum has yet been deposited. 
not think it ever will be. 
Nothingatall. If we pass this 
appropriation, then we will pay out the public 
money without getting anything for it. 

But suppose he had the right to grant the privi- 
lege to Congress: is there a railroad there? Not 
atall. Has the first spadeful of earth been thrown 
up? Has it been located? Not at all. What are 
we buying? Weare buying the privilege of trans- 
porting our troops and munitions of war over a 
railroad, which we are prohibited from doing by 
the contract itself. The railroad has never been 
begun, never been located, and there is no guar- 
antee that it ever will be located or laid out and 
3ut whether that be so or not, it is 
enough for us, I think, to propose buying the 
privilege when it is worth buying. 

I do not know that [ know anything about rail- 
roads myself, although it has been my fortune to 
be president of one for about six or seven years. 
I do know that some of these litt!e Republics of 
Central America know more about railroads upon 
paper than anywhere else. Anybody who knows 
anything about railroads, however, knows from 
the report of this engineer that it is the emanation 
of a man who is deceived, or of an ignorant man. 
He states that the average of the grades between 


| the two oceans is five hundred and eighty feet; 
but that it can be reduced to two hundred and 


ninety feet by doubling—thatis by running twenty 
miles this way then twenty miles that, and so on. 
Does anybody believe a railroad can ever be put 
into operation upon such grades? Why, sir, you 
cannot erect a railroad with any advantage with 
curves of a radius less than five hundred feet, and 
then only when the grade does not exceed forty 
feet to the mile. So say all the authorities upon 
the subject. An attempt to make a railroad with 
two hundred and ninety feet grade by doubling, 
or cutting it off by tunneling to reduce it to that 
srade, is a matter of the imagination. You might 
as well attempt to make a railroad toa place where 
1 hope to go, but which I never knew worked to 
advantage but by one individual, who had both 
fiery steeds and an iron chariot, as to attempt to 
scale such mountains by any power which man 
possesses. 

But we are told by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Sickies,] that now is the accepted 
time, and now is the day of salvation; that if we 
lose this opportunity, we shall never again get 
such an offer; that there are moneyed men in New 
York willing to give four or five times as much 
for this privilege; that England will get it; that 
France will get it; and that we must get it now 
or never. Why, if gentlemen will look at it, they 
will see that Mi . Thompson does not grant to the 
United States an exclusive right; and that if we 
were to buy this privilege for $300,000, the same 
privilege may be sold to-morrow to these shrewd 
men in New York, and the same privilege could 
be sold to England or to France, because the right 
they pooneee to sell us is not an exclusive one. 
And there will be room enough over those mount- 
ains for all of us. This cry about other Govern- 
ments is the same cry that annexed Texas, and 
may yet seize Cuba. It is one of those fallacies 
which ought not to operate upon a sensible Con- 
gress. The gentleman from Maine, with great 
and laudable zeal, is for an extended commerce, 
and he has painted to you in glowing colors the 
advantages of commerce. Why, sir, Eve was to 
make a great deal of eating by partaking of for- 
bidden fruit; and we are to make a great deal by 
stealing a grant which we have no right to buy, 
and a privilege which then can never be enjoyed. 
Who believes that the commerce from ocean to 
ocean will cross at this point?) Who, while the 
Isthmus has twenty places narrower than this, 
believes that iaohehy in the interest of the Chiri- 
qui company grant will lay out a dollar of the sum 
we propose to give to them? The gentleman from 
Maine said we would go on and improve it. The 
gentleman shakes his head. Thatis right; because 
there is no power given to the United States. If 
Thompson and St. James Agnew do not make 
this road, there will be no improvement of it, be- 
cause the United States has no such power. We 


I do | 
What do we get by the | 
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existence. 

I submit to the House whether the statements 
I have made are not founded upon the testimon, 
in this report; and whether, if there be one disin. 
_ terested man here—and I know they are all dis. 
| interested—he can cast his vote for this monstrous 

measure? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Mr. Chairnian 
it has been my purpose, since this matter has been 
under debate, to take some part in the discussion 
before the House, and I had hoped to do so whey 
I should have the opportunity to occupy a whole 
hour; and I am especially sorry that it falls to my 
| lot to have only the last half hour allowed to this 
discussion, because, following the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,]} who has just taken 
his seat, I feel that a little more ought to be de. 
voted to the subject. 

I am a young man, and one of my great duties 
as such ina deliberative assembly, is to learn; and 
I feel that I ought to express, in all humility, my 
gratitude tothe gentleman from Pennsylvania for 
the specimen which he has afforded to me of ay 
able and pertinent debate, upon a question of 
large commercial importance. I have known va- 
rious processes by which subjects in this House 
have been killed. I have seen them struck down 
by the strong hand of argument; | have seen them 
overcome by bursts of eloquence; but I have never 
before seen a subject so attempted to be stung to 
death by small ridicule as this has been by my dis- 
tinguished friend from Pennsylvania. Now, sir, 
I owe it to myself, as one of the Committee oy 
Naval Affairs, who assented to the report of this 
bill; as one of the members of this House, who 
at the last session took part in the debate and ad- 
vocated this measure; and I owe it to my self-re- 
| spect, after the attack of the gentleman fram Penn- 
| sylvania, to bring to the attention of this House 

the real points of this case, which, for some pur 
| pose or other, he has not presented, except to place 
them in an absurd light, and for the purpose of 
| 





attacking them with ridicule. 

Why, one would suppose there was really 
nothing in this question; that there was nothing 
of merit to commend it to the judgment of mem- 
bers; and that there was too little of honesty in it 
to allow conscientious members to vote forit. This 
measure has passed the other branch of Congress 
by thirty-eight againsteight negative votes. It has 
received in the Senate the consent of cine very best 
men in that body—the oldest, the gravest, and 
most reputable Senators of the United States. It 
has received, both as to its title and as to its com- 
mercial importance, upon which it appeals to us, 
the sanction of this nearly unanimous vote. lt 
has received the sanction of the Navy Depart- 
ment. Its title papers have been submitted to the 
examination of the Attorney General of the Uni- 
ted States, and the Attorney General has pio- 
nounced them to be in all respects competent and 
valid. The whole question, by the direction of 
Congress at the last session, has been subjected to 
examination by a commission appointed for that 
purpose, upon which Congress has expended 
$10,000. ‘That commission has returned; and ils 
report, made by scientific gentlemen, and compe- 
tent gentlemen, who have not been assailed upon 
this floor, gives entire indorsement to every claim 
which this matter made to Congress at its last 
session. 

There is nota single point of objection mate 
upon this floor at the last session of Congress 
against this Chiriqui grant which has not been 
entirely met, and conclusively met, by the report 
of thiscommission. And yet, when the Attorney 
General has certified to the validity of the ute; 
when the Government of the United States has 
deliberately contracted with the parties upon the 
faith and validity of that title; after a commission 
ofthe United States Goverament has gone out and 
made an examination into the practical value 0! 
the matter; after that commission has returned, 
fully certifying each and every point referred to 
them; and after the Senate has, by analmostunan- 
imous vote, indorsed the scheme, gentlemen get 
up here and, between a sneer and a laugh, whist¢ 
it down the wind; and honorable gentlemen, | 
does seem to me, are almost afraid, under the 10- 
fluence of the sneer and because of the laught ', 
to bring themselves up to the question in the fair 
| light of the facts and the law which relates to '% 
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and take the responsibility of voting for it. Now, | very much afraid that they have not done so, for || stand. At all events, let the communications come 
in «ir. | belong to no such class. I approve of this it does seem to me that no litde ignorance has been | together. 
ae ndment which has been passed by the Senate. exhibited as to the facts in this case in the discus- Mr. SHERMAN, Very well. 
its 1 approved of it, as a member of the Naval Com- sion which has already occurred upon this floor. Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Now, Mr. Chair- 
ny mittee, last year, upon a full examination of the |, Now, this engineer says, on page 26 of his report: man, that ¢@evelops one of the peculiar features 
n- facts. | approve of it now, upon a reéxamination “To sum up the above remarks on thre Pacific slope, itmay || ©! attack on this project before the House. Since 
IS of the old and the new facts combined. be safely assumed that itis perfectly practicable to connect I have been in Congress, | have never known a 
us Whatare the objections urged to it? My friend eS ae at ae eee project that has had so many side-bar attacks 
‘om Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] starts out, in which will a mat OE ne worked With advantage by en || made upon it as this particular Chiriqui amend- 
from re y ; ; ; gines and rolling stock generally of such patterns as are at |) . 5 | 
in, the first place, with the sweeping assertion that, SO || present in use.” | ment. Where oan from I do not know. But 
en far as the Granadian grant is concerned, there is And, then, as for the track upon the other side, | it see ms to me — the force of the assault made 
on nothing in it, and that these parties derive no title | },, says: upes is Outside of the record which is before 
$ ‘ > . = oe > 3 
en under it. Why, Mr. Chairman, that is anassertion 0h hasdi, dhecetivn; conebdte Wk wtthhe Cie teaecteter- || va wy ha of ie i 
“" of amostextravagant character. Therecord shows |) j.apility to ascend from the Culebra forks to the summit ||. *¥ 1, f say, on the testimony of these officers 
ny conclusively that the Granadian Government de- || by the ordinary railroad system; but for many reasons || of the Government, that the railroad is practicable. 
is liberately made this grant, thatthe Granadian min- || would prefer to make use of one which would adapt itself But the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sre- 
mi ister has certified to the right of the Provincial || With more pliancy to the peculiarities of that region. | vENS] insists that even if it were practicable, these 
en Legislature of Chiriqui to make it, and that it was I desire to call the attention of the committee to | partes could not carry out the conditions and 
de- made in absolute conformity with the laws of || the fact that the estimates in this report are all || rights which they propose to give to the United 
New Granada. That is on record, and it settles || surface estimates, that they are susceptible of || States in connection with it, In the first place, 
les that question. But the gentleman from Pennsyl- || being diminished from ten to fifty per cent., and || he says that, if practicak.., it will never be built. 
ind vania insists, moreover, that, even if that grant || are only estimates with reference to temporary || Now thatdoes not seem to me to bean argument 
my be good, it was a grant conditioned on the prior |) and conditional transit in anticipation of the mak- |) of force. Another gentleman, the gentleman from 
for opening of a certain road which is described in || ing of tunnels there. Gentlemen who have hap- |; Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] says that if we give these 
an it, and that that road has never been opened ex- | penne to pass over the Baltimore and Ohio railroad |, parties the $300,000, non constat that they would 
of cept for the passage of mules. Now, Mr. Chair- || before the excavation of the present tunnels—one || not put the money in their pockets, and never do 
va man, the record before the gentleman, which he |) of the greatest triumphs of engineering art in the || anything towards the construction of the road. I 
use certainly must have read, if he examined the || country—and witnessed the system there availed || do not suppose that it ever entered into the im- 
wn papers at all, shows him, by the affidavits of the to overcome elevations, must have been struck || agination of any one that $300,000 is going to do 
em very parties most competent to make these affida- |; withthe startling assertions of the gentleman from || anything towards the building of this railroad. 
ver vits in New Granada and Chirigqui, that, so far |! Pennsylvania. Everything is possible to modern |, That will take millions. But does it not occur to 
x to as the requirement of the grant is concerned be- || engineering, and I am content to take the testi- | gentlemen, in the first place, that it was not to be 
Uis- tween New Granada and these parties, that road || mony of these two gentlemen, who are experts, || assumed that this Government was a Government 
Sir, is sufficiently open to make the grant attach to || in preference to the assertions of my fellow-mem- || of fools, dealing with absolute knaves in a trans- 
on this company. | bers upon this floor. || action of this sort? Did it not occur to him, more- 
this But, Mr. Chairman, I will not go into further || Mr.SHERMAN. Before my friend from Mary- || over, that the amendment submitted by the gentle- 
vho discussion of thatnow; because itso happensthat, || land leaves that part of the case, | desire to in- || man from Maine [Mr. Morse] is an amendment 
ad- since the last session of Congress, these parties || form him that I shall read, in reply,a letter from || which provides that these knaves—so assumed 
-re- have received a grant from the province of Costa one of the assistant engineers, pronouncing it \| to be—are not to receive the first dollar of this 
nn- Rica, and that grant obviates the necessity of in- || utterly impracticable to construct that railroad. | $300,000 till the Government of the United States 
use quiring how far the New Granadian grant covers 1 Mr. SICKLES. Let me state, in reference to || 1s assured that they are able to carry out all the 
pu the right to build a railroad, because the Costa || that suggestion, that that letter proceeds from an || provisions and conditions of their contract? That 
lace tica grant gives the right specifically to construct || officer who deserted his duty, who failed to com- || Government will be headed by Mr. Lincoln. His 
e of a railroad. || ply with the instructions given to him, and who || administration will be made up of gentlemen in 
Jut, says the gentleman, even if the right has || was dismissed from the service. And, in answer |) the confidence of that wing of the House. And 
ally attached, it would be impossible to build a road. || to that letter, | shall read a letter from the com- || J put it to gentlemen now, whether, as not a sin- 
Lng Well, sir, | know gentlemen will differ when they || mander of the expedition, commenting upon his || gle dollar is to be paid to these parties, even if 
em- come to estimate the difficulties to be overcome on || conduct. | they are disposed to be rascally, till the Govern- 
in it railroad routes. Why, in his argument, the gen- || Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know the witness. | ment is satisfied that they can 1n every particular 
Phis tleman from Pennsylvania has found out that it || All I desired was to give notice to gentlemen, so || perform their obligations and promises to the 
ress is just as easy to state elevations at forty thou- || as not to take them by surprise, that I have a let- || United States, they are running such a terrible 
t has sand feet as at four thousand feet. When gentle- || ter from one of the engjneers who made the sur- |) risk? 
best men speculate loosely and yaguely about the facts || vey, who reports the route to be utterly imprac- More than that, Mr. Chairman. Thegentleman 
and in a case, it is very natural thatthey should come || ticable; and the facts he gives show that it is so. || argues that, even if this railroad were built, these 
= It to the conclusion that it is impossible to runa || Mr. SICKLES. It would appear that that eorurescen not authorize the Government of the 
com- railroad track over imaginary and impossible || engineer did not make the survey. Jnited States to carry troopsand munitions of war 
0 us, routes. | Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I understand i} across it. Well, of course they cannot; but they 
It But, Mr. Chairman, we have a right, as sensi- || that the letter to which the gentleman from Ohio || can authorize the United States to do two other 
part- ble men legislating upon an important question, || refers is from Mr. Wilson. The only informa- || valuable things, which I suppose would be alone 
o the to recur with some sort of reliance to the inform- || tion I havein reference to himis what I derive from || a sufficient consideration for the purchase-money. 
Uni- ction furnished us by our own Government offi- || this report, in which the chief engineer charged One of these is, the transmission of mails free of 
pro- cers. Now, 1 do not know who Mr. St. Clair || with this work reports Wilson as having been || charge. That they can do; because the existin 
tand Morton may be, except that he is a topograph- || negligent and incompetent in the discharge of his || treaty between New Granada and the United 
on of ical engineer in the service of the United States. I | duties; that Wjlson was sent out to make an ex- || States grants to the Government of the United 
ted to know also that he is well thought of by the Depart- || ploration, lost himself in some extinct volcano in || States that the right of transit across the Isthmus 
+ that ment, for ability as an engineer; because he has the mountains, and returned to the point of depart- || of Panama on any roads of communication then 
nded recently been promoted to be the engineer of the || ure, and remained there for six weeks doing noth- || existing, or that might thereafter be constructed, 
nd its water-works in this District; and the Government ing, instead of attending to the practical business |, shall be forever free to the Government of the Uni- 
uape- of the United States placed him in charge of this || of the expedition. Now, if that be the gentle- || ted States and the citizens thereof. The treaty 
upon most important work in Chiriqui, during the vaca- || man’s witness, I shall read, as against his testi- || then goeson to specify what things may pass over, 
claim tion. I therefore think it is fair to esteem him to || mony, the testimony of the engineer in charge and || and mails among them. 
s last be a competent engineer; and after having sur- || his second assistant engineer, who show that the Now it is true that the fourteenth section of the 
veyed this route, he comes back and reports to || road is entirely practicable; and I think my two || agreement between Costa Rica and these grantees 
made this Government that that country is perfectly || witnesses will override the gentleman’s witness, || says that they shall not transport arms and mu- 
gress practicable fora railroad; a report which is inevery || Ifthe gentleman wants to read that letter I will || nitions of war across the road. The Government 
. been particular against the sweeping assertions of the || listen to it now || of Costa Rica retains that power to itself. Did 
report gentleman from Pennsylvania. In that opinion ‘| Mr.SHERMAN. I will send it to the Clerk’s || gentlemen who are legislating here, themselves as 
orney the chief engineer is sustained by the testimony || desk. || a coérdinate branch of this great Government, 
title; of the second assistant engineer under him, who, || Mr. SICKLES. I suggest that the gentleman || suppose that the Republic of Costa Rica was 
s has l understand, is a gentleman of high attainments || wait till | send for the other letter from the engi- || going to bargain away to a mere railroad company 
yn the in his profession. These two gentlemen concur || neer who completed the survey which this one || a right that is inherent to her sovereignty, which 
ission in Saying in this report that that country is sus- | abandoned. involves her position and her responsibilities as a 
utand ceptible of having a railroad cross it with success. || Mr..SHERMAN. I will state still further, that |) neutral Power? She would not concede it to this 
lue . Well, now, sir, [donot think that gentlemen, with || the character and capacity of the engineer is cer- || company; but, under the law of nations, the Uni- 
arnee, any justice to themselves, or toa maiter of legisla- || tified to by a gentleman of the highest character | ted States would have a right to transport arms 
red to tion before them, can throw aside the testimony || in Pennsylvania. and munitions of war on thatroad, unless they were 
unan- accumulated for them by their own Government, Mr. SICKLES. Well, wait till I get the offi- | transporting them in aid of some Government 
en gee and the testimony of ccmpetent professional men, || cial reply of the person who made the survey | with which Costa Rica was at war. Then they 
vhistie and allow themselves to be swayed and controlled || which this man pretended to make. would become contraband; and as contraband 
nen, It y the assertions of individual members. | Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. If my friend |, only,they are prohibited by the fourteenth section 
the in- Mr. Chairman, I have not time to go into anex- || from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] has to back upthe re- of the contract. ; 
ighter, amination and analysis of what these engineers || sponsibility of his correspondent, I prefer not to Mr. Chairman, 1 cannot dwell on this. The 
P a4 say. I havea right to assume that gentlemen || entertain it; because the Gqvernment of the United |, attention of the committee was called to the matter 
S to liy 


Upon this floor have read this report; but I am || States sustains the witnesses whom I put on the 


of coal at the last session. of Congress, when it 
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was up before the House. It was then objected | Now, Mr. Chairman, I discover that I have but | 


that there was no coal there; that it was all idle 
nonsense; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Srevens,] in order to maintain that theory, 
now gocs so far, in the face of the prd®f, as to im- 
pute to Mr. Morell or Mr. Agnew the carting to 
a particular place of certain loads of coal, and 
depositing them, in order to carry out this gross 
deception. Sir, itis hardly possible to look at the 
testimony in the pages ve this executive docu- 
ment, and not see that not only is coal there, but 
that itis there in almost exhaustless quantities. It 
is there on the very borders of the bay, so that it 
crops out. And itis stated by the geologist, and 
shown by the analysis of Dr. Jackson, to be of 
the best possible quality for the use of the Navy. 
Certainly, that testimony out to outweigh the mere 
assertions of gentlemen. 

jut | observe that my friend from New York 


{Mr. Porrie] objected, the other day, that if there | 
was coal there, it was six miles from any point | 
In con- | 


where it could be got out by the vessels. 
nection with that | want to make two remarks. 
On j— 

Mr. POTTLE. Will the gentleman from 
Maryland allow me to set him right?) What I did 
say was, that the coal lands were six miles from 
the land proposed to be conveyed to the Govern- 
ment under this contract. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Well, in point 


of fact, | think my friend is mistaken, because | 


this testimony shows that while there is coal at 
Changuinola river, six miles from the point where 
we get this land, and while that river is naviga- 
ble, and the coal therefore accessible, there are, in 
the very lands to be conveyed to the United States, 
places where the coal crops out on the very edge 
of the bay, and from which it can be absolutely 
put on board ships lying right under the bluff. 


Mr. Chairman, the pages of this report demon- | 


strate that there is an immense quantity of coal 
there. The coal has been brought home, not in 
cargocs for use, but in samples for analysis. An 
analysis has been made, and the good quality of 
the coal has been fally and successfully estab- 
lished. But gentlemen seem to overlook another 
thing which the Government of the United States 
gets by this transfer. We showed, in our report 
to the House last session, that, by this arrange- 
ment, the Government would save, in the cost of 
coal, as compared with its present expenditure, 
$230,000 a year, 

I desire, further, to call the attention of the com- 


mittee to the fact that instead of this $300,000 be- | 


ing an enormous outlay, the whole amount would 


be saved by the Government in two years and | 
Indeed, almost | 
the whole amount would be saved in the course of | 
the first year or two, in the cost of the store-ships | 


less, on the single item of coal. 


and supply-ships which the Government now 
has lying at Panama and Aspinwall. I desire the 
committee to take into consideration this fact: 
that the United States not only gets the coal it 


may use,under this contract, at a cheaper rate, | 
’ , 


but it also gets naval stations right upon the shore 
of these bays upon the Atlantic an 


most magnificent on the continent; that the waters 
are fathoms deep right up to the very land. The 
engineer’s report as to the timber states that upon 
this tract of land ceded to the United States the 
timber is most abundant, and of the best kind for 
ship-building. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, the Government of New | 


Granada had the right to cede to these parties these 
ten thousand acres of land. These parties had 
the right to cede these lands to the Government of 
the United States. They propose to do so, in 
express accordance, as gentlemen will find, with 
one of the provisions of the New Granadian con- 
stitution. ‘They will find, upon page 13, that 
the New Granadian Senate ase it is desir- 
able that the United States, and other Govern- 
ments, should come and locate them, and that they 
should have the rights which citizens under that 
Government enjoy. The United States, I say, 
therefore, will not only derive an ultimate benefit 
from this appropriation of $300,000, but they will 
save $230,000 in a single year in the single item 
of coal. ‘They will save largely in establishing 
naval stations, and in obtaining timber for ship- 
building. And naval stations alone will reduce 
the expense of keeping store and supply-ships at 
other points $200,000 per annum. 


Pacific side. | 


Captain Engle testifies that these bays are the | 


| ment cannot go. 


two or three minutes of my time left, and I desire | 
the attention of the committee to some points that 
I shall recapitulate. I say that this executive doc- || 
ument substantiates the positions taken by the || 
Committee on Naval Affairs, in their report sub- 
mitted the last session. I repeat, that the Legis- 
lature of Chiriqui, in accordance with its con- || 
stitution and laws, had the right to cede to these || 
parties, or to any other parties, all the lands and | 
privileges contained in that particular grant. I | 
say that the grant is verified in the certificate of | 
the New Granadian Government itself, in the per- |! 
son of its minister, behind which that Govern- | 
I say these title-papers were 
submitted for the investigation of the law-officer 
of this Government, and that the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States has indorsed the abso- 
lute validity of this conveyance. I say that the | 
Government of Costa Rica has covered up any | 
doubt that might exist under the New Granadian 
grant, as to the right or ability of these parties 
to the transit from ocean to ocean by railroad. 1 
say that that Costa Rican grant has not been 
impeached as to its validity. I say, further, that 
even if there should be a doubt in the mind of any 
gentleman as to the practicability of building 
this railroad, they have the right to rely, with 
some degree of assurance, upon the testimony of 
these officers of the United States. But admit- 
ting, for the sake of argument, that there is no 
practicable route for a railroad: nevertheless, 
without the railroad, the Government of the Uni- 
ted States will receive back the $300,000 in less 





| than two years, in the coal advantages ceded to 


it in the contract; in the advantages of naval sta- 


| tions; in the advantages of ship-timber, and in 








i 
| 
i] 





being able to dispense with store-ships and sup- 
ply-ships at Aspinwall and Panama. But I say, 
further, that while the report of your own officers 


| gives us a strong right to assume that these par- 


ties can construct a railroad from ocean to ocean, 
because it is feasible, it is for their advantage so 
to do, inasmuch as they are required to pay the 
Government of Costa Rica $100,000, to remain as 


whole enterprise, in which they have been labor- 
ing for more than ten years, lies in the construc- 
tion of that railroad. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think it behooves us as 
legislators to consider that the gist of this ques- 
tion, so far as we are cencerned, lies in the fact 
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that the transit proposed is a transit this country 
ought to possess; thatit is a road to our own im- 
mense resources on the Pacific; another opening 
to that great oriental trade which it has been the 
ambition of the commercial enterprise of all ages 
to grasp, and which has built up into greatness 
and wealth and political dominancy every nation 
that has ever attained it. It was this trade that 
made Spain rich and powerful; that elevated Por- 
tugal intocommercial significance; that developed 
Holland into a controlling Power; and that has 
done more than anything else. to solidify the 
greatness of Great Britain. It has made nations 
great as they have grasped it, and they have 
lapsed into comparative insignificance as they 
have lost it. It may be grasped by us by the 
adoption of an enlarged and statesmanlike policy ; 
and I think our duty impels as to reach forward 


| to its attainment by all possible means. 


{Here the hammer a 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Porrte.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I am sorry I 
have not had time to finish what I desired to say 
in reply to the attacks gentlemen have made upon 
this measure. [Cries of “ Go on!’’] 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
better be closed upon this subject. 
vote upon the pending amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lholdin my hand an amend- 
ment which I desire to have read, for the purpose 
of asking the gentleman from New York if he will 
not accept it. 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment 
is in order at this time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lask unanimous consent to 
have it read for the information of the committee. 

Mr. SICKLES. I object. 

The question being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Portis to the amendment of Mr. Morse 
to the amendment of the Senate, 


a deposit until the road Is built, and because their 
' 


I think the debate had 
I call for a 











February 4, 


Mr. BRIGGS called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Brigcs and 


| Homan were appointed. 


The committce divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 76, noes 44. — 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. Is an amendment to the 
amendment now in order? } 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I move to amend by add. 
ing as follows: , 

Provided also, That the same be consistent with the con. 
tract made by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. Chairman, as one of the Committee on 


| Naval Affairs last year, I devoted much time to 
| the examination of this question, and when this 


appropriation was up in the House, I stated the 
reasons which induced me to vote against it. [) 
other words, I thought as the case then stood we 
were bound, from defects in the title, and defects 
in the evidence, to annul the grant and to disap- 
rove the contract of the Secretary. Instead, 
however, of meeting this question and setting 
aside this contract, as we might, leaving it open 
for any future Secretary to renew it, if from addi- 
tional evidence it should seem feasible, we e}y 
to take another course. We provided for send- 
ing out a commission, and appropriated money 
for the payment of that commission, which was 
to proceed to the point in controversy, examine 
the character of the harbors, the situation and 
value of the coal mines, the practicability of a 
railway, and generally the value of the property, 


| At that time | suggested to the members of the 


committee of conference who reported this amend- 
ment that, if the Government put itself in this 
condition; if their agents, appointed in pursuance 
of our appropriations and direction, found that 
the condition of things was as represented by the 
contractors; that coal mines were there, in acces- 
sible localities; that a railroad could be con- 
structed, and that the harbors were fit and proper 
for our vessels—there was an implied undertaking 
on our part to perform the conditions of the con- 
tract, so far as the Government was concerned; 
for the reason that we delayed this contractor; 
that we put him to expense in establishing his 
titles; that we put him to various inconveniences 
which we had no right to do. If it turned out, 
upon our examination, as represented, we had no 
right, as honest men, to say we will not comply 
with this contract. I have examined the reports, 


| and I find upon the spbject of coal they are very 


satisfactory. They show that there are mines 
there, practicable working mines; that the coal 's 
of good quality, and that that part of the contract 
is fully met by the contractor. 

It shows also that the harbors are good harbors; 
and despite the criticisms which have been passed 
upon itin this House, I say that the report proves 
that there is a practicable line of railway which 
we have a right to use under the contract of last 
year, and the subsequent addition to it. I say 


| this, sir—but I have not time to argue it now—be- 


cause there is no connection between two poills 
that is desirable for commerce, no such place on 
this globe of the length between these two har- 
bors, which cannot be united under the skill of 
modern engineering by a successful railway. 
There are no national Sviadion which cannot be 
overcome; and when, sir, we have seen the great 
tubular bridge swung across the straits of Menai 
by modern science, it should not be said at this 
hour and in this presence that a railway between 
these pointsisa thing that cannot be accomplished. 

How, then, stands the case? If it were a ques- 
tion of a contract between two individuals, one 
of whom bad selected his own agent to proceed 
to the spot, and examine as to the value of the 
privilege that he bought, I say there is no court 
of equity under heaven before which you cou'e 
not bring that man, and compel him to a specific 
performance of a contract entered into under ¢t- 
cumstances like these; because it would be a gross 
injustice, it would be a gross fraud, to say, ‘ W' 
have examined your property; we find it what 
you represented it; we have put you to the 4 
pense of $100,000 in perfecting a title to amr 
way which was the doubtful point with us !0s' 
year; but now we have no moncy to perform our 
engagements.’’ Itis no less, sir, than a shame- 
less repudiation on the part of Congress. 

{Here the hammer fell.] : 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. Mr. Chairman, 
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1 am opposed to the amendment. This matter, 
if | understand it, was submitted to us last year 
4» a conditional contract, to be approved or dis- 

roved by,us. We did neither the one nor the 

r; but we sent out our agents for the express 
irpose of proving or disproving the facts which 
.d been spread before us. I deny that we there- 
y gave any assurances or put ourselves under 
auy obligations to approve this any more than we 
were under before. We sent our agents there for 
the purpose of learning how we should vote here 
in this House at this tame; and because we chose 


h 
b 


to acquaint ourselves with regard to the facts, it | 
is now claimed that we are excluded from voting. || 


The proposition of the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Sepewick] is monstrous. Wesent a com- 
mission there, as I have stated, for the express 
purpose of satisfying ourselves here whether we 
ought to accept or reject this contract. We paid 
the expenses of this commission, and we did 
nothing to imply that we were under an obliga- 
tion to accept this contract. We did not do it 
then and have not done it since, and we are as free 
to vote to-day as when this humbug first showed 
itself in Congress. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sepe- 
wick’s amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Without occupying the time 
of the House with any discussion of this subject, 
I move the following amendment to the amend- 
mentofthe gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Morse.} 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Add: 

Provided further, That said sum of money shall not be 
paid until the Republic of Costa Rica shall have confirmed 
to the United States the rights of property and franchises 
which the said Ambrose W. Thompson and the Chiriqui 
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Improvesent Company have, by their contract with the 


Secretary of the Navy, conditionally transferred and pro 
posed to secure to the United States. 

Mr. SICKLES. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Indiana that Costa Rica has entered into no 
convention with the United States; andI think that 
his amendment is conceived in quite an erroneous 
view of the contract between Costa Rica and 
Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I believe, Mr. Chairman, 
that | do not misapprehend the state of this con- 
tract. Whatever contract may have hitherto been 
entered into between the various persons under 
whom Mr. Thompson and this Chiriqui Com- 
pany claim and the Republic of New Granada, 
whatever may be the nature of these grants of 
property and franchise which are now proposed 
to be conferred upon the United States, I deem 
my amendment important, so that if Costa Rica, 
within whose limits these franchises exist, con- 
firms them, then there will be some foundation for 
the claim which these parties propose to transfer. 

Theamendmentto theamendment wasagreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Morse’s 
amendment as amended; and it was rejected. 

The Senate amendment was then non-con- 
curred in. 

Fourth amendment of the Senate: 


Toenable the Superintendent of the Public Printing to 
carry into effect the provisions of ti joint resolution in 
relation to the Publie Printing, approved June 23, 1860, 
$145,000: Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall 
be expended until the title to the property purchased shall 
lave been examined and approved by the Attorney General 


of the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment, 

Mr.STANTON. Iask for a division on that 
amendment. It is for the purchase of Wendell’s 
prinung establishment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say a few words in 
explanation of the amendment. By a law of the 
last session, the Secretary of the Sadustens I be- 
lie ve, with the Superintendent of the Public Print- 
ing, was authorized to buy a printing office, at a 
Price not to exceed $150,000. The contract, when 
made, was to be submitted to the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing of the Senate and the House of 

“presentatives. By the law the contract, when 
made and approved by the Joint Committee on 
I mnung, was perfect and complete. Asa matter 
of course, the Coaninas of Waysand Means had 
ho control of the question. e had official in- 
formation that the contract had been made for the 
purchase of what is known as Wendell’s printing 


office, and that it had been approved, not only by | 


ie Joint Committee on Printing, but by the Sec- 
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retary of the Interior, the Attorney General, and \| Mr. GURLEY. 
| the President of the United States. 


We were in- 


| formed that it had been approved by a unanimous 


vote of the Joint Committee on Printing. There- 
fore, sir, all we could do under the law, was sim- 
‘ly to provide the money to carry it into effect, 
| do not now whether this contract is right or 
wrong. 


great or too little. Under the law of the last ses- 


| sion, the contract was perfected when the Joint 








Committee on Printing of the two Houses ap- 
proved it. The Committee of Ways and Means 
would have been derelict to their duty if they had 
not provided means for carrying the contract into 
effect. That is all | have to say on the subject. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is the contract an executed 
contract ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. Itis. There were no con- 
ditions in the law except that the contract made 
by the Superintendent of Public Printing sheuld 
be approved by the Joint Committee on Printing 
of both Houses. The official information is, that 
it was approved by that committee, that it was 
approved by every member of the committee, of 
the Senate and of this House; and besides that, it 
was approved by the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of the Interior. To obviate all trouble 
about it, we have putin a proviso that the money 
shall not be paid until the Attorney General shall 


| pass judgment upon the title of the property. 


Mr.GURLEY. Mr. Chairman, by the joint res- 
olution passed atthe lastsession of Congress, the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing was author- 
ized to contract for the erection or the purchase 
of the necessary building and machinery and ma- 
terials for a Government printing office. In the 
performance of that duty he sought the advice 
and counsel of the Secretary of the Interior; and 
the following letter will show what were the con- 
clusions at which they arrived: 


OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PuBLIC PRINTING, 
January 22, 1861. 

Srr: In reply to your verbal inquiry, I have to state that, 
in the execution of the duties imposed upon me by the joint 
resolution of June 23, 1860, in relation to the publie print- 
iug, I conferred, unoftlicially, with the Secretary of the In- 
terior, and had the benefit of his kindly advice and assist- 
ance throughout. He examined personally the printing 
establishment of Mr. Rives, and that formerly owned by 
Mr. Wendell, with a view to their eligibility for Govern- 
ment purposes. He conferred with Mr. Clark, at present 
the consulting architect of the Interior Department, under 
whose superintendence Wendell’s office was built, as to its 
materials and construction; and he had one of his clerks, 
a practical printer, for portions of several days, examining 
the printing materials and machinery, comparing them with 
the schedule, and estimating their value in accordance with 
the list of prices. And the result of the Secretary’s exam- 
ination and information was a full concurrence in the pro- 


| priety of purchasing Wendell’s establishment at the price 
| agreed upon. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

JOHN HEART, Superintendent. 
Hon. Joun A. Gurney, Chairman Committee on Printing, 

House of Representatives. 

I hold in my hand the report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Printing, in which itis shown 
that this office, for which we now agree to pay 
$135,000, cost $185,000, some five years ago. 
Here, in the report, is a full schedule of the arti- 
cles purchased. There is no concealment upon 
the subject. It is open to the eye of every one. 
Any gentleman can take this schedule, walk into 
the printing office, and with his own eyes verify 
the statements made here. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would say that the rea- 
son why I put the question to the gentleman’s 
colleague was, that [ had heard it stated—I know 
not how correctly—that the property had fre- 
quently been offered to private parties for $80,000. 

Mr. GURLEY. [am very glad to be able to 
answer the gentleman upon that point. [inquired 
specifically of those who hold a controlling in- 
terest in this establishment, and they denied the 
statement, and said the report was untrue. The 
printing presses number twenty-six, and cost 
$48,000. They are purchased for $36,000. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I want toask the gen- 
tleman a question, just at this point. He says 
the printing presses in the establishment number 
twenty-six. I wish to know of him whether all 
of those printing presses are in a condition to be 
used at this time? 

Mr. GURLEY. I believe they are. 

Mr.McCLERNAND. Are you informed upon 
that point? 

Mr. GURLEY. I have so understood. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. From whom? 


¥ do not know whether the amount is too | 
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i} number of the presses 


| 
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eed 
I have myself examined the 
office, in connection with the Superintendent and 
other parties in the office, and I have always un- 
derstood that the presses were in good working or- 
der; ifthey were nota very few days’ work would 
put theminorder. There is a machine shop con- 
nected with the concern for the repair of any 
machinery. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 


1 am informed that a 
are broken and out of 


order. 
Mr. GURLEY. The type and furniture cost 
$26,000. We agree to pay $13,000. That that 


is a reasonable rate, any rentleman will be satis- 
fied who will examine the work done upon the 
type. 
7 Me. McCLERNAND. Is nota considerable 
portion of the type damaged from use? 

Mr. GURLEY. Of course the type is not as 
good as new; but we pay only one halt price for 
it. You will see that it makes very good work, 


| by reference to the printed reports and bills before 
| you, 


The printing of this House is now done in 
that office. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. If the type are worn 
out, they are worth only the value of the metal. 
Mr. GURLEY. They are not worn out. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I want more particular 
iwwformation than is contained in that report. 
Mr. GURLEY. I now desire to iad, in con- 
nection with this subject, an extract from a speech 


|made by Mr. Cameron in the Senate the other 





day,in which he uses the following language: 


** Every Senator present, | suppose, knows that [ have 
always been opposed to the establishment of a Government 
printing office. FT think it wrong, and I believe time will 
prove it; but | have paid some attention to this subject, and 
1 am satisfied that the wisest thing that could have been 
done under the circumstances, was to buy this office. ‘This 
printing office of Wendell is the most perfect printing office, 
not only in the United States, but in the world. It cost a 
much larger sum than the Government has agreed to pay 
for it, and you have saved a great many jobs by making this 
purchase. [am satisfied that from seventy-five to one hun- 
dred thousand dollars have been saved by making this ar 
rangement, and God only knows how much more you save 
from what would be expended if you were to go on and 
erect a new building. I think that everybody who is in 
favor of the interests of the Government, and who is in 
favor of stopping the constant plunder in the shape of public 


| printing, ought at once to vote for the appropriation to buy 


this office.’? 


I fully believe that statement of Mr. Cameron. 
I believe the Government could not now erect that 
building and furnish it with all the necessary ma- 
terials we find there, for $235,000, in the way the 
Government usually do their business. If this 
law had gone into operation last session, and we 


| had had this same printing office, you would have 


saved the entire costof it by thistime. Our printing 
and binding last session amounted to about four 
hundred thousand dollars. Thirty-three per cent. 
upon that would be within a fraction of one hun- 
dred and thirty-five thousand dollars. That 


| amount you would have saved, if the office had 
| : . - 
gone into operation at the commencement of the 


last session. 
Again: as the printing is now done, you have 


| to wait four, six, and eight months for your doc- 


uments. That was the case with the mechanical 
part of the Patent Office report. The Superin- 


| tendent says, only give him the office, and the 


means to carry it on, and he will give you the 
agricultural report in thirty days. I do not wish 
to prolong this discussion. Every gentleman can 
examine the report for himself. Here is a sched- 
ule of every article purchased; and I end by re- 
peating that, while the establishmentcost $185,000, 
we agree to give only $135,000 for it. The mem- 
bers of the committee, on the part of both the Sen- 
ate and House, looked over the papers, looked into 
the whole subject; and four of them visited the 
printing office, went all over the estimates, and 
then unanimously concurred in the report. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move to strike out the last 
two words of the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. I am reminded by this discus- 
sion, so far as it has proceeded, of a definition, 
which I learned at school, of the rule of permuta- 
tion; which was, as nearly as I can recollect, de- 
fined to be the different number of attitudes or 
positions which a given number of persons may 


| occupy. For two days we have heard our friends 


upon the other side of the House, and especially 
the distinguished chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and I believe the chairman of 
the Committee on Printing, or atany rate, he will 
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do so by hia vote, say that the Government of the 
United States should, unier no circumstances, get 
its coal where it might find it cheapest; that it was 
wrong in principle for the Government to enter 
into any sort of business. Now, the Committee 
of Ways and Means recommends that the Gov- 
ernment shall enter the printing business; that it 
shall buy a printing office; that it shall employ 
hands; that it shall buy presses; and that it shall 


i} 
| 


q 


establish a complete printing office in this city, to | 


the exclusion of all private enterprise and compe- 
tion. And, in order to commend that proposi- 


tion to the House, the chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means tells us it has been approved || 
by high authority in the Senate, and cites the | 
names of certain distinguished men in the Senate | 


and the Finance Committee, as having favored this 


pores and therefore we ought to pass it. | 
|| puts the amount largely below what the Superin- 


iow, | would like to hear from the chairman of 


the Committee of Ways and Means the reasons | 
which justify this Government in going into the | 


printing business, and yet prohibits it from buy- 
ing coal where it can get it cheapest, when the 
latter measure has been recommended by the same 
high authority which he quotes in favor of the 
former proposition ? 

Mr. BURNETT, (Mr. Brancu in the chair 
temporarily.) I am opposed to this amendment 
of the Senate, 
tion, the idea of the establishment of a Govern- 
ment printing office, being satisfied, for reasons 
J gave at the last session of Congress, that it was 
wrong, and would involve a much heavier ex- 
penditure than even our present system of having 
the printing done. 

That question I do not now propose to discuss. 

Sut the chairman of the Committee on Printing 
tells us that this office cost $185,000, and that the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing proposes to 
pay only $135,000 for it. The question, what was 
the original cost of the building and the materials 
now in it, is one that is not practically presented 
to us; because we know that when an establish- 


ment like this has been in use for a number of | 
years, a large amount of the material in it is unfit 


for the use for which it was originally purchased. 
l ask the gentleman, how much type there is in 
this printing establishment? 
about fifteen tons; [do not remember the precise 
amount; but 1 undertake to say here, that you 
may send any practical printer you can find in 
this city to examine that office, and he will tell 
you that not one third of the type in it is worth 
one cent for practical printing purposes, 


We are told here—and an extract to the same | 
pee from a speech made in the Senate, has | 
xen read—that this is the most perfect printing || 


establishment in the country or in the world. 
Now, it is a well-known fact, and it must have 
been known to the members of the Committee on 
Printing, that a large number of the printing 
presses in this establishment are not only unfit for 
use, but it is problematical whether any expend- 
iture of money upon them would render them fit 
for use. 

Mr. Chairman, when the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Stevens] was talking, the other 
day, tohis Republican friends about economy, I 
felt like congratulating him. The chairman of the 


Committee on Printing [Mr. Gurvey] tellsus that, | 


if this public printing office had gone into opera- 
tion last year, we should by this time have saved 
the entire cost of the establishment. The gentle- 
man, | believe, is no practical printer; he belongs 
to another profession, and to a better one than | 


do. I am no printer, but I would like to know | 


how he arrives at that conclusion. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I must call 
the gentleman to order. What profession is bet- 
ter than ours—the law? emaben.] 

Mr. BURNETT. That, sir, of the Gospel. 
{More laughter.] I should like very much to 
know how the gentleman from Ohio aiieen hisesti- 
mate of the economy of this public printing office. 
Now, I will make a prediction to gentlemen here, 
and | want it to be remembered. I predict that 


when you get into operation this mammoth print- | 


ing establishment under the control of the Gov- 
ernment, it will be an asylum where broken down 
printers and politicians and country editors and 


I have opposed, from its incep- | 


[ believe there is | 








| 


j 
} 
} 
| 


that class of men will find places under the Gov- | 


ernment and draw pay from the Treasury of the 
United States; and not only will the public print- 
ing cost more, but the corruption which is charged 





| 


| 





| have been done for by another party equally well 
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to exist under the present system of public print- 
ing will be increased fourfold under the new sys- 
tem. 

There is another point to which I desire to re- 


fer. I take it for granted that if my friend—the | 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
—had a piece of property, he would understand | 


what he paid for it, and its market value, better 


than any one else; and so I take it for granted | 
that the proprietor of this printing establishment | 
knows what he paid for it, and can estimate its | 


worth better than any one else. Well, there isa 
law in this District which requires parties to re- 
gister their property for taxation. There were 
two printing offices examined by the Superintend- 
ent of the Public Printing—one belonging to John 
C. Rives, and the other this one of Wendell’s— 
and Wendell himself, in valuing hisown property, 


tendent of Public Printing has agreed to pay for 
it. That is a matter of record. Was the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing advised of that 
fact? And more than that, it was valued for a 
less sum than the other printing establishment, 
when the proprietors themselves estimated the 
value of the respective establishments. 

But the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means says that thisis an executed contract. 
With all due deference to his legal ability, I beg 
leave to differ from him, I say it is not an exe- 
cuted contract. Why? Because the provisions 


| of the law passed at the last session of Congress 


have not been complied with, and until Congress 
carries out the entire provisions of that law, it 
does not become an executed contract. 


Now, sir, I have no hope in the world thatany- | 
| thing an 


man could say here would stop this 
thing. he recommendation of the Committee 
of Ways and Means will be adopted. I have 
no doubt of that; for the Committee of Ways 
and Means is omnipotent here; and when they 
recommend anything, a majority of the House 
will vote for it. But Il want to say to gentlemen 
upon the Republican side of the Somes buy this 

rinting establishment, pay $135,000 to Cornelius 
Vendell & Co., and these men who have shin- 
gled it over with mortgages, and are endeavoring 
to lobby this amendment through the House, and 
next session you will have to make appropria- 
tions for new presses and new type; for the pres- 


| ent material of the establishment 1s not fit for the 


purposes for which we require it. 
r. SICKLES, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by striking out ‘* $135,000,”’ and inserting 
** $100,000. ”” 

Mr. Chairman, ever since I have been a mem- 
ber of this House there has been no scheme con- 
nected with the plunder of the public Treasury 
and the printing, upon which the shadow of Cor- 
nelius Wendell has not been cast. I am, there- 
fore, very reluctant to vote for an appropriation 
to ratify any contract to which he is a party. 
have no great confidence in this contract, not only 
on account of the party who is to sell the prop- 
erty, but I have not the utmost confidence in the 
party that is the buyer. I know that the Com- 
mittee on Printing, at the last session, gave for the 
binding of this House $25,000 more than it might 


nay for the benefit of political favorites; and 
that fact is proved in public documents, and by 
sworn testimony. For that reason, Mr, Chair- 
man, I wantto scrutinize this contract very closely 
I want to know certainly that the property for 
which itis proposed to give $135,000, is worth the 
money; and I have no such evidence before me. 
lagree,sir, with the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{[Mr. Burwert,] that this whole scheme for the 
establishment of a Government printing bureau 
originated in corruption, and that it will result in 
increased corruption and in an enlarged expendi- 
ture for the public printing. The whole thing 
ought to be abandoned at once, and some honest 
mode of doing the public printing ought to be re- 
sorted to. Thatis my judgment. But you have 
got a printing bureau now, and you want to buy 
a printing office. Well, I will go into the market, 
and buy new materials from the manufacturers at 
fair, honest market prices; but I will not bargain 
with a gentleman who has been engaged in cor- 
ruption about this Capitol for ten years for an old, 
broken down establishment. [ am opposed to this 
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amendment of the Senate, and I hope the Hou 
will vote it down. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the amendment now pending, 
The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Burytrr in tho 
chair.) There is now an amendment to the amend- 
ment pending, on which the question must first 
| be taken. Itis the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Stanron,] to strike out $135,000 
and insert $100,000. 
The question was taken; and the Chair ap. 
| nounced that it was decided in the affirmative, 
| Mr. FLORENCE. I apprehend, Mr. Chair. 
| man, that a debate, in opposition to the amend. 
/ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, is jn 
|| order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had risen and expressed a desire to 
} - . . . 
oppose it, the Chair would have heard him. 

Ir. FLORENCE. 1] invited the Chair’s gt. 
tention by a loud vociferation, (laughter; but the 
| Chair paid no attention to it. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman did not do 


se 





so till after the Chair had propounded the ques. 
tion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I did not care very much 
about getting the floor, as I conceived the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing would have 
taken it; but I will now take the floor in opposi- 
tion to the proposition of the gentleman from 
| Ohio. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania that the Chair 
| will certainly determine, in his own discretion, 
| who is entitled to the floor. The gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. MeCiernanp] is now entitled to the 
| floor. The Chair stated there was an amendment 


to an amendment pending, and then the Chair 
| propounded the question upon it 
Mr. FLORENCE. Just then, at that very 
moment, I rose and 
The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania permit the Chair to proceed? 











Mr. FLORENCE. Certainly, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The vote was announced; 
and the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
was decided to be agreed to. The Chair did not 
hear the gentleman from Pennsylvania ull after 
the result was announced. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, it was not the fault 
of the gentleman from Pennsy]vania that the Chair 
did not hear him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair presumes not. 
es The gentleman from Illinois is enti- 
| tled to the floor. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I offer the following 
amendment as a proviso to the amendment: 

Provided, That no part of said sum shall be paid until a 
committee of not less than five practical printers, to be ap- 
| pointed by the President, shall report that the materials 


are in good order, and that the establishment is worth tle 
said amount. 


Mr. Chairman, I agree with you in opinion 
| that nothing you may say, orl may say, or any- 
one else may say, would avail anything to defeat 
this appropriation. 1 take it that it 1s predes- 
tined to pass. N@vertheless, I have some objec- 
tions to it, which I beg leave to state in the hear- 
ing of the committee. 

We have heard from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Printing that a joint resolution 
was passed at the last session authorizing the Su- 
perintendent of the Public Printing to erect or pur- 

chase a printing establishment, and declaring that 

| the contract of purchase should become binding 
when approved by the Joint Committee on Print- 
ing of both Houses. Now, I understand that the 
lots on which this printing establishment—the one 

| bargained for—stands, are not owned by Mr. 
Wendell; that he possesses no valid title to them; 
nor have I heard the contrary asserted by any 
entleman vn this floor. Indeed, the gentleman 
rom Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of 





Waysand Means, by implication, admits the fact. 
His amendment suspending the completion of the 
purchase until the Attorney General shall have 
approved the title to the property, is evidence of 
such admission. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Will my friend from IIli- 
nois allow me to correct him? Upon the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Interior, we put an appro- 
priation of $135,000 on the regular civil appropr!- 
ation bill, and there we inserted a provision re- 
quiring the title to be approved by the Attorney 


